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TO: Honorable Mayor & Members of the North Port Commission

FROM: Peter D. Lear, CPA, CGMA, City Manager

TITLE: Discussion regarding potential donation of $33,500 from the Trust for Public Land and Gulf Coast Community
Foundation as a contribution toward the cost of creating the North Port Connector, a connection from
North Port to the Legacy Trail

Recommended Action

Discussion regarding potential donation

Background Information

Commission received the following communication from Doug Hattaway with the Trust for Public Land:

The Trust for Public Land (TPL) and Gulf Coast Community Foundation (GCCF) are pleased to offer combined cash
donations of $33,500 to the City of North Port as a contribution toward the cost of creating the North Port Connector - a
connection from North Port to the Legacy Trail.

We are aware Sarasota County has hired Kimley Horn to design and produce construction documents for the Legacy
Trail extension, and also conduct a feasibility analysis of alternative routing for the North Port Connector. We understand
the alternatives are likely to include access to North Port from the westerly terminus of West Price Boulevard. We wish for
the cash donation to apply toward the costs of accessing the North Port Connector from this location through the design
and construction of trailhead facilities and a pedestrian bridge across the adjacent canal. If in the future it is determined
that another preferred access point from North Port to the North Port Connector is identified, we wish for the City to have
the flexibility to apply these funds toward another location so long as it furthers a connection from North Port to the North
Port Connector.

With your concurrence we wish to publicly present the donation to the City Council during its budget meetings scheduled
for July 15, 16 and 17. My travel schedule precludes me (Doug) from attending any day other than July 17 and we
respectively request the opportunity to present these donations at the beginning of the July 17 budget proceedings. Both
TPL and the GCCF are committed to furthering County-wide access to the Legacy Trail and hope that these funds will
City of North Port Printed on 7/12/2025Page 1 of 2

powered by Legistar™

http://www.legistar.com/


File #: 19-0771, Version: 1

TPL and the GCCF are committed to furthering County-wide access to the Legacy Trail and hope that these funds will
also inspire additional public and private funds be dedicated to this purpose.

Mayor Hanks requested that this item be placed on the agenda and Mr. Hattaway’s schedule allowed him to present to
Commission on July 18th.

Strategic Plan

Protect and promote our natural, cultural, and historical heritage that help define the City’s identity, contribute to the
economy, maintain balance, and improve quality of life.

Financial Impact

Procurement

Attachments:
1. None

Prepared by: Peter Lear for Mayor Chris Hanks

Department Director: Peter Lear

City of North Port Printed on 7/12/2025Page 2 of 2

powered by Legistar™

http://www.legistar.com/

