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Planting of trees

Up to 50% support of the arborist 
and tree crew

Resources needed for 
management/maintenance of the 
City’s tree canopy

Maintaing tree health and safety 
on public lands

Tree education, planting and 
conservation programs

What the City “tree 

fund” (Section 45-13) 

currently supports 



Trees are of 
course 
wonderful! 

But they aren’t 
the only thing 
being erased to 
make way for 

development.

Photo Credit: Keith 

Brown



Native plants and entire 
ecosystems are also being 

removed, with few to no 
natives being replanted.



“Underbrush” is an unfortunate catch-all term for our 

native plant communities.



One lot can have 

a large variety / 

large number of 

plants residing on 

it.
(55 plants)



to 

raise 

youn

g.

Wildlife and pollinators 

depend on our local native 

plants for shelter, food and a 

place to raise their young.



ALL that is being erased by a developer should be 
replaced / restored with tree fund money wherever 

possible on all City properties.



City Parks & Rec and EAB Advisory 

Boards want to replant native plants to 

restore habitat to our parks.
They’ve been told there is no money in the City budget until at least 2025.



Our Native Plant 
Growers / Rescuers are 
working to compile 
native, local sourced 
plants to donate to the 
City.

#collaboratetoconserve



Bring the Sabal (Cabbage) Palm to the 

Tree Fund Master ListIs it a tree? Is it a grass? Does it matter 

to nature? No.  



Is it being discarded by developers? 

YES.
Is it



Is it being erased by developers? YES.
Sabal Palms can be moved and replanted relatively easily. Instead, developers 

remove them and then pay to replace them later!



Does it act like a tree, providing shade for 
people and food, shelter and a place to raise 

young for wildlife?

YES!

Is it



The Sabal 

Palm is a part 

of our natural 

lnvironment, 

period.

FROM FLORIDA NATIVE NURSERIES.ORG, the US 

Forest Service and UF/IFAS:

The Sabal Palm is:

• Exceedingly drought tolerant

• Salt tolerant

• Cold hardy

• Thrives on available rainfall and meager nutrients 

found in Florida’s sandy soils

• Able to endure fire, flood, freeze and hurricanes 

(our most wind tolerant native tree!)

• Able to recover remarkably well after being dug 

up in the wild

• Able to thrive in harsh urban landscapes

• Well-suited as a street planting, framing, clustered 

or specimen tree

• Designated as our Florida State Tree in 1953

The Seminole and Miccosukee tribes referred to 

them as the “tree of life” for it has provided them 



This Sabal Palm is its own pollinator 

ecosystem:

• Its small, fragrant white flowers attract 

bees and other pollinators.

• It’s the host plant for the palmetto and 

monk skipper butterfly caterpillars.

• The pulpy fruit is a nutritious meal for 

many wildlife species, including raccoons, 

foxes, birds, and bears.

• The big, full head of the tree is a favorite 

roosting spot for native bats and is a 

nesting site for birds.

• Its ample hiding spots attract palmetto 

bugs (cockroaches) which are a favorite 

food source for the Eastern screech owl.

• It hosts other plants in its “boots” 

including strangler fig, wild grape, virginia



Sabal Palms (and other 

native trees) in City Parks 
lost to Hurricane Ian or 
other reasons should 
be replanted.

Sabal Palms can continue to thrive 

even if they are leaning over a little, or 

a lot!



Could the Sabal Palm be moved and replanted instead of 
bulldozed or mulched? Yes! (Perhaps a task for Public Works with their new 

tree-fund-purchased equipment)



Sabal Palms can continue to thrive 

even if they are leaning over a little, or 

a lot!



Another Collaboration 

Opportunity with tree 

fund revisions: 

The City could Join Doug 

Tallamy’s Homegrown 

National Park program

HOMEGROWN NATIONAL PARK® IS 

A GRASSROOTS CALL-TO-ACTION 

TO REGENERATE BIODIVERSITY 

AND ECOSYSTEM FUNCTION BY 

PLANTING NATIVE PLANTS AND 

CREATING NEW ECOLOGICAL 

NETWORKS.

THE MISSION: TO REGENERATE 

BIODIVERSITY AND ECOSYSTEM 

FUNCTION because every human 

being on this planet needs diverse 

highly productive ecosystems to 

survive.

CALL TO ACTION: Catalyzing a 



Under average conditions it will take 

10-15 years from seed to the first 

sign of a palm trunk at ground level. 

This means a palm with 20 feet of 

trunk is at least 15 years old!

Source: FANN

They can  live to be 200 (Jono Miller) 

so there are some still in the City 

older than any of us in this room 

today. A great reason to respect our 

elders!

This is a portion of the Red Trail 
at Myakkahatchee Creek 
Environmental Park, PRE-
Hurricane Ian. 

Sadly, it does not look anywhere 
close to this anymore thanks to 
both Ian and over-zealous cutting 
down of those still standing by 
hired “clean up” crews.

15 years old!



To Learn More:

Read Jono Miller’s book “The Palmetto Book”

https://upf.com/book.asp?id=9780813066806

Watch Jono’s educational video on our YouTube 

Channel: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2eXPhjwDv4

Join the Mangrove Chapter of the Florida Native Plant 

Society:

https://mangrove.fnpschapters.org/

Read Doug Tallamy’s book “Nature’s Best Hope” 

https://www.amazon.com/Natures-Best-Hope-

Approach-Conservation/dp/1604699000

Take the “Uplands” Class Module of the University of 

Florida’s Master Naturalist Program

https://masternaturalist.ifas.ufl.edu/

Folllow UF/IFAS Sarasota County on Facebook and 

Instagram

https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota/

https://upf.com/book.asp?id=9780813066806
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a2eXPhjwDv4
https://mangrove.fnpschapters.org/
https://www.amazon.com/Natures-Best-Hope-Approach-Conservation/dp/1604699000
https://masternaturalist.ifas.ufl.edu/


- Jono Miller

www.palmettobook.blog

Instagram: 
jonocallagepalm

cabbagepalm@
gmail.com

http://www.palmettobook.blog/
mailto:cabbagepalm@gmail.com


Visit the Sabal Palms 
in front of City Hall 
before you go home 
today! 

Sit under them, look, 
listen and notice their 
beauty.



Conclusion: Amend the 

Tree Fund uses to include 

expenditure on replanting 

native plants and Sabal 

Palms for complete 

habitat / environmental 

restoration.

Questions?

3465 Alfred Road, North Port, FL 34286

941-218-9775

NPconservancy@gmail.com

www.facebook.com/ecnorthport

www.ecnorthport.com

@npconservancy

Tax ID Number 84-4132468

a 501c3 non-profit corporation

Jennifer Krajcir

24123 Peachland Blvd 

#C4-242, Port Charlotte, FL 

33954 

Phone: 941.303.3745

SuncoastEco@gmail.com

mailto:NPconservancy@gmail.com
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