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TAB 2: QUALIFICATIONS OF THE CONSULTANT FIRM 
 

Giffels-Webster Engineers, Inc. (GWE) has operated a successful engineering business serving municipalities and 
utility providers throughout the state of Florida for over 30 years. GWE provides civil engineering, focusing on 
utility projects from the initial concept and master planning to the final design including financial assistance and 
construction management (CEI) services. We bring vast experience and a solid working knowledge of city, 
county, state, and federal requirements as it relates to utility projects.   
 
GWE’s 5,000 plus square foot home office is located at 900 Pine 

Street, Suite 225, Englewood, Florida, within a 20 minute travel time 

to the City offices. 

 
The following information summarizes pertinent information on the 
corporation and individual registered and/or certified staff: 
 
Corporate Name/Address: 
Giffels-Webster Engineers, Inc. 
900 Pine Street, Suite 225 
Englewood, FL  34223 
Phone: 941-475-7981 
Fax: 941-474-4285 
President:  Jonathan H. Cole, P.E. 
E-mail:  jcole@gwefl.com 
 
GWE has been authorized to do business in the State of Florida since 1982. 
 
Registered as a Florida “C” Corporation:  September 9, 1987 
Florida Secretary of State’s Charter Number: J91612 
FEIN No:     38-2749086 
Current number of Employees:   10 
 
The utility design staff are well qualified to conduct engineering feasibility studies; develop design alternatives; 
prepare final plans and specifications, cost estimates, bid documents, contract documents, permit applications; 
coordinate other (non-City) utility system adjustments; and provide CEI (Construction Engineering and 
Inspection) services for construction.  
 
GWE is qualified to assist with Public input/involvement for assessment hearings, oversee all project design 
phases, sign and seal plans for submission to the City, FDOT and jurisdictional permitting agencies; develop 
project specific public involvement programs, design M.O.T. plans and have in-house certified Traffic Control 
Supervisors and Work Zone Traffic Control (Advanced) staff.   

  

mailto:jcole@gwefl.com
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GWE has been providing the planning and design of large scale utility 
projects (water, sewer, and reuse line installations) throughout the state 
of Florida over the past two decades. We have also been retained as an 
expert witness for several utility cases. Some specific larger examples of 
the Firms Capabilities and Qualifications are highlighted below. 
 
Locations of our active business venues are across the state of Florida for 
similar vacuum sewer projects, and those business venues are generally 
shown in this overall map.  

 
GWE designed nine (9) large utility expansion areas for the Englewood Water 
District (left) in Englewood, serving over 9,000 customers in residential and 
commercial areas.  
 
The same GWE personnel also designed and managed much 
of the large Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement 
Program, which was a utility expansion project in Sarasota 
County. (right) The sum of all served by those projects was 
over 9,500 connections. 

 
 
 
GWE has designed major sewer projects for Charlotte County, (left) 
including large pump stations serving nearly 7,500 customers. 
Projects include Springlake, the Ackerman/Countryman vacuum 
system, and the El Jobean Vacuum station. GWE is currently 
designing the Lakeview Midway sewer expansion, featuring four 
independent sewer collection areas. 
 
 
 

GWE also designed several septic to sewer projects for Martin County 
(right) on the east coast of Florida that will serve over 5,000 connections 
when complete. We recently completed the Golden Gate vacuum sewer 
project located in Stuart, Florida, just last year.  
 
 

 
We designed septic-to-sewer projects in Hillsborough County, (left) 
supported by ARPA funding. The Wimauma Area 1 design was recently 
completed and will soon be contracted with a CMAR contractor, with 
construction anticipated to begin in early 2025. Meanwhile, the Ruskin 
Area A design is in progress, targeting completion in 2025. GWE 
continues to advance critical infrastructure projects within the county, 
helping them achieve their development goals by replacing septic tanks 
and low pressure sewer with more reliable sewer collection systems.  

 
Additional details of some of the projects that GWE staff designed in the last 10 years are elaborated on in Tab 
4, Previous Experience.  
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QUALIFICATIONS OF THE PROJECT TEAM/ 
PROJECT MANAGER EXPERIENCE 
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CITY OF NORTH PORT - RFP NO. 2025-12 
PROFESSIONAL UTILITY ENGINEERING SERVICES 

CONTINUING SERVICES CONTRACT FOR CITY OF NORTH PORT 

 
TAB 3: QUALIFICATIONS OF THE PROJECT TEAM/PROJECT MANAGER EXPERIENCE 
 
Our key staff at GIFFELS-WEBSTER ENGINEERS, INC. (GWE) will provide the pipeline design (Category 2) as well 
as the Master planning efforts (Category 3). Our primary sub consultant for surveying services is RWA, Inc. 
(RWA). GWE specializes in providing large-scale master planning and the design of utility systems in highly 
developed areas for cities and counties throughout the state for over the last two decades. With the large utility 
expansion projects, we designed for the Englewood Water District and Sarasota County now complete, our 
seasoned team of utility design and management experts are immediately available to assist the City of North 
Port with your projects.  
 
The Principal-in-Charge will be Mr. Jonathan H. Cole, P.E.; he has over 30 years of municipal design experience 
of large septic to sewer projects throughout Florida. 
 
Mr. Cole is a Professional Engineer registered in the States of Florida, Connecticut, New Hampshire, Kansas, and 
Nebraska. He graduated from the University of Connecticut in 1979 with a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) Degree in 
Civil Engineering and was formerly the County Engineer of Charlotte County, Florida. Mr. Cole is President of 
Giffels-Webster Engineers, Inc., a Florida corporation. 
 
He offers specialized knowledge, experience, and proven ability in: 
 

• Master planning and Design/contract administration for large-scale utility projects. Public Involvement for 
projects 

• Utility infrastructure design/FDOT utility JPA plans for utility replacement for road widening projects 

• Engineering design of water systems; sewer collection, transmission, reclaimed water systems 

• SRF financial support for large scale utility projects 

• Expert witness for private or municipal civil, utility system, and construction projects 
 
 
Mr. Cole has been the Principal-in-Charge on all the utility projects summarized in the following chart: 
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Mr. Dennis J. Croyle, P.E., will be the Senior Utility Engineer (EOR) for most design projects. 
 
Mr. Croyle is the project engineer on several large utility expansion projects similar to the City’s project including 
the Charlotte County Ackerman/Countryman Expansion, Phase 2 project (over 2,000 customers), the Martin 
County Golden Gate CRA project, and the Old Palm City septic to sewer project.  
 
In addition, he is the Project Engineer for the Sarasota County Pump Station 1 and 4 utility projects; and the 
Hillsborough County Septic to Sewer retrofit project currently under design. 
 
Both will be supported by the following staff with all design work in house in our Englewood Office: 
 
Kendra Kotlarski, P.E., Design Engineer 
Kevin E. Furniss, Senior Utility Designer 
Timothy Morrow, Utility Designer 
Thomas Shaw, Senior Structural Designer (pump station buildings) 
Christopher Orren, Utility Designer 
Lisa Burleson, Administrative/Contract Documents/Permits 
Sherrie Pollard, Administrative 
 
Please refer to the resumes following this section for additional information. 
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Sub-consultants: 
GWE provides all civil engineering for our utility projects including master planning, structural design, public 
meetings, and project management in-house. However, we plan to use subconsultants for survey, geotechnical 
engineering, and environmental services.  
 
Our team has been through the process from conception to construction many times. Our team will be 
organized in accordance with the following organizational chart of key personnel: 
 

 
 



Mr. Cole is a Professional Engineer registered in the States of 

Florida, Connecticut, New Hampshire, Nebraska and Kansas. He is 

President of Giffels-Webster Engineers, Inc., a Florida corporation 

and was formerly the County Engineer of Charlotte County, FL. 

 

He has 36 years of experience in various types of civil engineering 

and construction projects, 30 of which were conducted in the 

Charlotte/Sarasota County area.  He offers specialized knowledge, 

experience and proven ability in: 

 

• Contract administration & construction services 
• Entire utility infrastructure design/FDOT utility JPA plans for utility 

replacement/relocation in conjunction with major road widening 
projects 

• Engineering design/permitting of water distribution systems; 
sewer collection, transmission, treatment; reclaimed water 
distribution systems; and package plants for private and 
municipal projects 

• Expert Witness testimony for private or municipal civil, utility 
system, and construction projects 

• Sub-surface utility locates using ground penetrating radar 
 

Mr. Cole has also been the Principal-in-Charge/Engineer for over two 

dozen large utility projects in highly developed areas for Charlotte 

County Utilities, the East/West Spring Lake Wastewater Expansion 

Project; Englewood Water District, Sewer Collection System; 

Sarasota County’s Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement 

Program and the Martin County Sewer Expansion Program.   

 

Mr. Cole is also certified by AIRVAC/Aqseptence, Inc., to design 

vacuum sewer systems.  A few of these projects are listed below: 

 

Englewood Water District: 

• Nine Large Sewer Collection System areas (V-1 through V-9) and 
water distribution projects 

 
City of Punta Gorda: 

• Burnt Store Road Phase I Utility Relocation 
• Piper Road Improvements – including 16” pressure mains 
 

Sarasota County: 

• Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program, Area E; 
Area F; Area C; Area K, East & West; Area N, Phases I & II; 
Area M-West; Area I & J; Area O & P 

• Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program, Area N-3 
 

Martin County Utilities: 

• Seagate Harbor/Lighthouse Point Sewer Expansion area 
• North River Shores, Phase 1 and 2 Sewer Expansion area 

Jonathan H. Cole, P.E.  

900 Pine Street, Suite 225 
Englewood, FL 34223 
Phone: 941-475-7981 

Email: jcole@gwefl.com 

POSITION: 

President/Principal-In-Charge 

 

EDUCATION:  

University of Connecticut 

Storrs, CT 

B.S., Civil Engineering (1979) 

 

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE: 39 

 

LICENSURE/CERTIFICATIONS: 

 P.E. #36384, Florida 

 P.E. #0013198, Connecticut 

 P.E. #06872, New Hampshire 

 P.E. #E-17024, Nebraska 

 P.E. #27320, Kansas 

 FL Advanced Traffic Control 

 FDEP Stormwater Erosion and  

Sediment Inspector 





Mr. Dennis J. Croyle is a Professional Engineer registered in the 

State of Florida. Mr. Croyle worked in the construction industry 

where he gained valuable knowledge through work experience in 

civil construction. He earned a Bachelor’s of Science in Civil 

Engineering (2011) from the University of Florida. Mr. Croyle has 

been a Project Manager for GWE since early 2014 specializing in 

the planning, design and construction of utility infrastructure projects 

throughout the State of Florida. 

 

As a Project Engineer, Dennis Croyle manages and designs water 

and wastewater projects, including but not limited to wastewater 

collection and water supply. Mr. Croyle has over 10 years of 

engineering and project management experience encompassing 

hydraulics, water and wastewater facilities, design, permitting, and 

construction services. 

 

 

Sarasota County: 

• Hillview (Shamrock Boulevard) Force Main Extension 

• Midnight Pass Water Main Replacement 

• Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program: Area I & J;  

 Area N-3; Area O & P; Area M-West 

 

Charlotte County Utilities: 

• Wastewater Expansion Vacuum Sewer, Phase 2 

• Myakka Booster and El Jobean Vacuum Pump Station  

• East/West Spring Lake Vacuum Sewer Expansion Program 

• Utility Adjustment/Relocation Design, Midway Boulevard 

Widening, Phase 2 

 

Englewood Water District:  

• V9-B & V9-C Vacuum Sewer Design  

 

Martin County Utilities: 

• North River Shores, Phase 2: Vacuum Sewer Collection System 

• Golden Gate: Vacuum Sewer Collection System 

• Old Palm City: Vacuum Sewer Collection System 

 

City of Port St. Lucie:  

• Southport Unit 5: Vacuum Sewer Collection System 

Dennis J. Croyle, P.E.  

900 Pine Street, Suite 225 
Englewood, FL 34223 
Phone: 941-475-7981 

Email: dcroyle@gwefl.com 

POSITION: 

Project Engineer 

 

EDUCATION:  

University of Florida 

Gainesville, FL 

B.S., Civil Engineering (2011) 

 

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE: 15 

 

LICENSURE/CERTIFICATIONS: 

 P.E. #82287, Florida 

 FL Advanced Traffic Control 

 FDEP Stormwater Erosion 

and Sediment Inspector 





 

 

Ms. Kendra Kotlarski is a recent graduate from Florida Gulf Coast 

University in Fort Myers, Florida. She earned a Bachelor’s of 

Science in Civil and Environmental Engineering.  

 

She has her Engineer Intern (EI) certification in Florida and is on 

the path to becoming a Professional Engineer. While in school, 

Kendra worked in the utilities industry and brings a knowledge of 

utilities, hydraulics, water resources, permitting, and computer and 

design skills to the Giffels-Webster Engineers team. 

 

As an Engineer Intern at GWE, Kendra has made significant 

contributions to several utility projects and primarily assists with the 

planning and design aspects of sewer projects throughout Florida. 

 

Some of the most notable projects she has worked on include: 

 
 
Hillsborough County: 
• Ruskin and Wimauma Septic to Sewer Conversion Program 
 
 
City of Venice: 
• Bay Indies Utility Relocations Phases 1 and 2 
 
 
City of Punta Gorda: 
• Charlotte Park Septic to Sewer Project 
 
 
Charlotte County Utilities: 
• Ackerman-Countryman Phase 2 
 
 
Martin County Utilities: 
• Port Salerno New Monrovia Vacuum Sewer Design 

Kendra Kotlarski, EI  

900 Pine Street, Suite 225 

Englewood, FL 34223 

Phone: 941-475-7981 

Email: kkotlarski@gwefl.com 

 

POSITION: 

Engineer Intern 

 

 

EDUCATION:  

Florida Gulf Coast University 

Fort Myers, FL 

B.S., Civil and Environmental 

Engineering (2020) 

 

 

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE: 5 

 

 

LICENSURE/CERTIFICATIONS: 

 EI #1100024578 



 

 

Mr. Furniss has been with Giffels-Webster Engineers, Inc. (GWE) 

since 1989.  He is a 1986 graduate from Lemon Bay High School in 

Englewood with years of drafting experience, including mechanical 

and architectural drawings.  His background education includes 

various computer courses, blueprint reading and architectural 

drawings through Manatee Community College (State College of 

Florida) and Charlotte Vocational-Technical School. 

 

Mr. Furniss has held the position of senior designer and AutoCAD® 

Technician with GWE.  His background, training and experience 

include AutoCAD® drafting, engineering project designs, and 

assisting in the capacity of construction inspector.  

 

He is directly responsible for the accuracy and deliverables of the 

record/as-built drawings for virtually all of GWE construction projects, 

and in particular, Sarasota County and Englewood Water District 

Expansion Projects.  Below are some of the projects he has worked 

on. 

 
Charlotte County: 
• Burnt Store Road Improvements, Army Corp of Engineers 

Permitting Assistance 
• Midway Boulevard, Phase II-Roadway Design and Drainage 

Project, Port Charlotte 
• East/West Spring Lake Wastewater Expansion Project, Port 

Charlotte 
 
Sarasota County: 
• Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program, Vacuum 

Sewers: Area A; Area C; Area D; Area E, Area F; Area K, East 
and West; Area N-Phases I & II; Area O & P 

• Center Road Utility Relocation, as-built drawings, Venice 
• U.S. 41 & Pump Station 25, including both 16” and 18” Force 

Mains 
 
City of Punta Gorda:  
• Burnt Store Road Utility Improvements, Phase I 
• Piper Road Improvements – including 16” pressure mains 
 
Englewood Water District: 
• All EWD Vacuum Sewer projects 
• EWD/FDOT JPA Water Main Relocation Projects along S.R. 776, 

Sarasota/Charlotte Counties 
• EWD Force Main Interconnect, Sarasota County 
• Manasota Key Sanitary Sewer Collection Systems, Charlotte 

County 
• Lemon Bay Reuse Force Main, Charlotte County  
• Winchester Boulevard Force Mains, Charlotte County 
• EWD’s On-Going Phased Vacuum Sewer Expansion Project 
 
City of Venice: 
• Center Rd. Roadway Plans & ICPR’s 

Kevin E. Furniss 

POSITION: 

Senior Designer 

 

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE: 36 

 

LICENSURE/CERTIFICATIONS: 

 Certified Technician Level III 

 

900 Pine Street, Suite 225 

Englewood, FL 34223 

Phone: 941-475-7981 

Email: kfurniss@gwefl.com 



 

 

Mr. Orren has over 30 years of experience as a Designer/Draftsman. 
He also has an additional 8 years experience as a Senior Engineer in 
the field of Mechanical Analysis Ordnance Engineering for Martin 
Marietta in Orlando.  

He received a Bachelor of Science in Space Sciences and a minor in 
Physics at the Florida Institute of Technology in 1985.  He joined 
Giffels-Webster Engineers in 2001 and is proficient in AutoCAD®, 
Civil 3D, ESRI ArcGIS, Civil Surveying & Aerial Imaging Programs, 
EPIC-2D/3D, and HULL Finite Element Analysis (FEA). 

Mr. Orren is a certified Technician Level III as both a Chief Computer 
Operator and a Chief Drafter by the National Society of Professional 
Surveyors and the American Congress on Surveying and Mapping 
(NSPS-ACSM).  Since joining Giffels-Webster Engineers, Mr. Orren 
has been involved in field survey and data collection, drafting, and 
design including Utility Projects, Maintenance of Traffic (MOT) and 
Best Management Practices (BMP) of numerous public and private 
sector projects, including: 

 
Charlotte County: 
• Burnt Store Road Improvements, Army Corp of Engineers 

Permitting Assistance 

• Veterans Boulevard Phases II & III, Port Charlotte 

• Fire Station No. 13, San Casa Boulevard, Englewood 

• WO #22-Design/Drainage/Paving at Various Location (Tringali 

Park, Englewood Annex, Mid-Century Library, Punta Gorda 

Library and Harold Avenue Park) 

• WO #61-Design/Permitting of Water Control Structure crossing in 

the Pompano Waterways at Elkcam and Fordham Boulevard at 

U.S. 41 (micro-tunnels), Port Charlotte 

• Midway Boulevard, Phase II-Roadway Design and Drainage 

Project, Port Charlotte 

• Placida Road Utility Improvements, Cape Haze 

• East/West Spring Lake Wastewater Expansion Project, Port 

Charlotte 

 
Sarasota County: 
• Brookhaven Force Main Design, Sarasota 
 
City of Punta Gorda:  
• Bal Harbor Boulevard, 16” Water Main Design 
 
Englewood Water District: 
• Area V9-B & C Vacuum Sewer Expansion Project, including 

preparation of sketches for utility easements 
• Reclamation Facility Odor Control Master Plan Project, 

Englewood 
• Winchester Boulevard South, Utilities Relocation Project, 

Englewood 
 
City of Venice: 
• Center Road Roadway Plans & ICPR’s 

Christopher V. Orren 

POSITION: 

Utility Designer/Draftsperson 

 

EDUCATION: 

Florida Institute of Technology 

B.S., Space Sciences (1985) 

 

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE: 39 

 

LICENSURE/CERTIFICATIONS: 

 Certified Technician Level III 

 

900 Pine Street, Suite 225 
Englewood, FL 34223 
Phone: 941-475-7981 

Email: corren@gwefl.com 



Professional Summary Senior AutoCAD Civil 3D & Land 

Development Desktop Technician with over 25 years of experience 

designing maps and producing construction documentation for 

Professional Engineers and Professional Land Surveyors. Highly 

skilled in preparing detailed plans, managing CAD standards, and 

providing comprehensive engineering support. 

 

Extensive experience in creating and managing AutoCAD 

Templates & Standards for Civil Engineering and Land Surveying. 

 

Strong background in both office and field operations related to 

Land Surveying and Civil Engineering. 

 

Expertise in developing full sets of construction plans for Civil 

Engineering Projects, including: 

• Cover Sheets 

• General Notes 

• Aerial Exhibits 

• Site Plans 

• Grading & Drainage Plans 

• Utility Plans 

• Plan & Profiles 

• Cross Sections 

• Detail Sheets 

• Erosion Control Plans 

• Pre & Post Drainage Basin Exhibits 

• MOTCD & FDOT-compliant drawings 

 

Proficient in preparing survey and mapping documentation, 

including: 

• ALTA/NSPS Surveys 

• As-Built Surveys 

• Boundary & Topographic Surveys 

• Tidal Water and CCCL Surveys 

• Platting & Plot Plans 

• Foundation & Right-of-Way Plans 

• GIS Mapping 

• Volumetric Calculations 

• Construction Stakeout Plans 

• ESOZ Plans 

• Flood Elevation Certificates 

• Sectional Breakdowns 

• Certified Corner Records 

• Legal Descriptions 

• Sketch & Description Reports 

Timothy Morrow 

900 Pine Street, Suite 225 

Englewood, FL 34223 

Phone: 941-475-7981 

Email: kkotlarski@gwefl.com 

 

POSITION: 

Senior Designer 

 

EDUCATION:  

 AutoCAD CAD/CAM 

Technology Certification 

Completed 1,180 hours of 

training, 1991  

 

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE: 20 

 



Mr. Thomas Shaw has over 33 years of experience in designing and 
building residential and light commercial projects in Southwest 
Florida.  As a licensed contractor, he is experienced in all phases of 
building design and construction.  In addition to his contracting 
background, he also holds the following certificates:  Building 
Inspector, Coastal Construction Inspector, One and Two Family 
Dwelling Inspector, and Building Plans Examiner. 
 
Prior to joining our staff, Mr. Shaw worked for both Charlotte and 
Sarasota Counties as a Certified Plans Examiner.  With years of plan 
review experience, Mr. Shaw is very familiar with the internal 
permitting process and local and state building ordinances.   
 
His primary responsibilities include project management, code 
analysis, and client interface.  Since joining GWE in 2000, he has 
worked in the capacity of lead designer and project manager for 
numerous residential and commercial design and construction 
projects. 
 
To maintain his licenses, he continually updates his CEU’s and has 
completed the following courses: 
 
Management Information Services Department courses in Excel and 
Customer Service Professional. 
 
The Southern Building Code Congress International courses:  
Building Code 1 Inspectors Course; Fire Resistance & Egress for 
Building Inspectors; Fire Protection Course; Non-structural Plan 
Review; Florida Principles & Practice; Florida Accessibility Code for 
Building Construction; Means of Egress; Residential Electrical 
Principles & Code Applications. 
 
Florida Wood Council “Use of the Guide to Wood Construction in 
High Winds”; Manufactured/Mobile Homes Installation Standards 
License Course; Simpson Strong-Tie Workshop; Building Code 
Officials Construction Seminar, Design/Inspection of Light Gauge 
Steel Framed Buildings. 
 
 
Charlotte County: 
• East/West Spring Lake Wastewater Expansion Project Vacuum 

Station 
• Five-story County Administration Building window replacement 

project 
• El Jobean Pump Station Design 
 
Sarasota County: 
• Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program, Multiple 

Vacuum Stations 
 
Martin County:  
• Seagate Harbor/Lighthouse Point Pump Station Design 
• North River Shores, Phase 1 & 2 Vacuum Station Design 
 
Englewood Area Chamber of Commerce: 
• Structural design and administration services for the Chamber of 

Commerce Building in Englewood in Sarasota County 

Thomas L. Shaw 

POSITION: 

Senior Structural Designer 

 

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE: 46  

 

LICENSURE/CERTIFICATIONS: 

 Certified Plans Examiner 

 Certified Inspector 

 Certified Building Contractor 

 

900 Pine Street, Suite 225 

Englewood, FL 34223 

Phone: 941-475-7981 

Email: tshaw@gwefl.com 
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PROFESSIONAL UTILITY ENGINEERING SERVICES 
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TAB 4: PROFICIENCY WITH SIMILAR PROJECTS/PROJECTS 

 

Firm Experience and Key Personnel 

Since the early 1980s, Giffels-Webster Engineers (GWE) has designed hundreds of miles of water distribution 

systems, reclaimed water lines, and complete sewer systems in highly developed areas. Our expertise includes 

both new and replacement pipeline projects along local roads and state highways. We have successfully delivered 

these utility infrastructure projects for numerous municipalities, including Sarasota and Charlotte Counties, as 

well as various other locations across Florida. 

 

The projects detailed in this section were designed and constructed within the past few years, all under the 

leadership of our proposed in-house team. Each project highlights our technical capabilities and experience in 

similar scopes of work. 

 

Key Team Members 

Jonathan Cole served as the Principal-in-Charge for all listed projects. The role of Engineer of Record was fulfilled 

by either Mr. Cole or Mr. Dennis Croyle, P.E. Additionally, the same core design personnel proposed for your 

project—Mrs. Kendra Kotlarski, Mr. Kevin Furniss, Mr. Tim Morrow, and Mr. Chris Orren—were integral team 

members on these projects. 

 

Representative Projects 

The following pages highlight ten representative projects completed within the past decade. Each project 

summary provides key details, demonstrating our team's expertise in utility design and implementation. 

In accordance with RFQ requirements, we have included: 

• Section F Forms: Providing detailed project experience and qualifications. 

• Section G Form: Identifying the involvement of key personnel for each project. 

 

This submission affirms our team's ability to successfully deliver similar infrastructure projects while leveraging 

decades of expertise in Florida’s utility sector. 
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TAB 5: PROJECT CONTROL/APPROACH  

Understanding of the Scope and Approach 

Giffels-Webster Engineers, Inc. (GWE) understands that the City seeks a qualified firm to provide engineering 

services for municipal utility projects, including water distribution, wastewater collection, and septic-to-sewer 

conversions. The scope includes planning, design, permitting, and construction support for both new and 

replacement utility infrastructure within developed areas. These projects require expertise in regulatory 

compliance, stakeholder coordination, and efficient project execution. 

 

Challenges in Utility Pipeline Design and Installation 

At first glance, planning and designing a utility pipeline might seem straightforward—just a series of pipes buried 

a few feet underground. In cases where a new subdivision is being developed on open land with minimal conflicts, 

the process is indeed relatively simple. 

 

However, installing or replacing City utility pipelines within an existing street network presents significant 

challenges due to conflicts with existing infrastructure, utilities, and regulatory constraints. These projects often 

require work in areas controlled by other entities, such as Public Works departments or private easements, 

necessitating careful coordination. Other utilities—such as gas, telecommunications, and stormwater drainage—

also occupy these corridors, making collaboration essential. 

 

Installing new water, sewer, and reclaimed water mains within developed roadways is particularly challenging, as 

these pipelines are typically the deepest infrastructure components. This means installation after roads, 

sidewalks, and other utilities are already in place is both disruptive and costly. 

 

Additionally, natural and regulatory constraints, including canals, major roadways, planned future expansions, and 

political boundaries—must be carefully integrated into the planning process to ensure long-term system efficiency 

and reliability. GWE has extensive experience navigating these challenges, implementing cost-effective solutions 

that minimize disruptions while ensuring project success. 

 

Project Approach and Execution 

GWE has a proven methodology for delivering municipal utility projects, structured as follows: 

 

1. Project Initiation and Planning 

• Conduct kick-off meetings with the City and stakeholders. 

• Gather and analyze existing utility records, GIS data, and field surveys. 

• Identify permitting and regulatory requirements to establish a clear project roadmap. 

 

2. Design and Engineering 

• Develop preliminary engineering evaluations to assess feasibility. 

• Perform hydraulic modeling and capacity analysis for system optimization. 

• Prepare construction documents, specifications, and cost estimates. 



P:\P-A\CNP\2025\2025.03-RFP# 2025-12\TAB 5.DOC    10 City of North Port - RFP 2025-12 
  Professional Utility Engineering Services – Continuing Services Contracts for City of North Port 
 

3. Permitting and Coordination 

• Prepare and submit permit applications. 

• Coordinate with FDOT, local agencies, and utility providers. 

• Support public outreach efforts, if required. 

 

4. Bidding and Construction Administration 

• Assist with contractor selection and bid evaluations. 

• Provide on-site construction observation and compliance monitoring. 

• Manage RFIs, submittals, and change orders to ensure adherence to design intent. 

 

Project Experience and Capabilities 

GWE has successfully delivered numerous similar projects across Florida, including: 

 

1. City of North Port – Neighborhood Expansion Vacuum Station Site Selection 

• Conducted site selection and feasibility analysis. 

• Evaluated multiple locations based on hydraulic performance, land constraints, and cost-effectiveness. 

• Coordinated with City officials and regulatory agencies to ensure optimal placement. 

 

2. Charlotte County 

• Ackerman Vacuum Sewer Zones 1–4 

o Designed vacuum sewer expansion, integrating with existing infrastructure. 

o Conducted hydraulic modeling analysis to ensure system efficiency. 

o Provided construction administration and permitting support. 

• Ohara Water Booster and Lift Station  

o Designed and engineered a water booster station and lift station site and building. 

o Assisted in permitting and construction oversight. 

 

3. Sarasota County – Pump Station 1 and Transmission Main Improvements 

• Designed upgrades to Pump Station 1, including increased capacity for future demand. 

• Designed and implemented 6", 8", 12", 18", 24", and 30" water mains. 

• Enhanced instrumentation and control systems for improved operational monitoring. 

 

4. Martin County – Septic-to-Sewer Expansion (Two Projects) 

• Port Salerno Septic-to-Sewer Conversion 

o Designed miles of gravity sewer and force main conversions. 

o Coordinated with property owners and regulatory agencies to facilitate seamless transitions. 

o Assisted in construction oversight and contractor coordination. 

• Old Palm City Septic-to-Sewer Conversion 

o Conducted system-wide analysis for septic-to-sewer feasibility. 

o Designed and permitted the new sewer collection system. 

o Provided cost estimates and budget monitoring throughout project execution. 

 

5. Hillsborough County – Wimauma Area 1 Septic-to-Sewer Expansion 

• Designed a comprehensive sewer collection system, including force mains and lift stations. 

• Coordinated with Hillsborough County to integrate new infrastructure with existing utilities. 

• Developed a phased construction approach to minimize community impact. 
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Project Management and Adherence to Time & Budget Constraints 

GWE has a history of delivering projects on time and within budget by employing: 

• Dedicated Project Management – A single point of contact ensures efficient coordination and 

accountability. 

• Scheduling & Resource Allocation – Using Microsoft Project to monitor milestones. 

• Cost Control Measures – Conducting regular budget reviews and cost forecasting. 

• Quality Assurance/Quality Control (QA/QC) – Ensuring design accuracy through multi-level reviews. 

 

Our past performance demonstrates our ability to manage utility projects effectively while adhering to strict 

schedule and budgetary constraints. 

 

Firm Workload & Resource Availability 

At GWE, our workload is well-managed, enabling us to allocate the resources needed to meet the demands of 

this project seamlessly. Our key design team members bring years of experience and stability, which ensures 

smooth project execution and efficient resource distribution. 

With minimal private sector commitments and only a few projects slated for the coming year, we have ample 

capacity to focus on the County’s project. This allows us to meet all deadlines and project requirements with 

ease and without straining our resources. The workload chart below reflects projects currently in progress. 

 

Project Description Estimated Completion 

Hillsborough County Ruskin Septic to sewer Spring 2025 

Hillsborough County Wimauma Septic to sewer Design complete. 

City of Venice Bay Indies Sewer and Utility replacement Fall 2025 

Charlotte County Lakeview Midway Septic to sewer Winter 2026 

Charlotte County Chamberlain Sidewalks Sidewalk Fall 2025 

Punta Gorda Charlotte Park Septic to sewer Spring 2028 

Martin County Rocky Point Septic to sewer Spring 2025 

 

With this level of availability, our GWE team is fully equipped to dedicate resources as needed to keep the 

project on schedule. Our experienced staff, combined with our current low resource demands, allows us to 

prioritize your project and provide the focused attention it deserves. 

Given our existing and projected workload, GWE has more than sufficient capacity to perform the work 

required. We are confident in our ability to provide the necessary personnel and expertise to ensure the project 

is completed efficiently, on time, and within budget. 

Project Capacity & Commitment 

With only a few active projects, GWE has the manpower and resources to fully support the City of North Port’s 

upcoming utility projects while maintaining on-time delivery and budget adherence. 
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 Available facilities, technological capabilities, and resources 

 

GWE’s Englewood office is our primary headquarters—not a satellite location—ensuring a fully staffed team with 

direct access to essential resources. 

 

Our capabilities include: 

✔ Advanced Design Software – AutoCAD Civil 3D, GIS tools, and hydraulic modeling software. 

✔ Ground-Penetrating Radar – To detect underground utility conflicts before construction. 

✔ Extensive Cost Databases – Providing accurate cost projections based on historical data. 

 

Our local presence allows us to be highly responsive to the City’s needs, ensuring seamless project execution. 

 

Conclusion 

 

GWE is fully prepared to support the City’s infrastructure needs with our proven expertise, experienced personnel, 

and commitment to delivering high-quality engineering solutions. Our successful track record of similar projects 

throughout Florida ensures that we can provide efficient, cost-effective, and timely results for the City. 

 

We look forward to the opportunity to collaborate on this important initiative. 

 

THE BOTTOM LINE FOR THE CITY OF NORTH PORT 

 

When it comes to pipeline planning and design, GWE brings: 

✔ Proven expertise in delivering large-scale municipal utility projects. 

✔ A strong track record of completing projects on time and within budget. 

✔ A dedicated team with extensive experience in Florida’s utility infrastructure. 

✔ The capacity and resources to meet North Port’s project schedules. 

With decades of experience, we are ready to provide the City of North Port with high-quality, cost-effective 

utility solutions. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TAB 6 
 
 
 

REFERENCES 
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Englewood Water District 
Keith Ledford, Jr., P.E. 
Operational/Technical Support 
Manager 
201 Selma Avenue 
Englewood, FL   34223 
Phone: (941) 460-1020 
Fax: (941) 460-1025 
kledford@ewdfl.com 

Sarasota County Public Works 
John J. Saputo, IV, 
Project Manager  
1001 Sarasota Center Blvd 
Sarasota, FL   34240 
Phone: (941) 650-0022 
Fax: (941) 861-0589 
jsaputo@scgov.net 

CITY OF NORTH PORT - RFP NO. 2025-12 
PROFESSIONAL UTILITY ENGINEERING SERVICES 

CONTINUING SERVICES CONTRACT FOR CITY OF NORTH PORT 

 
TAB 6: REFERENCES 
 
In the past five years, GWE has participated in numerous similar projects for the planning and design of water, 
wastewater and reuse systems.     

 
Englewood Water District Vacuum Sewer System Project - Area V9-C, 
Englewood, Florida   
 
GWE was retained by the Englewood Water District (EWD) as the Primary 
Designer for a centralized vacuum sewer collection system, and water line 
replacement into a densely developed neighborhood located in Englewood, 
Florida.  This project involved the design of approximately 5 miles of main line 
pipe, and 155 valve pits serving approximately 318 customers.   
 

Project milestones: 
Begin Design – November 7, 2014 
End Design – August 15, 2015 
Begin Construction - May 14, 2016 
End construction - July 6, 2017 
 
GWE Role:  Primary Design and CEI 
Key Personnel:  Jonathan Cole, P.E. was the Principle/Project Manager. Dennis Croyle, P.E., Thomas Shaw and 
Randy Blackwell, all of which are still with the firm.   
Costs:  Consultant fees - $346K.   Construction Cost - $3.9M 

 
Sarasota County Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program - Area O & 
P, Sarasota, Florida 
 
GWE was retained by Sarasota County Public Works as the Primary Designer to 
design a centralized vacuum sewer collection system, vacuum station, and 
water line replacement into a highly developed neighborhood located in 
Sarasota, Florida.  There were 1,247 connections and 570 valve pits.   
 

Project Milestones: 
Begin Design – January 20, 2009 
End Design – January 30, 2012 
Begin Construction - March 17, 2015 
End construction - June 12, 2017 
 
GWE Role:  Primary Design and CEI 
Key Personnel:  Jonathan Cole, P.E., was the Principle/Project Manager and is still with the company.  Steven 
Torchia, who is no longer with the company (retired), Thomas Shaw, and Randy Blackwell, both of whom are still 
with the firm. 
Costs:  Consultant fee was $1.4M and the construction cost was $16.5M.  
Change orders:  There were no change orders issued.  
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Charlotte County Utilities 
Bruce R. Bullert, P.E. 
Engineering Services Manager  
25550 Harborview Road, Suite 1 
Port Charlotte, FL   33980 
Phone: (941) 764-4509 
Fax: (941) 764-4319 
bruce.bullert@charlottecountyfl.gov 

Sarasota County Public Works 
Jaimol Charles, P.E. 
Project Manager  
1001 Sarasota Center Blvd 
Sarasota, FL   34240 
Phone: (941) 448-8991 
Fax: (941) 861-0589 
jcharles@scgov.net 

Sarasota County PCSSRP-Area N-3 Gravity Sewer Design, Sarasota, Florida 
 
GWE was retained as the Primary Designer to design a “hybrid" gravity 
sewer system.  This project consists of four lift stations, 5,000 linear feet of 
force main and 60 manholes, serving approximately 225 connections into a 
highly developed neighborhood located in Sarasota, Florida.   
 
 
 
 

Project Milestones: 
Begin Design – June 17, 2014 
End Design – April 22, 2016 
Begin Construction – May 23, 2017 
End construction – July, 2019  
 
GWE Role:  GWE served as the Engineer-of-Record on this project, which was designed in-house.    CEI by others. 
Key Personnel:  Jonathan Cole, P.E., Principle and Dennis Croyle, P.E., Project Manager and is still with the firm.   
Costs:  Consultant fee was $334K and the construction cost are estimated to be $3.1M.   
Change orders:  None to date 

 
Charlotte County Utilities - East/West Spring Lake Water 
Replacement,  Sewer and Force Main, Contract B, Port Charlotte, 
Florida 
 
GWE was retained by Charlotte County Utilities as the Primary 
Designer to design and permit a new centralized vacuum sewer 
system and water main upgrades in existing developed 
neighborhoods known as “Spring Lake”.  There are 1,086 sewer 
connections and 262 valve pits.   
 

Project Milestones: 
Begin Design – February 18, 2014 
End Design – September 22, 2014 
Begin Construction – May 8, 2015 
End construction – December 15, 2016 
 
GWE Role:  GWE served as the Engineer-of-Record on this project, which was designed in-house.  CEI by others. 
Key Personnel:  Jonathan Cole, P.E., was the Principle and Dennis Croyle, P.E., was the Project Manager and is 
still with the firm.   
Costs:  The consultant fee was $480K and the construction cost was $8M.  
Change orders: There were no change orders issued. 
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Charlotte County Utilities 
Bruce R. Bullert, P.E. 
Engineering Services Manager  
25550 Harborview Road, Suite 1 
Port Charlotte, FL   33980 
Phone: (941) 764-4509 
Fax: (941) 764-4319 
bruce.bullert@charlottecountyfl.gov 

Charlotte County Utilities 
Bruce R. Bullert, P.E. 
Engineering Services Manager  
25550 Harborview Road, Suite 1 
Port Charlotte, FL   33980 
Phone: (941) 764-4509 
Fax: (941) 764-4319 
bruce.bullert@charlottecountyfl.gov 

Charlotte County Utilities - East/West Spring Lake Vacuum Sewer, 
Water Main upgrade and Force Main, Contract C, Port Charlotte, 
Florida 
 
GWE was retained by Charlotte County Utilities as the Primary 
Designer to design and permit a new centralized vacuum sewer 
system and water main upgrades in existing developed 
neighborhoods known as “Spring Lake”.  There are 809 sewer 
connections and 343 valve pits.   
 

Project Milestones: 
Begin Design - February 18, 2014 
End Design – February 26, 2015 
Begin Construction – May 12, 2015 
End construction – December 10, 2016 
 
GWE Role:  GWE served as the Engineer-of-Record on this project, which was designed in-house.    CEI by others. 
Key Personnel:  Jonathan Cole, P.E., was the Principle and Dennis Croyle, P.E., was the Project Manager and is 
still with the firm.   
Costs:  Consultant fee was $373K and the construction cost was $7.2 M.  
Change orders: There were no change orders issued. 

 
Charlotte County Utilities - East/West Spring Lake Vacuum Sewer 
and Force Main, Contract D, Port Charlotte, Florida 
 
GWE was retained by Charlotte County Utilities as the Primary 
Designer to design and permit a new centralized vacuum sewer 
system and water main upgrades in existing developed 
neighborhoods known as “Spring Lake”.  There are 381 sewer 
connections and 168 valve pits.   
 
 

 
Project Milestones: 
Begin Design – September 8, 2015  
End Design – July 11, 2016 
Begin Construction – January 24, 2017 
End construction – June 27, 2018 
 
GWE Role:  GWE served as the Engineer-of-Record on this project, which was designed in-house.    CEI by others. 
Key Personnel:  Jonathan Cole, P.E., was the Principle and Dennis Croyle, P.E., was the Project Manager and is 
still with the firm.   
Cost:  Consultant fee was $266K and the construction cost was $6.7M. 
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Martin County Utilities 
Phil Keathley 
Chief Project Manager 
3473 SE Willoughby Blvd, 
Ste. 102, Stuart, FL  34994 
Phone: (772) 223-7977 
Fax: (772) 221-1447 
pkeathle@martin.fl.us 

 
Martin County Utilities, North River Shores - Phase 2, Sewer Expansion, Stuart, 
Florida  
 
GWE is the Primary Designer for a vacuum collection sewer system into a 
highly developed neighborhood located in Stuart, Florida. This project 
consisted of approximately 24,000 feet (4.5 miles) of vacuum pipe, 
approximately 140 valve pits, a vacuum pump station, and a force main serving 
approximately 250 connections. 
 
 

Project Milestones: 
Begin Design – March 11, 2016 
End Design – February 16, 2017 
Begin Construction – September 21, 2018 
End construction – June, 2019 (anticipated) 
 
GWE Role:  GWE served as the Engineer-of-Record on this project and the CEI. 
Key Personnel:  Jonathan Cole, P.E., is the Principle, Dennis Croyle, P.E., and Randy Blackwell, CEI and are still 
with the firm.    
Costs:  Consultant fee was $177K and the construction cost is $1.5M for the vacuum station and $4.5M for the 
collection system. 
Change orders:  There are no change orders issued to date. 
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CITY OF NORTH PORT - RFP NO. 2025-12 

PROFESSIONAL UTILITY ENGINEERING SERVICES 
CONTINUING SERVICES CONTRACT FOR CITY OF NORTH PORT 

 

TAB 7: LITIGATION AND INSURANCE 
 

 
LITIGATION: 
 
Have you been involved in litigation in the last five (5) years?  If so, describe circumstances and outcome. 
 
 
No    
 
 

 
 
INSURANCE: 
 
The proposer shall advise the amount of liability insurance they carry. 
 
 
The amount of liability insurance Giffels-Webster Engineer’s has is $2 million. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TAB 8 
 
 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
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CITY OF NORTH PORT - RFP NO. 2025-12 

PROFESSIONAL UTILITY ENGINEERING SERVICES 
CONTINUING SERVICES CONTRACT FOR CITY OF NORTH PORT 

 
TAB 8:  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
GWE Awards / Accomplishments / Recommendations: 

 
GWE has received awards and numerous letters of recommendation for design services for our quality of work 
on numerous types of projects.  
 

Our designs for utility projects have been referenced in numerous publications, 
including Public Works Magazine, the October 2003 issue, and numerous other 
AIRVAC, Inc. Publications/literature. 
 

In the March 2017 issue of “Water and Waste Digest” (left), GWE is mentioned 

as looking into vacuum sewers to be an “affordable alternative” to gravity sewer 

designs. We have also received several letters of recommendation from different 

agencies over the years.  

 
GWE has also received awards and numerous letters of recommendation for 
design services for our quality of work on numerous types of roadway and 
drainage projects.  
 

 
In 2016, GWE received the American Public Works Association (APWA) “Consultant of the 
Year” award (stormwater category) for the U.S.-41 micro-tunnel project for the Charlotte 
County Public Works Department. (right)  

 

 

Completed Elkcam Waterway downstream U.S. 

41, Port Charlotte, Florida. (left)  

 
Charlotte County retained GWE, who investigated and recommended 
“micro-tunneling” as an alternate to open cutting for U.S. 41. (below) 
 
Charlotte County and the Florida Department of 
Transportation concurred on the innovative 

concept. Excellence in project design and construction resulted in successful completion 
of some of the largest micro-tunnel installations in the State of Florida.  
 

The ultimate design included boring seven large diameter culverts ranging in size from 

60” to 84” drilled over 150 feet, five feet below mean sea level under six lanes of traffic.  
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Also, the U.S. 41 Culverts and Weirs Project received National Attention in January 2016: 
 
“I’m pleased to announce that American City and County Magazine featured Charlotte County Public Works 
Department’s U.S. 41 micro-tunnel project on the cover of its January issue…”  
 

“The project, which employed a 96,000-pound, remotely controlled tunneling machine, earned the government-
affairs trade publication’s Crown Communities Award.” 

-Ray Sandrock, Charlotte County Administrator 
 
 
GWE also received an award from APWA for the Sarasota County “Center Road 

Improvements Project” (right). The APWA recognized this project in its magazine as 

the 2008 Transportation Project of the Year.  

 
GWE was one of the recipients of the 2010-2011 Building of America Award (below) 
for our involvement in the City of Fort Myers “Downtown Utility Replacement & 
Streetscape Improvement Project” located in Fort Myers, Florida. 
 
 

 
 
 
GWE was also recognized by the Englewood-Cape Haze area Chamber 

of Commerce with a long standing “20 Year Plus” Award. This award is 

given to companies that have been established members for over 20 

years indicating dedication to the area. While this award does not tie 

to engineering, it does reflect the commitment GWE has in giving back 

to the community.  

 

 
 
Repeat Business: 

GWE prides itself on our professional working relationships with our many clients we have developed over the 

years. Our projects have time and again come in under or within budget, and we are very pleased to say that 

much of our business is repeat with long-standing local clients such as the residents, contractors, business 

entities, the Englewood Water District (EWD), and Sarasota, Manatee, Martin and Charlotte County 

Governments, as well as the Cities of Palmetto, Venice, and the City of Punta Gorda.   
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