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CITY OF NORTH PORT - RFP NO. 2020-02  

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR NEIGHBORHOOD EXPANSION PHASE 2 
 
TAB 2: QUALIFICATIONS OF THE FIRM 
 
Giffels-Webster Engineers, Inc. (GWE) has operated a successful engineering business serving municipalities and 
utility providers throughout the state of Florida for over 30 years.  GWE provides civil engineering, focusing on 
septic to sewer utility expansions including public involvement, master planning, financial assistance and 
construction management (CEI) services.   We bring vast experience and a solid working knowledge of city, 
county, state and federal requirements as it relates to those projects.  We have the ability to satisfy all of 
qualification required for this RFP. 
 
GWE’s 5,000 plus square foot home office is 
located at 900 Pine Street, Suite 225, 
Englewood, Florida, within a 20 minute travel 
time to the City offices.   
 
The following information summarizes 
pertinent information on the corporation and 
individual registered and/or certified staff: 
 
Corporate Name/Address: 
Giffels-Webster Engineers, Inc. 
900 Pine Street, Suite 225 
Englewood, FL  34223 
Phone: 941-475-7981 
Fax: 941-474-4285 
President:  Jonathan H. Cole, P.E. 
E-mail:  jcole@gwefl.com 
 
GWE has been authorized to do business in the State of Florida since 1982. 
 
Registered as a Florida “C” Corporation:  September 9, 1987 
Florida Secretary of State’s Charter Number: J91612 
FEIN No:     38-2749086 
Current number of Employees:   10 
 
The utility design staff are well qualified to conduct engineering feasibility studies; develop design alternatives; 
prepare final plans and specifications, costs estimates, bid documents, contract documents, permit applications; 
coordinate other (non-City) utility system adjustments; and provide CEI (Construction Engineering and 
Inspection) services for construction.   
 
GWE is qualified to assist with  Public input/involvement for assessment hearings, oversee all project design 
phases; sign and seal plans for submission to the City, FDOT and jurisdictional permitting agencies; develop 
project specific public involvement programs; design M.O.T. plans and have in-house certified Traffic Control 
Supervisors and Work Zone Traffic Control (Advanced) staff.   

  

mailto:jcole@gwefl.com
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GWE has been designing large scale Septic to Sewer projects (including water line installations) throughout the 
state of Florida over the past two decades.  We have also been retained as an expert witness for several utility 
cases.  Some specific examples of the Firms Capabilities and Qualifications are highlighted below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GWE designed nine (9) large areas for the 
Englewood Water District in Englewood, 
serving over 9,000 customers in residential 
and commercial areas.   
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The same GWE personnel also designed and 
managed much of the large Phillippi Creek 
Septic System Replacement Program, which was 
a utility expansion project in Sarasota County.  
The sum total of all served by those projects 
were over 8,400 connections. 
 
 
Details of some of the septic to sewer projects 
that GWE staff did in the last 10 years for 
Sarasota County and their roles is elaborated on 
in Tab 4, Previous Experience.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Similarly, GWE designed several 
large areas for Charlotte County, 
including some of the largest 
pump stations, serving almost 
2,500 customers at the East/West 
Spring Lake subdivision, which is 
operational.  
 
 
And another project which is in the 
final design phase, the Wastewater 
Expansion Project, known as 
Ackerman Countryman, serving 
about 2,000 customers.  
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We also designed several utility 
expansion projects for Martin 
County on the east coast of 
Florida that will serve over 
3,250 connections when 
complete. 
 
 

Additional details of some of the 
septic to sewer projects that 
GWE staff designed in the last 
10 years is elaborated on in Tab 
4, Previous Experience. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Our Firm’s Licenses and Certifications follow this section. 
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CITY OF NORTH PORT - RFP NO. 2020-02  
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR NEIGHBORHOOD EXPANSION PHASE 2 

 
TAB 3: KEY PERSONNEL/QUALIFICATIONS OF THE PROJECT TEAM 
 
Our Team consists of GIFFELS-WEBSTER ENGINEERS, INC. (GWE) for all design and CEI services and RWA, Inc. 
(RWA) for surveying.  The GWE Team have specialized in providing large scale septic to sewer collection systems 
in highly developed areas for cities and counties throughout the state for over the last two decades.  With the 
large utility expansion projects we designed for the Englewood Water District and Sarasota County now 
complete, our seasoned team of utility design and management experts are immediately available to assist the 
City of North Port with your sewer project.   
 
The Principal-In-Charge will be Mr. Jonathan H. Cole, P.E.  He has over 30 years of municipal design experience 
of large septic to sewer projects throughout Florida.  . 
 
Mr. Cole is a Professional Engineer registered in the States of Florida, Connecticut, New Hampshire and 
Nebraska.  He graduated from the University of Connecticut in 1979 with a Bachelor of Science (B.S.) Degree in 
Civil Engineering and was formerly the County Engineer of Charlotte County, Florida.  Mr. Cole is President of 
Giffels-Webster Engineers, Inc., a Florida corporation. 
 
He offers specialized knowledge, experience and proven ability in: 
 

 Design /contract administration for Septic to Sewer projects. Public Involvement for projects. 

 Utility infrastructure design/FDOT utility JPA plans for utility replacement for road widening projects 

 Engineering design of water systems; sewer collection, transmission,  reclaimed water systems 

 SRF financial support for large scale utility projects 

 Expert witness for private or municipal civil, utility system, and construction projects. 
 
 
Mr. Cole has been the Principal-in-Charge on all the utility projects summarized in the following chart: 
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Mr. Dennis J. Croyle, P.E., will be the Lead Designer   As per the RFP request, the Key/Lead Designer will not be 
substituted without the express permission of the City.   
 
Mr. Croyle is the project engineer on several large utility expansion projects similar to the City’s project including 
the Charlotte County Ackerman/Countryman Expansion, Phase 2 project (over 2,000 customers), the Martin 
County Golden Gate CRA project, and the Old Palm City septic to sewer project.   
 
In addition, he is the Project Engineer for the Sarasota County Shamrock Boulevard Force Main Extension; the 
Midnight Pass Water Main Replacement project; and the City of Port St. Lucie Utility sewer retrofit project 
currently under construction. 
 
Both will be supported by the following staff with all design work in house in our Englewood Office: 
 
Andrew J. Wickerson, P.E., Senior Design Engineer 
Kevin E. Furniss, Senior Utility Designer 
Randy Blackwell, Construction Administrator  
Thomas Shaw – Senior Structural Designer (Vacuum Station) 
Christopher Orren, Utility Designer 
Lisa Burleson, Contract Documents 
LuAnn Overby, Administrative 
 
Please refer to the resumes following this section for additional information. 
 
Sub-consultants: 
GWE provides all civil engineering for our septic to sewer projects including, structural design, public meetings, 
and project management in-house.  However, we plan on using RWA, Inc., for all surveying services.  In addition, 
we use Ardaman & Associates for soils and if a master pump station is required we use Bay Area Electric for 
electrical and Terrascape, Inc., as the landscape architect.   
 
Our team has been through the process from conception to construction many times.  Our team will be 
organized in accordance with the following organizational chart of key personnel: 
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GWE RESUMES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Mr. Cole is a Professional Engineer registered in the States of Florida, 

Connecticut, New Hampshire and Nebraska. Mr. Cole is President of Giffels-

Webster Engineers, Inc., a Florida corporation and was formerly the County 

Engineer of Charlotte County, FL. 

 

He has 34 years of experience in various types of civil engineering and 

construction projects, 30 of which were conducted in the Charlotte/

Sarasota County area.  He offers specialized knowledge, experience and 

proven ability in: 

 

 Contract administration & construction services 
 Entire utility infrastructure design/FDOT utility JPA plans for utility 

replacement/relocation in conjunction with major road widening 
projects 

 Engineering design/permitting of water distribution systems; sewer 
collection, transmission, treatment; reclaimed water distribution 
systems; and package plants for private and municipal projects 

 Expert witness testimony for private or municipal civil, utility system, 
and construction projects. 

 Sub-surface utility locates using ground penetrating radar 
 

Mr. Cole has also been the Principal in Charge/Engineer for over two dozen 

large utility projects in highly developed areas for Charlotte County 

Utilities, the East/West Spring Lake Wastewater Expansion Project; 

Englewood Water District, Sewer Collection System; Sarasota County’s 

Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program and the Martin County 

Sewer Expansion Program.   

 

Mr. Cole is also certified by AIRVAC, Inc., to design vacuum sewer systems.  

A few of these projects are listed below: 

 

Englewood Water District: 

 Nine Large  Sewer Collection System areas (V-1 through V-9) and water 
distribution projects 

 

City of Punta Gorda: 

 Burnt Store Road Phase I Utility Relocation 
 Piper Road Improvements – including 16” pressure mains 
 

Sarasota County: 

 Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program, Area E; Area F; 
Area C; Area K, East & West; Area N, Phases I & II; Area M-West; Area I 
& J; Area O&P 

 

Marin County: 

 Seagate Harbor Lighthouse Point sewer expansion area 
 North River Shores, Phase 1 and 2 sewer expansion area 

Jonathan H. Cole, P.E.  

900 Pine Street, Suite 225 

Englewood, FL 34223 

Phone: 941-475-7981 

Fax: 941-474-4285 

Email: jcole@gwefl.com 

POSITION: 

President/Principal-In-Charge 

 

EDUCATION:  

University of Connecticut 

Storrs, CT 

B.S., Civil Engineering (1979) 

 

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE: 33 

 

LICENSURE/CERTIFICATIONS: 

 P.E. #36384, Florida 

 P.E. #0013198, Connecticut 

 P.E. #06872, New Hampshire 

 P.E. #E-17024, Nebraska 





Mr. Dennis J. Croyle is a Professional Engineer registered in the State of 

Florida. Mr. Croyle worked in the construction industry where he gained 

valuable knowledge through work experience in civil construction. He 

earned a Bachelor’s of Science in Civil Engineering (2011) from University 

of Florida. Mr. Croyle has been a Project Manager for GWE since early 

2014 specializing in the planning, design and construction of utility 

infrastructure projects throughout the State of Florida. 

 

As a Project Engineer, Dennis Croyle manages and designs water and 

wastewater projects, including but not limited to wastewater collection 

and water supply,  Mr. Croyle has over 10 years of engineering and project 

management experience encompassing hydraulics, water and wastewater 

facilities, design, permitting, and construction services. 

 

 

Sarasota County: 

 Hillview- (Shamrock Boulevard) Force Main Extension 

 Midnight Pass Water Main Replacement 

 Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program: Area I&J; Area N-

3; Area O & P; Area M-West 

 

Charlotte County Utilities: 

 Wastewater Expansion Vacuum Sewer, Phase 2 

 Myakka Booster and El Jobean Vacuum Pump Station  

 East/West Spring Lake Vacuum Sewer  Expansion Program 

 Utility Adjustment/Relocation Design, Midway Boulevard Widening, 

Phase 2 

 

Englewood Water District:  

 V9-B & V9-C Vacuum Sewer Design  

 

Martin County Utilities: 

 North River Shores, Phase 2: Vacuum Sewer Collection System 

 Golden Gate: Vacuum Sewer Collection System 

 Old Palm City: Vacuum Sewer Collection System 

 

City of Port St. Lucie:  

 Southport Unit 5: Vacuum Sewer Collection System 

 

Dennis J. Croyle, P.E.  

900 Pine Street, Suite 225 

Englewood, FL 34223 

Phone: 941-475-7981 

Fax: 941-474-4285 

Email: dcroyle@gwefl.com 

POSITION: 

Project Engineer 

 

EDUCATION:  

University of Florida 

Gainesville, FL 

B.S., Civil Engineering (2011) 

 

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE: 10 

 

LICENSURE/CERTIFICATIONS: 

 P.E. #82287, Florida 

 FL Advanced Traffic Control 

 FDEP Stormwater Erosion &  

Sediment Inspector 









Mr. Andrew J. Wickerson is a Professional Engineer registered in the State 

of Florida. He has been employed in Engineering & Project Management 

with GWE since 2005. 

 

Andy began his career in the U.S. Navy, gaining valuable and extensive 

experience planning and budgeting, design and execution of facility 

maintenance and construction projects valued in excess of $100 million.  

During his 12 years of service as a Military Civil Engineer, he was directly 

responsible for oversight and management of all aspects of facility 

construction, maintenance, and environmental compliance programs; the 

review of construction contract plans, specifications and submittals; 

managed construction quality assurance and approved payment and 

acceptance of facility construction work.  He directly supervised staff 

engineers, construction inspectors and administrative personnel. 

 

In his capacity of Senior Design Engineer at GWE going on 14 years, he 

provides hands-on technical support, responsible for a full range of land 

development, site planning and civil engineering tasks associated with 

design, permitting and execution of commercial, residential and public 

construction projects.  He works directly under principal engineers, as well 

as interacting directly with surveyor, draftsmen and technician staffs.  His 

past experience also afforded him the opportunity to interact directly with 

clients, local governmental staff and permitting authorities.  Andy is 

experienced in interpreting and implementing zoning codes, development 

legislation and technical design requirements on a daily basis, utilizing a 

variety of engineering design, spreadsheet, scheduling, AutoCAD and 

presentation tools.  

 

Charlotte County Government: 
 Midway Boulevard Phase 1 & 2 Roadway Widening 
 Midway Boulevard Phase 1 & 2 Water/Sewer and Reclaim Design (3 

miles) 
 Placida Road Recreational Trails & Intersection Improvements 
 Placida Road Water/Sewer and Reclaim Design (8 miles) 
 Olean Boulevard Roadway Widening 
 Olean Boulevard Water/Sewer and Reclaim Design (0.6 miles) 
 
Sarasota County Government: 
 County Sewer Replacement Program Projects – Vacuum Station Site 

Planning/Permits 
 Snook Haven Park – Water Distribution and Sewer Collection Design/

System Upgrades 
 

City of Palmetto: 
 Ward 1 Community Block Grant Neighborhood Improvements 
 Ward 1 Roadway, Water/Sewer and Reclaim Design (3 miles) 

Andrew J. Wickerson, P.E. 

POSITION: 

Professional Engineer 

 

EDUCATION:  

Oregon State University 

Corvallis, OR  

M.S., Civil Engineering (1997) 

 

United States Naval Academy 

B.S., Computer Science (1987) 

 

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE:  Over 20 

years 

 

LICENSURE/CERTIFICATIONS: 

 P.E. #58397, Florida 

 FL Advanced Traffic Control 

 FDEP Stormwater Erosion &  

Sediment Inspector 

900 Pine Street, Suite 225 

Englewood, FL 34223 

Phone: 941-475-7981 

Fax: 941-474-4285 

Email: awickerson@gwefl.com 



Mr. Thomas Shaw has over 33 years of experience in designing and building 
residential and light commercial projects in Southwest Florida.  As a 
licensed contractor, he is experienced in all phases of building design and 
construction.  In addition to his contracting background, he also holds the 
following certificates:  Building Inspector, Coastal Construction Inspector, 
One and Two Family Dwelling Inspector, and Building Plans Examiner. 
 
Prior to joining our staff, Mr. Shaw worked for both Charlotte and Sarasota 
Counties as a Certified Plans Examiner.  With years of plan review 
experience, Mr. Shaw is very familiar with the internal permitting process 
and local and state building ordinances.   
 
His primary responsibilities include project management, code analysis, 
and client interface.  Since joining GWE, he has worked in the capacity of 
lead designer and project manager for numerous residential and 
commercial design and construction projects. 
 
To maintain his licenses, he continually updates his CEU’s and has 
completed the following courses: 
 
Management Information Services Department courses in Excel and 
Customer Service Professional. 
 
The Southern Building Code Congress International courses:  Building 
Code 1 Inspectors Course; Fire Resistance & Egress for Building Inspectors; 
Fire Protection Course; Non-structural Plan Review; Florida Principles & 
Practice; Florida Accessibility Code for Building Construction; Means of 
Egress; Residential Electrical Principles & Code Applications. 
 
Florida Wood Council “Use of the Guide to Wood Construction in High 
Winds”; Manufactured/Mobile Homes Installation Standards License 
Course; Simpson Strong-Tie Workshop; Building Code Officials Construction 
Seminar, Design/Inspection of Light Gauge Steel Framed Buildings. 
 
 
Charlotte County: 
 East/West Spring Lake Wastewater Expansion Project Vacuum Station 
 Five-story County Administration Building window replacement project 
 El Jobean Pump Station Design 
 
Sarasota County: 
 Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program, Multiple Vacuum 

Stations 
 
Martin County:  
 Seagate Harbor/Lighthouse Point Pump Station Design 
 North River Shores, Phase 1 & 2 Vacuum Station Design 
 
Englewood Area Chamber of Commerce: 
 Structural design and administration services for the Chamber of 

Commerce Building in Englewood in Sarasota County 

Thomas Shaw, Senior Designer 

POSITION: 

Senior Structural Designer 

 

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE: 33  

 

LICENSURE/CERTIFICATIONS: 

 Certified Plans Examiner 

 Certified Inspector 

 Certified Building Contractor 

 

900 Pine Street, Suite 225 

Englewood, FL 34223 

Phone: 941-475-7981 

Fax: 941-474-4285 

Email: tshaw@gwefl.com 





Mr. Blackwell attended Franklin Community College in Indiana, and is a 
veteran of the United States Marine Corps, having held the position of 
Personnel Chief during his service. 
 
At Giffels-Webster Engineers, Inc. (GWE), he is a Resident Project 
Representative for on-site observation and inspection of construction 
projects and utility locations.  His background involves experience in 
communicating with contractors, engineers, owners and the public; the 
ability to interpret and comprehend plans and specifications, while 
consistently maintaining industry standards for efficiency, safety and cost 
effectiveness. He has 32 years experience in the construction industry 
involving many facets. 
 
Prior to joining GWE, he owned and operated a complete site and 
construction development company directly involved with the design and 
engineering of many design/build projects.  Additionally, with his 
extensive experience in the utility construction industry, he has held 
positions involving pipe and earthwork installation and coordination of 
equipment and personnel.   
 
He also managed state highway crossings and road closing projects; the 
installations of large scale lift stations; and project quality control. 
 
He joined GWE in February of 2007, and based on his qualifications and 
experience, we utilize his knowledge and skills in many of our ongoing 
construction management projects.  Mr. Blackwell also holds a 
certification through the Army Corps of Engineers as a Quality Control 
Manager.   
 
 
Martin County Government: 
 North River Shores Vacuum Sewer System and Canopy Creek Vacuum 

Sewer System and Water Line Installations, Stuart, FL. 
 
Sarasota County Government: 
 The Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program (PCSSRP) 
 Vacuum Sewers:  Area C, Area N, Phase I and II, and Area N - Swift 

Road – Installation of vacuum systems and water system upgrades; 
Area K, East and West Vacuum System Collection Systems, and Area O 
& P. 

 Sarasota County’s Snook Haven Park Utility Improvements located off 
River Road in Venice. 

 
Arcadis G & M, Inc.: 
 Vacuum sewer system design for Lake Forest Phase III area located in 

Jacksonville, Duvall County, Florida (GWE – Sub-consultant for design 
and inspection services.) 

 

Randy Blackwell 

900 Pine Street, Suite 225 

Englewood, FL 34223 

Phone: 941-475-7981 

Fax: 941-474-4285 

Email: rblackwell@gwefl.com 

POSITION: 

Construction Administrator 

 

EDUCATION:  

Franklin Community College 

Indiana 

 

YEARS OF EXPERIENCE: 32 

 

 



 
 
 
KEVIN E. FURNISS, SENIOR DESIGNER 
 
 
 

 
Mr. Furniss has been with Giffels-Webster Engineers, Inc. (GWE) since 1989.  He is a 1986 graduate from 
Lemon Bay High School in Englewood with years of drafting experience, including mechanical and 
architectural drawings.  His background education includes various computer courses, blueprint reading 
and architectural drawings through Manatee Community College (State College of Florida) and Charlotte 
Vocational-Technical School. 
 
Mr. Furniss has held the position of senior designer and AutoCAD® Technician with GWE.  His background, 
training and experience include AutoCAD® drafting, engineering project designs, and assisting in the 
capacity of construction inspector. 
 
He is directly responsible for the accuracy and deliverables of the record/as-built drawings for virtually all of 
GWE construction projects, and in particular, Sarasota County and Englewood Water District Expansion 
Projects.  Below are some of the projects he has worked on. 
 
Charlotte County: 
• East/West Spring Lake Wastewater Expansion project 
• Burnt Store Road Phase III Utilities Relocation Project 
•  Midway Boulevard Phase II Roadway Design and Drainage Project 
 
 
Englewood Water District: 
• All EWD Vacuum Sewer projects 
• EWD/FDOT JPA Water Main Relocation Projects along S.R. 776, Sarasota/Charlotte Counties 
• EWD Force Main Interconnect, Sarasota County 
• Manasota Key Sanitary Sewer Collection Systems, Charlotte County 
•  Lemon Bay Reuse Force Main, Charlotte County  
•  Winchester Boulevard Force Mains, Charlotte County 
• EWD’s On-Going Phased Vacuum Sewer Expansion Project 
 
 
City of Punta Gorda: 
•  Burnt Store Road Utility Improvements, Phase I 
•  Piper Road Improvements – including 16” pressure mains 
 
 
Sarasota County: 
• Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program, Vacuum Sewers: Area A; Area C; Area D; Area E&F; 

Area K, East and West; Area N-Phases I & II; Area O & P 
• Center Road Utility Relocation, as-built drawings, Venice 
• U.S. 41 & Pump Station 25 – including both 16” and 18” Force Mains 



 
 
CHRISTOPHER V. ORREN, 
UTILITY DESIGNER/DRAFTSPERSON 
 
 
 

Mr. Orren has over 27 years of experience as a Designer/Draftsman.  He also has an additional 8 years 
experience as a Senior Engineer in the field of Mechanical Analysis Ordnance Engineering for Martin Marietta 
in Orlando.  
 
He received a Bachelor of Science in Space Sciences and a minor in Physics at the Florida Institute of 
Technology in 1985.  He joined Giffels-Webster Engineers in 2001 and is proficient in AutoCAD®, Civil 3D, ESRI 
ArcGIS, Civil Surveying & Aerial Imaging Programs, EPIC-2D/3D, and HULL Finite Element Analysis (FEA). 
 
Mr. Orren is a certified Technician Level III as both a Chief Computer Operator and a Chief Drafter by the 
National Society of Professional Surveyors and the American Congress on Surveying and Mapping (NSPS-
ACSM).  Since joining Giffels-Webster Engineers, Mr. Orren has been involved in field survey and data 
collection, drafting, and design including Utility Projects, Maintenance of Traffic (MOT) and Best 
Management Practices (BMP) of numerous public and private sector projects, including: 
 
Charlotte County Government: 
• Burnt Store Road Improvements, Army Corp of Engineers permitting assistance 
• Veterans Boulevard Phases II & III, Port Charlotte 
• Fire Station No. 13, San Casa Boulevard, Englewood 
• WO #22-Design/Drainage/Paving at Various Location  (Tringali Park, Englewood Annex,  

Mid-County Library, Punta Gorda Library and Harold Avenue Park) 
• WO #61-Design/Permitting of Water Control Structure crossing in the Pompano Waterways at Elkcam and 

Fordham Boulevards at U.S. 41 (micro-tunnels), Port Charlotte 
• Midway Boulevard, Phase II - Roadway Design and Drainage Project, Port Charlotte 
• Placida Road Utility Improvements, Cape Haze 
• East/West Spring Lake Wastewater Expansion Project, Port Charlotte 
 
Englewood Water District: 
• Area V9-B & C Vacuum Sewer Expansion Project, including preparation of sketches for utility easements 
• Reclamation Facility Odor Control Master Plan Project, Englewood 
• Winchester Boulevard South, Utilities Relocation Project, Englewood 
 
City of Punta Gorda: 
• Bal Harbor Boulevard, 16” Water Main Design  
 
Sarasota County: 
• Brookhaven Force Main Design. Sarasota 
• Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program: Area M&N, I&J, and O&P 
• Snook Haven Utility Relocation Project, Venice 
 
City of Venice: 
• Center Road Roadway Plans & ICPR’s 



 

 
 
LISA BURLESON, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT/ 
PERMIT COORDINATOR  
 
 
 

 
The majority of Mrs. Burleson’s professional career has been in the administrative field.  During her 
career, she has supervised a high volume medical office, involving public relations.  She serves as the 
administrative assistant to the project managers for all governmental utility projects and plays an 
instrumental role in the record keeping and cross-referencing of documents on all utility projects. 
 
Lisa joined Giffels-Webster Engineers in 2017. She has an active involvement in all utility notifications 
and coordination for utility locates, preparing applications for various permits, project scheduling, 
E-Builder input and normal day-to-day administrative activities.  
 
She maintains the construction hotline during major projects such as the Englewood Water District’s 
Sewer Expansion projects and Charlotte County’s Midway Boulevard Widening Project.  She has 
coordinated the in-house record keeping on construction projects to include pay applications, testing 
and lab reports, daily construction field reports, lot and ownership reports, septic tank location reports, 
and customer mailings.  Some of the projects she has been involved with include: 
 
Sarasota County:  
 

• Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program, Area O & P 
 

 
Charlotte County: 
 

• Wastewater Expansion, Phase 2 (Ackerman/Countryman) 
• Midway Boulevard Widening 
 

 
Englewood Water District Wastewater Expansion Project: 
 

• Vacuum Area V9-C 
 
 
Martin County Government:  
 

• North River Shores, Phase 2, Sewer Expansion 



 

 
 
LUANN OVERBY, CUSTOMER RELATIONS/ 
DATABASE COORDINATOR  
 
 
 

 
The majority of Ms. Overby’s professional career has been as a customer service representative.  She 
has worked with the public in many aspects pertaining to the service industry.  During her career, she 
has been a department head dispatcher, involving public relation disputes.  She has extensive 
experience in corresponding with residents and succeeds specifically in addressing and resolving 
construction-related issues on utility projects.   
 
LuAnn joined Giffels-Webster Engineers in 2002 and works with the project engineers and managers to 
assist in the conducting of public meetings to address various issues that may come up during the design 
and construction process, helping to gain public support for the project.   
 
LuAnn has managed both the compiling and verification of databases and the Direct Call phone lines 
during the Englewood Water District’s Sewer Expansion projects, Sarasota County’s Phillippi Creek 
Septic System Replacement Programs, and Charlotte County’s Midway Boulevard Widening Project.  
 
She has also coordinated the in-house record keeping on construction projects to include pay 
applications, testing and lab reports, daily construction field reports, lot and ownership reports, septic 
tank location reports, and customer mailings.  Some of the projects she has been involved with include: 
 
Sarasota County:  
 

• Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program Areas C; D; E; F; I & J;  
K-East & West; M-West; N-Phases I and II; and Area O & P 

• US 41 Force Main and Pump Station 25 
• School Avenue Drainage Improvement 
 

Charlotte County: 
 

• Wastewater Expansion, Phase 2 (Ackerman/Countryman) 
• Midway Boulevard Widening 
 

Englewood Water District Wastewater Expansion Project: 
 

• Vacuum Areas V-7; V-8; V9-A; V9A-1; V9-B; and V9-C 
 
Martin County Government:  
 

• Seagate Harbor/Lighthouse Point Sewer Expansion;  
• North River Shores, Phase I, Sewer Expansion 
 

Arcadis G & M, Inc.:  
 

• Lake Forest Phase III, located in Jacksonville, Duvall County, Florida 
  (GWE was a sub-consultant for the design and inspection services) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 RWA, INC. RESUME 
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CITY OF NORTH PORT - RFP NO. 2020-02  

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR NEIGHBORHOOD EXPANSION PHASE 2 

TAB 4: TEAM’S PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE/PROFICIENCY IN SIMILAR PROJECTS 

Since the early 1980’s, GWE has designed hundreds of miles of water distribution and sewer systems in highly 
developed areas.  Since mid-1990, GWE designed many large scale septic to sewer projects similar to this for the 
Englewood Water District, Martin County, Charlotte County, and Sarasota County, connecting thousands of 
properties to central sewer.  We have utilized gravity and some low pressure, but found that the most efficient 
and majority of our septic to sewer conversions have been with the utilization of a vacuum type collection 
system.   

We certainly understand that there are larger firms that can provide conventional utility design services, 
however, this project may be better served with a mix of collection systems.  This is where Giffels-Webster really 
shines as we may be smaller, but we are focused and specialize on septic to sewer projects.  GWE has been one 
of the pioneers in the design, permitting and construction management (CEI) of many septic to sewer expansion 
projects in Florida, and certainly the pioneer for vacuum sewers for your neighbors in the EWD, Charlotte, and 
Sarasota counties.   

“GWE has completed more AIRVAC vacuum systems than any other firm in the U.S.  The vacuum design 
competency of GWE is without question.”     -  Rich Naret, P.E.     AIRVAC/Bilfinger/Aqseptence Group 

The Englewood system has nine large phases and is one of the largest vacuum sewer systems in the world, 
designed to eliminate the need for on-site wastewater disposal systems in highly developed areas.   

So far, GWE has designed over 20+ large stations serving more than 40,000+ connections, over 2+ million feet of 
main and 12,000 valve pits to date.  GWE developed the dedicated air intake concept to eliminate the unsightly 
“candy canes” in front yards used at one time and was one of the first to implement the use of mulch beds for 
odor control.  To our knowledge, no other firm has designed the number of stations, miles of pipe, or depth of 
vacuum experience in Florida than Giffels-Webster Engineers, Inc. 

The following similar projects were designed by GWE, all with members of the same in-house team we are 
proposing for your project.  All projects listed in this section were within the last 10 years. 
 
Jonathan Cole was the Principal-in-Charge for all projects.  Either Mr. Cole or Mr. Dennis Croyle, P.E., was the 
Engineer of Record.  Moreover, the same key design personnel, including Mr. Kevin Furniss, and Mr. Chris Orren, 
that are proposed for your project, were also the same designers for these projects.  Mr. Randy Blackwell was 
the CEI administrator for all projects where GWE had CEI responsibilities. 
 
In the last ten years the same GWE team designed well over a dozen similar utility expansion projects in 
developed neighborhoods similar to this City of North Port’s water and wastewater expansion project. 
 
Please refer to the following pages that highlight each of those projects. 
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East/West Spring Lake Wastewater Expansion Contract B, Port Charlotte, Florida 
 
Project Description/Nature of Work: 
The East/West Spring Lake Wastewater Expansion project involved the 
design and construction of a centralized vacuum collection sewer 
system, water lines and reuse mains into highly developed 
neighborhoods located in the Spring Lake subdivision.  This project 
involved the planning and design of approximately 68,300 feet of 
sewer mains, approximately 262 valve pits, water distribution lines, a 
central pump station, reuse and force main serving approximately 
1,386 ERC’s.   
 
Year Completed: Spring of 2018 
Cost: Vacuum Station: $1.5M, Collection Area B: $8.6M 
GWE Team: Jonathan H. Cole, P.E., Dennis J. Croyle, P.E. , 
Kevin Furniss, Chris Orren 
East/West Spring Lake Wastewater Expansion Contract C, Port Charlotte, Florida 
 
Project Description/Nature of Work: 
The East/West Spring Lake Wastewater Expansion project involved the 
design and construction of a centralized collection sewer system into 
highly developed neighborhoods located in the Spring Lake subdivision. 
This project involved the planning and design of approximately 44,000 
feet of vacuum, approximately 343 valve pits, water distribution lines, 
serving approximately 809 ERC’s.   
 
Cost: Collection Area $5.8M 
Year Completed: July 2017 
GWE Team: Jonathan H. Cole, P.E., Dennis J. Croyle, P.E. , 
Kevin Furniss, Chris Orren 

East/West Spring Lake Wastewater Expansion Contract D, Port Charlotte, Florida 
 
Project Description/Nature of Work: 
The East/West Spring Lake Wastewater Expansion, Contract D project involved the 
design and construction of a centralized vacuum collection sewer system, a vacuum 
station and water main replacement for “Zones 11 and 12” in the Spring Lake 
subdivision.  
 

This project involved the planning and design of 
approximately 22,200 feet of vacuum, 
approximately 168 valve pits, water distribution 
lines, a vacuum pump station, and force main serving approximately 381 ERC’s. 
 
Cost: Vacuum Station: $1.4M, Collection Area D $5.3M 
Year Completed: Spring 2018 
GWE Team: Jonathan H. Cole, P.E., Dennis J. Croyle, P.E. ,  
Tom Shaw, Kevin Furniss, Chris Orren 

 
Client:  Charlotte County Utilities Department; 25550 Harborview Road, Suite 1, Port Charlotte, FL 33980 
Bruce R. Bullert, P.E., Engineering Services Mgr., Phone: 941-764-4509; Fax: 941-764-4319 
E-mail:  bruce.bullert@charlottecountyfl.gov 
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Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program Area D, Phase 3, Sarasota, Florida 
 
Project Description/Nature of Work: 
The Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program (PCSSRP) 
involves the design and construction of a centralized collection sewer 
system into highly developed neighborhoods located in the Phillippi 
Creek Drainage Basin.   
 
Area D, Phase 3 involves the planning and design of a low pressure 
system servicing isolated areas that pump to a master pump station in 
Area D, Phase 1. 
 
Year Completed: 2012 
Cost: $8.9M (Phase 1, 2 and 3) 
GWE Team: Jonathan H. Cole, P.E., Dennis Croyle, P.E., 
Randy  Blackwell, Kevin Furniss, Chris Orren 

Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program Area O & P, Sarasota, Florida 
 
Project Description/Nature of Work: 
This project involved the design and inspection services of a centralized 
vacuum sewer collection system, vacuum station, and water line replacement 
into a highly developed neighborhood located in Sarasota, Florida, between 
Clark Road, to the south, and Proctor Road to the north, and U.S. 41 to the 
west and Beneva Road to the east.   
 
This project involved the planning and design of approximately 12.9 miles of 
vacuum pipe, and 570 valve pits serving approximately 1,247 ERC’s. 
 
Cost: Collection system: $6.4M, Vacuum Station: $1M,  
Water Main: $4M, Total: $16.5M 
Year Completed: 2017 
GWE Team: Jonathan H. Cole, P.E., Andy Wickerson, P.E., Kevin Furniss, 
Chris Orren, Tom Shaw, Randy Blackwell 

Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program Area N, Phase 3, Sarasota, Florida 
 
Project Description/Nature of Work: 
This project involved the design of a gravity sewer system consisting of 
4 lift stations, 5,000 linear feet of force main and 60 manholes, serving 
approximately 225 connections into a highly developed neighborhood 
located in Sarasota, Florida.   
 
This project was initially designed as a low-pressure sewer system, 
however, as a result of resident input, the system was redesigned as a 
small "hybrid" gravity sewer system.   
 
Cost: $3.1M 
Year Completed:   2019  
GWE Team: Jonathan H. Cole, P.E., Dennis J. Croyle, P.E. ,  
Kevin Furniss, Chris Orren 

Client:  Sarasota County Public Works, 1001 Sarasota Center Blvd. Sarasota, FL  34240 
John J. Saputo, IV, Project Manager; Phone: 941-650-0022; Fax: 941-861-0589; E-mail: jsaputo@scgov.net 



13 

North River Shores, Phase 1, Sewer Expansion Stuart, Florida 
 
Project Description/Nature of Work: 
Provide design plans and CEI services for the installation of a vacuum sewer 
collection system in the North River Shores subdivision located in Martin 
County, Florida. The project was completed with approximately 650 
connections. Included in the scope was construction management, daily 
inspection, including a resident compliance specialist, field note reports, 
record drawings, and final certifications. 
 
Year Completed: 2011 
Cost: $4.5M 
GWE Team: Jonathan H. Cole, P.E., Andy Wickerson, P.E.  
Tom Shaw, Randy Blackwell, Kevin Furniss, Chris Orren 

North River Shores, Phase 2, Sewer Expansion - Stuart, Florida 
 
Project Description/Nature of Work: 
The North River Shores, Phase 2 Sewer Expansion project involves 
the design and construction of a centralized vacuum collection 
sewer system into a highly developed neighborhood located in 
Stuart, Florida.  This project consists of approximately 24,000 feet 
(4.5 miles) of vacuum pipe, approximately 140 valve pits, a 
vacuum pump station, and force main serving approximately 300 
ERC’s. 
 
Year Completed: July 2019 
Cost: Vacuum Station $1.5M, Collection Area: $4.5M 
GWE Team: Jonathan H. Cole, P.E., Dennis Croyle, P.E.,  
Tom Shaw, Randy Blackwell, Kevin Furniss, Chris Orren 

Golden Gate Septic to Sewer Expansion – Stuart, Florida 
 
Project Description/Nature of Work:  
The Golden Gate Septic to Sewer project involves the design 
and construction of a centralized vacuum collection sewer 
system into a highly developed neighborhood located in 
Stuart, Florida.  
 
This project consists of approximately 57,000 feet (10.8 
miles) of vacuum pipe, approximately 380 valve pits, a 
vacuum pump station, and force main serving 
approximately 1280 ERC’s.   
 
Year Completed: Under design – 80% complete 
Cost: $15 M 
GWE Team: Jonathan H. Cole, P.E., Dennis Croyle, P.E.,  
Tom Shaw, Kevin Furniss, Chris Orren 

Client:  Martin County Utilities, 3473 SE Willoughby Blvd., Suite 102, Stuart, FL  34994 
Phil Keathley, Chief Project Manager; Phone: 772-223-7977, Fax:  772-221-1447; E-mail: pkeathle@martin.fl.us 
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Project Name:    Southport Unit 5, Vacuum Sewer Design 
                              Port St. Lucie, Florida 
 
Client:                 City of Port St. Lucie, Utility System Department  
                 900 SE Ogden Lane  
                 Port St. Lucie, FL 34983 
                 Richard Schoenborn, P.E., Senior Civil Utility Engr. 
                 772-873-6485 
                               rschoenborn@cityofpsl.com 
 
Construction 
Cost:                 Vacuum Station: $1.5M, Collection Area: $2.5M 
 
Year  
Completed:  2020 (currently under construction) 
 
GWE Team:  Jonathan H. Cole, P.E.,  Dennis J. Croyle, P.E., 
                 Tom Shaw, Kevin Furniss, Chris Orren  
 
Project Description/Nature of Work: 
The Southport Unit 5 Vacuum Sewer Design project involves the design of a 
centralized vacuum collection sewer system into a highly developed 
neighborhood located in Port St. Lucie, Florida.   
 
This project involves the planning and design of approximately 11,000 feet of 
vacuum pipe, 12 buffer tanks, a vacuum pump station, and force main serving 
approximately 427 ERC’s.   
 
Unique Features: 
This project is unique in that the vacuum station will complement the existing 
neighborhood.  Moreover, it utilizes buffer tanks that will replace existing lift 
stations so that all of the primary gravity collection system can remain in place. 
The vacuum station will have a “Key West” look so that it blends in with its 
surroundings and looks more like a residential home, than a vacuum station 
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TAB 5: MANAGEMENT APPROACH/PROJECT CONTROL  

Installing central sewer systems is a challenge especially in areas already developed like this one.  We know 
because we have provided design, surveying, public involvement services, financing assistance and Construction 
Engineering Services for dozens of similar projects since 1995 and over a dozen septic to sewer projects even larger 
than this, within the last 10 years.   Those projects were successfully completed within the budget constraints of 
the client. 
 

The reason it’s such a challenge, is because installing water, and 
especially sewer into existing neighborhoods is a little like putting the 
cart before the horse.  Sewer lines are normally the deepest lines, so 
installing them after everything else is built is both disruptive and 
expensive.   

 
Whenever utility systems are expanded, it’s prudent to maximize any existing utility infrastructure by expanding 
its reach when possible because sunk costs, like pump stations and force mains, have already been expended.   

Expanding an existing utility, and utilization of existing lift stations is normally the most efficient, because lift or 
pump stations are expensive and difficult to locate in our “NIMBY” world.  While the water mains are 
straightforward, it’s the sewer collection installation where the devil lies.  The type of collection system, whether 
it’s conventional gravity or an alternate system, such as low pressure or vacuum, or maybe some mix of systems, 
needs to be tailored to the specific area.   

Natural constraints such as canals, major roads, and future expansion plans, as well as political boundaries, needs 
to be integrated into the decision making.   

This Madagascar Phase 2 area is relatively small with less than 225 parcels.  The 
City already built a lift station (#83) for the elementary school as well as a portion 
of a gravity collection system along Sardinia Avenue along the project boundary. 

 

 

 

 

 

We measured the depth of some terminal manholes to determine if the existing 
gravity system could be expanded.  The depth to one invert was about 9.6 feet on 
Sardinia at Hegira Street, and another about 11.6 feet deep at the intersection with 
Big Leaf Street.  
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Using the code slopes for an 8” gravity line, and assuming a minimal three foot depth at the terminal manhole, 
yields the length these gravity lines can be extended.   

Knowing those line limits defines the approximate “sewer shed” for the southwest quadrant of L.S. #83.  While 
the potential of attempting to cross the drainage ditch with a special culvert could be investigated further, a 
conventional sewer shed within the road right-of-ways, cannot serve the entire Phase 2 project boundary as called 
for in this RFP.   
 
Which begs the question:  Is your Phase 2 boundary definitely “fixed” and a necessity for other reasons?   If it isn’t 
and that boundary can be trimmed to be coincident with the limits of the #83 sewer shed, the City would have a 
very efficient system, because the existing gravity mains could be extended, and the #83 lift station could simply 
be upgraded to handle the flows.  Moreover, if total customers in this initial Phase 2 project is a concern, the area 
“lost” on the southwest could easily be expanded to the north of Sardinia Avenue, because that area too would 
be within the #83 sewer shed. 

The following concept shows about how far your existing gravity system can be extended (in pink) without 
additional pump stations. 
 
If that Phase 2 boundary is required, then the 
southwesterly part of the area (in green) will 
have to be served by some other method, 
because we don’t think the existing gravity 
system can be stretched far enough to pick up 
those lots.  There are a few options. 
 
Option 1:   
To avoid another gravity L.S. perhaps larger 
diameter mains at flatter slopes could be 
investigated.  However, this is not efficient.  
Or the drainage ditch could be crossed and 
collection lines installed behind the lots along 
Eldron Ave.  But this makes maintenance 
access difficult.  Or the possibility of installing 

a small low pressure system (LPS) that discharges into the extended gravity lines leading to LS #83 can be looked 
at.  However, while an LPS is inexpensive to install initially, it’s expensive from an operations and maintenance 
standpoint.  
 
Option 2:   
A second option to serve the Phase 2 “green area” would be to install a second collection system within the 
boundary that not only could serve the area, but also could serve a future expansion within the Madagascar area.   
In other words, a pump station that serves the Phase 2 green area would be located outside that boundary. 

A third option to serve the “green area” is rather than conventional gravity, you could use an alternative vacuum 
system that we have used successfully many times before, because there are tremendous advantages.   

First, one large vacuum station can serve over 2,000 customers with a collection system radius (as the line lays) of 
up to 10,000 feet in level areas such as this.  Since lift station sites are difficult to find and nobody wants them in 
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their backyard, using one master pump station, rather than many conventional gravity lift stations, is a huge 
advantage from a public relations and maintenance perspective.   

Secondly, installing vacuum reduces road reconstruction and disruption as well as overall costs, compared to 
gravity.  GWE has designed and built more vacuum systems in the state of Florida than any other firm, so we have 
plenty of data and know how to develop total project costs, including operation and maintenance.    

We looked for City owned property within the Madagascar area and only found three, shown in red on the next 
exhibit.   If the City stays with conventional gravity collection, then the City would need to purchase several more 
lots as you expand.   

On the other hand, if a vacuum system is contemplated for your expansion, then your existing lot could likely serve 
the westerly balance of the Madagascar Phase 2 area, much of the remaining Madagascar area, and potentially 
most of the easterly part of the Sunburst area, with the entire vacuum sewer shed shown in green.   This would 
save perhaps 6 or more gravity lift stations and the associated lot purchases. 

With vacuum, you don’t have to build the entire area all at once.  Many times we have phased our projects so that 
they can be built in stages as funds become available. 

Once the system type is determined, 
future expansions can be phased and 
our normal process of surveying, 
design, public involvement, CEI 
services and final certifications can 
proceed. 

Using a vacuum collection system like 
your neighbors did at the Englewood 
Water District, Sarasota and Charlotte 
Counties, as well as many other 
municipalities, could save hundreds of 
thousands of dollars over the course of 
your septic to sewer expansion 
program.   

The City has several Master Plans 
dating back to the “2005 Black & 
Veatch Report” to the “2015 Wade 
Trim Report”.    

GWE has the experience to help tailor 
those plans focusing on the collection 
system, so your customers receive the 
highest value for their money. 
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General Project Approach  
We use a ten (10) step approach.   

Overall Project Definition:  This task will define and verify the project boundary.  This task will also involve the 
investigation of existing infrastructure for opportunities to connect and utilize for cost savings. 
 
Parcel Verification:  A property identification process using sources such as the Property Appraiser’s Office, and 
other information obtained from the utility customer reports.   
 
Preliminary Design Effort:  GWE will compile the collected data into a base map indicating existing facilities, 
property identification, pump station sites, preliminary line schematics, and potential conflicts.  

Preliminary Financial Analysis:  GWE prepares cost estimates based on the best available historical information 
and our large database of utility costs for similar projects.     

Preliminary Design Report:  Once accurate conceptual layouts and cost estimates are obtained, based on the 
project specifics, the final recommendations will be compiled in an abbreviated PDR.  

Public Outreach Program:  For some of our large projects a “Public Relations Firm” on the design team is helpful.   
But smaller ones like this may not require an independent firm.  GWE has conducted numerous Public Outreach 
Programs for many large utility installation projects. Public involvement should be continuous throughout the 
entire project. GWE maintains a Toll Free Hot Line (866-556-2200) for customer service. 

Our programs include: 

 Neighborhood Notification Processes 
 Conducting Public Meetings or assessment hearings 
 Customer Service Complaint Resolution through our telephone Hot-Line Program. 
 
Utility Design, Plan Preparation and Construction Engineering  
 
Surveying and Data Acquisition: Survey services will be directed by GWE, but subcontracted to RWA, Inc.   
 
Construction Plans:  Standard “plan–profile” sheets; where the existing utilities are plotted, along with the existing 
infrastructure, key home elevations, and other design constraints.  The selected collection system and water lines 
are placed on the plans, with special attention to any potential conflicts. 

Value Engineering and QA/QC:  GWE provides value engineering for numerous utility projects, both for in-house 
projects as well as serving as the value engineering/quality control reviewer to other engineering firms. 

MOT Plans:  GWE has in-house staff to produce certified Maintenance of Traffic (M.O.T.) plans. Our staff is 
certified by the ATSSA and FDOT for M.O.T.   GWE has provided M.O.T. plans for many major construction projects.   

Project Cost Estimates:  GWE will prepare a final cost estimate based on the most current historic information 
and the final construction plans.   

Bid Documents and Specifications:  GWE will prepare a concise set of quantity takeoffs and bid documents that 
incorporate the technical details with the City’s standard documents, so a fair “unit price” bid is received.  

Pre-Bid Meetings and Pre-Construction Meetings:  The extra effort GWE puts forth at pre-bid meetings to educate 
the potential bidders, results in receiving multiple responsible bids that fall within the budgeted funds.   
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Construction Engineering Inspection Services: 

As the Construction Engineer, GWE will be responsible for: 

 Progress meetings attendance and preparation of condensed minute summaries;  
 Coordination of, and transmittal of, shop drawings to the Design Engineer for review and approval; 
 Evaluate the quantity and quality of work as it progresses, and issues relative to contractor claims; 
 Review and recommend the contractor’s monthly applications for payment; 
 Inspection services to monitor and observe the quantity of material installed; 
 Provide a Construction Administrator to coordinate the field inspection; 
 Field Observation Reports; 
 Record Drawings and Final Certification; 
 System start up and support services after construction. 

 
GWE Workload 

We typically have one septic to sewer project under construction and two or three in the design process.  Currently 
we have the Port St Lucie project in construction.  We are currently wrapping up the Martin County Golden Gate 
(80% design) and Old Palm City (30% design) projects.  We have also been selected by the City of Venice for the 
Bay Indies Project however, we haven’t received a contract yet.  The “bottom line” is, with only two other projects 
in the final design stages, we will have ample manpower capacity to focus on the Madagascar Phase 2 project and 
meet your project time schedules. 

 

 

 

THE END RESULT FOR THE CITY OF NORTH PORT 

To be sure, projects of this magnitude are complex, awkward at times, and some difficult decisions need to be 
made.  GWE has “been there and done that”; making the tough calls, and getting the job done right, at a cost 
residents can afford, which is ultimately the bottom line to the residents and the City of North Port. 
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Englewood Water District 
Keith Ledford, Jr., P.E. 
Operational/Technical Support 
Manager 
201 Selma Avenue 
Englewood, FL   34223 
Phone: (941) 460-1020 
Fax: (941) 460-1025 
kledford@ewdfl.com 

Sarasota County Public Works 
John J. Saputo, IV, 
Project Manager  
1001 Sarasota Center Blvd 
Sarasota, FL   34240 
Phone: (941) 650-0022 
Fax: (941) 861-0589 
jsaputo@scgov.net 

CITY OF NORTH PORT - RFP NO. 2020-02 
  

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR NEIGHBORHOOD EXPANSION PHASE 2 
 
TAB 6: EXPERIENCES AND REFERENCES 
 
In the past ten years, GWE has participated in numerous similar projects regarding the utility design, permitting 
and value engineering and construction of vacuum systems.  A brief description of the projects and a contact 
person/reference for each entity is provided below.   
 

Englewood Water District Vacuum Sewer System Project - Area V9-C, 
Englewood, Florida   
 
GWE was retained by the Englewood Water District (EWD) as the Primary 
Designer for a centralized vacuum sewer collection system, and water 
line replacement into a densely developed neighborhood located in 
Englewood, Florida.  This project involved the design of approximately 5 
miles of main line pipe, and 155 valve pits serving approximately 318 
customers.   
 
 

Project milestones: 
Begin Design – November 7, 2014 
End Design – August 15, 2015 
Begin Construction - May 14, 2016 
End construction - July 6, 2017 
 
GWE Role:  Primary Design and CEI 
Key Personnel:  Jonathan Cole, P.E. was the Principle/Project Manager. Dennis Croyle, P.E., Thomas Shaw and 
Randy Blackwell, all of which are still with the firm.   
Costs:  Consultant fees - $346K.   Construction Cost - $3.9M 
 

Sarasota County Phillippi Creek Septic System Replacement Program - 
Area O & P, Sarasota, Florida 
 
GWE was retained by Sarasota County Public Works as the Primary 
Designer to design a centralized vacuum sewer collection system, vacuum 
station, and water line replacement into a highly developed 
neighborhood located in Sarasota, Florida.  There were 1,247 connections 
and 570 valve pits.   
 
 

Project Milestones: 
Begin Design – January 20, 2009 
End Design – January 30, 2012 
Begin Construction - March 17, 2015 
End construction - June 12, 2017 
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Charlotte County Utilities 
Bruce R. Bullert, P.E. 
Engineering Services Manager  
25550 Harborview Road, Suite 1 
Port Charlotte, FL   33980 
Phone: (941) 764-4509 
Fax: (941) 764-4319 
bruce.bullert@charlottecountyfl.gov 

Sarasota County Public Works 
Jaimol Charles, P.E. 
Project Manager  
1001 Sarasota Center Blvd 
Sarasota, FL   34240 
Phone: (941) 448-8991 
Fax: (941) 861-0589 
jcharles@scgov.net 

GWE Role:  Primary Design and CEI 
Key Personnel:  Jonathan Cole, P.E., was the Principle/Project Manager and is still with the company.  Steven 
Torchia, who is no longer with the company (retired), Thomas Shaw, and Randy Blackwell, both of whom are still 
with the firm. 
Costs:  Consultant fee was $1.4M and the construction cost was $16.5M.  
Change orders:  There were no change orders issued. 
 

Sarasota County PCSSRP-Area N-3 Gravity Sewer Design, Sarasota, Florida 
 
GWE was retained as the Primary Designer to design a “hybrid" gravity 
sewer system.  This project consists of four lift stations, 5,000 linear feet of 
force main and 60 manholes, serving approximately 225 connections into a 
highly developed neighborhood located in Sarasota, Florida.   
 
 
 
 

Project Milestones: 
Begin Design – June 17, 2014 
End Design – April 22, 2016 
Begin Construction – May 23, 2017 
End construction – July, 2019  
 
GWE Role:  GWE served as the Engineer-of-Record on this project, which was designed in-house.    CEI by others. 
Key Personnel:  Jonathan Cole, P.E., Principle and Dennis Croyle, P.E., Project Manager and is still with the firm.   
Costs:  Consultant fee was $334K and the construction cost are estimated to be $3.1M.   
Change orders:  None to date 

 
Charlotte County Utilities - East/West Spring Lake Vacuum Sewer 
and Force Main, Contract B, Port Charlotte, Florida 
 
GWE was retained by Charlotte County Utilities as the Primary 
Designer to design and permit a new centralized vacuum sewer 
system and water main upgrades in existing developed 
neighborhoods known as “Spring Lake”.  There are 1,086 sewer 
connections and 262 valve pits.   
 
 

Project Milestones: 
Begin Design – February 18, 2014 
End Design – September 22, 2014 
Begin Construction – May 8, 2015 
End construction – December 15, 2016 
 
GWE Role:  GWE served as the Engineer-of-Record on this project, which was designed in-house.  CEI by others. 
Key Personnel:  Jonathan Cole, P.E., was the Principle and Dennis Croyle, P.E., was the Project Manager and is 
still with the firm.   
Costs:  The consultant fee was $480K and the construction cost was $8M.  
Change orders: There were no change orders issued. 
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Charlotte County Utilities 
Bruce R. Bullert, P.E. 
Engineering Services Manager  
25550 Harborview Road, Suite 1 
Port Charlotte, FL   33980 
Phone: (941) 764-4509 
Fax: (941) 764-4319 
bruce.bullert@charlottecountyfl.gov 

Charlotte County Utilities 
Bruce R. Bullert, P.E. 
Engineering Services Manager  
25550 Harborview Road, Suite 1 
Port Charlotte, FL   33980 
Phone: (941) 764-4509 
Fax: (941) 764-4319 
bruce.bullert@charlottecountyfl.gov 

Charlotte County Utilities - East/West Spring Lake Vacuum Sewer 
and Force Main, Contract C, Port Charlotte, Florida 
 
GWE was retained by Charlotte County Utilities as the Primary 
Designer to design and permit a new centralized vacuum sewer 
system and water main upgrades in existing developed 
neighborhoods known as “Spring Lake”.  There are 809 sewer 
connections and 343 valve pits.   
 
 

Project Milestones: 
Begin Design - February 18, 2014 
End Design – February 26, 2015 
Begin Construction – May 12, 2015 
End construction – December 10, 2016 
 
GWE Role:  GWE served as the Engineer-of-Record on this project, which was designed in-house.    CEI by others. 
Key Personnel:  Jonathan Cole, P.E., was the Principle and Dennis Croyle, P.E., was the Project Manager and is 
still with the firm.   
Costs:  Consultant fee was $373K and the construction cost was $7.2 M.  
Change orders: There were no change orders issued. 

 
Charlotte County Utilities - East/West Spring Lake Vacuum Sewer 
and Force Main, Contract D, Port Charlotte, Florida 
 
GWE was retained by Charlotte County Utilities as the Primary 
Designer to design and permit a new centralized vacuum sewer 
system and water main upgrades in existing developed 
neighborhoods known as “Spring Lake”.  There are 381 sewer 
connections and 168 valve pits.   
 
 

 
Project Milestones: 
Begin Design – September 8, 2015  
End Design – July 11, 2016 
Begin Construction – January 24, 2017 
End construction – June 27, 2018 
 
GWE Role:  GWE served as the Engineer-of-Record on this project, which was designed in-house.    CEI by others. 
Key Personnel:  Jonathan Cole, P.E., was the Principle and Dennis Croyle, P.E., was the Project Manager and is 
still with the firm.   
Cost:  Consultant fee was $266K and the construction cost was $6.7M. 

  



P:\P-A\CNP\2019\20-02-NEIGHBORHOOD EXP-PH 2\TAB 6.DOC  23 City of North Port - RFP 2020-02 
  Professional Engineering Services for Neighborhood Expansion Phase 2 

Martin County Utilities 
Phil Keathley 
Chief Project Manager 
3473 SE Willoughby Blvd, 
Ste. 102, Stuart, FL  34994 
Phone: (772) 223-7977 
Fax: (772) 221-1447 
pkeathle@martin.fl.us 

 
Martin County Utilities, North River Shores - Phase 2, Sewer Expansion, Stuart, 
Florida  
 
GWE is the Primary Designer for a vacuum collection sewer system into a 
highly developed neighborhood located in Stuart, Florida. This project 
consisted of approximately 24,000 feet (4.5 miles) of vacuum pipe, 
approximately 140 valve pits, a vacuum pump station, and a force main serving 
approximately 250 connections. 
 
 

Project Milestones: 
Begin Design – March 11, 2016 
End Design – February 16, 2017 
Begin Construction – September 21, 2018 
End construction – June, 2019 (anticipated) 
 
GWE Role:  GWE served as the Engineer-of-Record on this project and the CEI. 
Key Personnel:  Jonathan Cole, P.E., is the Principle, Dennis Croyle, P.E., and Randy Blackwell, CEI and are still 
with the firm.    
Costs:  Consultant fee was $177K and the construction cost is $1.5M for the vacuum station and $4.5M for the 
collection system. 
Change orders:  There are no change orders issued to date. 
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CITY OF NORTH PORT - RFP NO. 2020-02 

 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR NEIGHBORHOOD EXPANSION PHASE 2 

 
TAB 7: LITIGATION AND INSURANCE 

 
 
LITIGATION: 
 
Have you been involved in litigation in the last five (5) years?  If so, describe circumstances and outcome. 
 
 
No    
 
 
 
 
INSURANCE: 
 
The proposer shall advise the amount of liability insurance they carry. 
 
 
The amount of liability insurance Giffels-Webster Engineer’s has is $2 million. 
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CITY OF NORTH PORT - RFP NO. 2020-02 

 
PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR NEIGHBORHOOD EXPANSION PHASE 2 

 
TAB 8:  ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
 
GWE Awards / Accomplishments / Recommendations: 

 
GWE has received awards and numerous letters of recommendation 
for design services for our quality of work on numerous types of 
projects.   
 
Our designs for utility projects have been referenced in numerous 
publications, including Public Works Magazine, the October 2003 
issue, and numerous other AIRVAC, Inc. (Bilfinger/Aqseptence Group) 
publications/literature. 
 
In the March, 2017 issue of “Water and Waste Digest” (left), GWE is 
mentioned as looking into vacuum sewers to be an “affordable 
alternative” to gravity sewer designs.  We have also received several 
letters of recommendations from different agencies over the years.  
 
 

 
GWE has also received awards and numerous letters of recommendation 
for design services for our quality of work on numerous types of roadway 
and drainage projects.  
 
In 2016, GWE received the American Public Works Association (APWA) 
“Consultant of the Year” award (stormwater category) for the U.S.-41 
micro-tunnel project for the Charlotte County Public Works Department. 
(right)  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Completed Elkcam Waterway downstream U.S. 41,  
Port Charlotte, Florida. (left)  
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Charlotte County retained GWE, who investigated and recommended 
“micro-tunneling” as an alternate to open cutting for U.S. 41.   
 
Charlotte County and the Florida Department of Transportation 
concurred on the innovative concept.  Excellence in project design and 
construction resulted in successful completion of some of the largest 
micro-tunnel installations in the State of Florida.  
 
The ultimate design included boring seven large diameter culverts ranging 
in size from 60” to 84” drilled over 150 feet, five feet below mean sea 
level under six lanes of traffic.   
 
Also, the U.S. 41 Culverts and Weirs Project received National Attention in 
January 2016: 
 
“I’m pleased to announce that American City and County Magazine 
featured Charlotte County Public Works Department’s U.S. 41 micro-tunnel project on the cover of its January 
issue…”  
 

“The project, which employed a 96,000-pound, remotely controlled tunneling machine, earned the government-
affairs trade publication’s Crown Communities Award.” 

 

Ray Sandrock, Charlotte County Administrator 
 
GWE also received an award from APWA for the Sarasota County “Center Road 
Improvements Project” (right).  The APWA recognized this project in its 
magazine as the 2008 Transportation Project of the Year.  
 
GWE was one of the recipients of the 2010-2011 Building of America Award 
(below) for our involvement in the City of Fort Myers “Downtown Utility 
Replacement & Streetscape Improvement Project” located in Fort Myers, 
Florida. 

 
 
 
 
GWE was also recognized by the Englewood-Cape Haze area 
Chamber of Commerce with a long standing “20 Year Plus” Award.  
This award is given to companies that have been established 
members for over 20 years indicating dedication to the area.  While 
this award does not tie to engineering, it does reflect the 
commitment GWE has in giving back to the community.   
 

On the following page you will see a couple of letters of commendation that we have received, one is from a 
contractor we worked with on several vacuum sewer projects and the other is from the vacuum sewer 
manufacturer.  
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   Forsberg Construction Inc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bilfinger 
(now known as Aqseptence Group) 
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CITY OF NORTH PORT - RFP NO. 2020-02  

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR 
NEIGHBORHOOD EXPANSION PHASE 2 

 
TAB 9. SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS AND REQUIRED SUBMITTAL FORMS 
 TABLE OF CONTENTS 
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Public Entity Crime Information……………………………………………………………......................................………...… (Page 35) 
 
 
Non-Collusive Affidavit……………………………………………………………………………......................................………… (Page 36) 
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Conflict of Interest Form…………………………………………………………………………....................................….………. (Page 38) 
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B. REQUIRED SUBMITTAL FORMS: INCLUDE THIS CHECKLIST  

 Proposal Submittal Signature Form   
 

 Statement of Organization Form 
 

 References – Consultant is to contact the references and advise his/her references that the City will be 
sending an e-mail and reference form which needs to be completed and e-mailed back to the City in a 
timely fashion. This form may be used for Tab 6 above and also included with this section. 

 
 Drug-Free Workplace (If Applicable) 

 
 Public Entity Crime Information 

 
      Non-Collusive Affidavit 
  
      Lobbying Certification 

 
 Conflict of Interest Form 

  Disclosure Form (Consultant/Engineer/Architect) 
 

 Scrutinized Companies   
 

  State Registration Requirements (http://www.sunbiz.org/search.html) 
                      Proposer shall be registered with the State of Florida to perform the professional 
                        services required for this proposal.  A copy of Registration must be included 
                        with submission. 
     Copy of Registration, Attached 
 
   State required license for Prime Firm Only (Not sub-consultants) 

 
 SAMPLE INSURANCE CERTIFICATE:  Demonstrate your firm’s ability to comply with insurance 

requirements. Provide a previous certificate or other evidence listing the Insurance Companies names for 
both Professional Liability and General Liability and the dollar amounts of the coverage. 

  
   YES      NO   Sample Insurance Certificate is included with the submittal 

 
  

    MBE/WBE/VBE: If claiming either Minority Business Enterprise/Women Business Enterprises/Veteran 
Business Enterprise, the Prime Firm (not sub-consultant) shall be certified as a Minority Business 
Enterprise by the State of Florida, Department of Management Services, Office of Supplier Diversity 
pursuant to Section 287.0943, Florida Statutes. 

    
   YES, CLAIMING STATUS AS PRIME ONLY 

 
   YES, I’VE ATTACHED THE CERTIFICATE OF MBE/WBE STATUS FROM THE STATE  

        OF FLORIDA AS OUTLINED SECTION 1. 
                                                             NOT CLAIMING MBE/WBE /VBE 

http://www.sunbiz.org/search.html
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4. Business/Customer Name:           

Name of Contact Person/Title:        

Telephone#     Fax   E-mail       

Address             

Phone Number       

Duration of Contract or business relationship         

Type of Services Provided           

5. Business/Customer Name:           

Name of Contact Person/Title:        

Telephone#     Fax   E-mail       

Address             

Phone Number       

Duration of Contract or business relationship         

Type of Services Provided           

 

1 Project Team 
Name and Title 

Years of 
Experience 

City of office 
the individual 

will work out of 
for this project 

City individual’s 
office is 

normally 
located 

City of 
Individual’s 
residence  

      
      
      
      
      
      
      

2 Magnitude of Company Operations 
 a. Total professional services fees received within last 12 

months 
$ 

 b. Number of similar projects started within last 12 months:  
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City of North Port 
Purchasing 

4970 City Hall Boulevard 
North Port, Florida 34286 

Phone: (941) 429-7170 
 
DATE:  JULY 18, 2020 
 
TO:      PROSPECTIVE PROPOSERS 
 
RE:      RFP NO. 2020-02: PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR NEIGHBORHOOD EXPANSION PHASE 2 
             
RFP DUE DATE:  2:00 PM, JULY 26, 2020                                                        
 
ADDENDUM NO. 1 
       ______________________________________________________ 
Proposers are hereby notified that this addendum shall be made part of the above-named proposal and contract 
documents.  The following changes to the above proposal are issued to modify, and/or clarify the proposal and 
contract documents (the deletions are as strikethroughs and additions as underlined).  These items shall have the 
same force and effect as the original documents, and proposals to be submitted on the specified date shall conform 
with the additions, deletions and revisions as listed herein.  
 
ITEM #1: QUESTIONS/ANSWERS: 
 
Q1: Who’s on the selection committee?  
 
A1.  The selection committee consists of the following employees: Michael Acosta, Jennifer Fehrs, Michael Vuolo, 
and Jennifer Desrosiers.  Please note the Contact Prohibition on page 12 of the Request for Proposals. 
 
Q2. Can you confirm if this a single firm selection?  
 
A2. Yes. The intention is to award to a single firm. Please refer to page 5, Item 2, General Instructions, 
Contract Award/Term in the solicitation. 
  
Q3.  What is the budget for the consulting project?  
 
A3. The estimate for consulting is $600,000. 
 
Q4. In Tab 3 – Key Personnel / Qualifications of The Project Team:  Is the requirement that a brief resume must be 
included for every person shown on the Org Chart or only for Key Members of the project Team? 

 
A4. Tab 3 - KEY PERSONNEL/QUALIFICATIONS OF THE PROJECT TEAM:  List the members of the project team 
and include an organizational chart of the project team. Provide and identify the key designer on the project and a 
list of the personnel with their qualifications.  A brief resume including education, experience, licenses and any 
other pertinent information shall be included for each team member, for each project, including subconsultants to 
be assigned to each project.  Provide any other documentation that demonstrates their ability to satisfy all the 
minimum qualification requirements.  Submittals that do not contain such documentation may be deemed non-
responsive. Provide a statement indicating the lead designer will not be substituted without the express permission 
of the City.   
 
Sufficient information should be included within Tab 3 to ensure that selection committee members can establish 
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the firm’s competency related to the proposed project. Full resumes can be included in an appendix and not count 
towards the page count.  
 
Q5. Is it acceptable to discuss and reference historical project construction costs relative to individual ERUs in the 
proposal/interview? No opinions of cost related to this project would be provided or discussed in the 
proposal/interview. 
 
A5. Yes. Historical construction costs for other projects can be discussed or referenced. However, we cannot 
request, accept, or consider proposals for compensation from any consultant for this project at this stage of the 
competitive process.  
 
Firms are required to acknowledge receipt of this addendum on their proposal forms.  All other terms and 
conditions of the original proposal and contract documents remain the same. 

 
Signature on File_______ 
    
Ginny Duyn, CPPB 
Senior Purchasing Administrator 
Purchasing Division 
4970 City Hall Blvd. 
North Port, Florida 34286 
Tel: 941.429.7174 
Fax: 941.429.7173  
E-mail: gduyn@cityofnorthport.com 

 
Receipt of Addendum No. 1 shall be noted within the Proposal Form in the appropriate section. 

End of Addendum No.1 

mailto:gduyn@cityofnorthport.com
mailto:gduyn@cityofnorthport.com
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