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ARTICLE |- CREATION, POWER & CONSTRUCTION

SECTION 1.01 - CREATION: *Consent to change at joint meeting

The City of North Port, County of Sarasota, State of Florida, was
created, as of June 18, 1959, pursuant to provisions of the Constitution of
the State of Florida, the laws of the State of Florida and the Special
Legislative Enactment of Chapter 59-1617 as amended by Chapter 59-1618.

1Name of the City was changed from the "City of North
Port Charlotte" to "City of North Port." - See Ordinance No. 74-5.°

SECTION 1.02 - POWERS: *Keep original language minus moving sentence as agreed
to. Language is clearer.
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The City of North Port, having been duly created as specified in
Section 1.01, shall have all governmental, corporate and proprietary
powers of the "Home Rule Powers Act" to enable it to conduct
municipal government, perform municipal functions and render
municipal services, and shall exercise any and all powers for municipal
purposes within its corporate limits, except as otherwise provided by
the Constitution, General or Special laws of the State of Florida, or
County Charter, and as such shall have perpetual succession and seal. -

*add back from Section 5.01

The police powers of the City of North Port and the police
jurisdiction granted under this Charter shall extend to and be in
full force and effect upon all property within the corporate limits as
defined in this Charter. *°

N £ tha G : L he P EiofHorth
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SECTION 1.03 - CONSTRUCTION:

In construing this Charter and each and every word, phrase, or part
thereof, where the context will permit:

(a) The singular includes the plural and vice versa.

)T lneiscludestba farini | w 3
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(c) The word "oath" includes affirmations.

(d) Reference to any office or officer includes any person
authorized by law to perform the duties of such office.

(e) "City or Municipality" shall mean City of North Port, Florida.

SECTION 1.04 - INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS:

The City may exercise any of its powers or perform any of its
functions and may participate in the financing thereof, jointly or in
cooperation, by contract or otherwise, with any one or more
municipalities, political subdivisions or districts, or agencies of the State
of Florida, or any other state, or the United States or any agency
thereof.

ARTICLE |l -CORPORATEBOUNDARIES

ARTICLE Il — LEGISLATIVE

SECTION 3.01 - FORM OF GOVERNMENT AND COMPOSITION:

(a) - The form of government, as—established—by—the—Speecial
Logiclative_E y 59 1517 lod F
1618 -is-hereby-adopted-and-’shall be a Commission/Manager plan. The

Commission shall hereinafter be called the City Commission and shall
constitute the governing body.

(b) - The City Commission, with all legislative powers vested therein,
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shall consist of five (5) Commissioners elected by the eleeters-voters of

this City as provided herein. and-inaccordance-with-election-procedures
established by Ordinance:’? Beginning—with—the assumption—of office

SECTION 3.02 - ELECTIONS AND TERMS OF OFFICE:

(a) — Number of Districts. There shall be five (5) City Commission
districts, numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5.

(b) Districts.

(1) Adoption by Commission. The City Commission shall by
ordinance adopt the boundaries of the five (5) districts.

(2) Specifications. The districts shall meet the following
specifications:

(a) Each district shall be formed of compact, contiguous
territory;

(b) The districts shall be based on the principle of equal and
effective representation as required by the United States
Constitution;

(c) The districts shall be as equal in population as possible,
with no more than a 5% deviation in population based on
average population of the districts.

21




(3) Procedure.

‘l I- ‘ . | I I - 12

*clear up redistrict language so as te not conflict with election that takes place that year. Delete language referring to original districting as it's in place & obsolete.

b} The City Commission shall—appreve has already

approved an—initial-districting plan. threugh—passage—of
an—ordinance no—later—than—December—31—2014-
Fhereafter; {The City Commission shall approve a
redistricting plan, if a substantial population shift is
proven, no later than 10 months (300 days) prierte
the-firstregular-City—eleetion following the decennial

census results. Proposed

plans must be available to the public for inspection and
comment not less than one month before the first

public hearing on said plan. The plan shall include a
map and description of the recommended districts. The

Commission _may utilize _management, staff or
consultants _in  the drawing of the district
boundaries.’®This provision shall not be deemed to
prohibit the City Commission from considering
restructuring the boundaries of the districts in the event

of major changes in the population of any district
brought about by annexation, contraction, or
substantial population shifts. Amended district plans will
take affect at the following general election after final

approval.

20
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(4) Failure to Enact Ordinance. If the City Commission fails
to enact a districting or redistricting plan within the required time,
the City Attorney shall, the following business day, inform the
Circuit Court, Sarasota County, and ask that a special master be
appointed to do the distrietingfredistricting. The special master
shall, within sixty days, provide the court with a plan drawn in
accordance with the criteria set forth in §3-:02(b}+{2}-§2.02 (b) (2).
That plan shall have the force and effect of law unless the court
finds it does not comply with said criteria. The court shall cause an
approved plan to go into effect no later earlier than 210 365

days prior—te—the—firstregular—City—election—after the decennial
census results in question. —erif-the-plan isfortheinitial-districts;

by-May—31-2015—-The City shall be liable for all reasonable costs

incurred by the special master in preparing the plan for the court.

u-p—ie{—eleeﬂenﬂﬂ—z-gi& A sitting commissioner who is affected by the

r e districting may serve out the balance of his—er-hertheir term as a
representative of his-er-hertheir former seat.

(d) Each Seat on the City Commission is hereby designated as
District Seat Numbers 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 respectively. The five
City Commissioners shall be elected, at large, to one of the five district
seats.

City Commissioners shall hold office for a term of four years and

‘ ! l el - c
terms—prior—te—2042. No person shall be elected to the office of a city
commissioner more than twice, and no person who has held the office
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of a city commissioner, or acted as a city commissioner, for more than
two vears of a term to which some other person was elected city
commissioner shall be elected to the office of a city commissioner more

than once.'

At the 2016 primary and general municipal election, three
Commissioners shall-be were elected to District Seat Numbers 1, 2
and 3 respectively. Except as otherwise provided herein, primary and
general municipal elections for District Seat Numbers 1, 2 and 3 shall
be conducted every four years thereafter. At the 2018 primary and
general municipal election, two (2) Commissioners shall be elected
to District Seat Numbers 4 and 5, respectively. Except as
otherwise provided herein, Primary and General municipal
elections for District Seat Numbers 4 and 5 shall be conducted every
four years thereafter.

(e) - All elections to the Office of Commissioner shall be on a
nonpartisan basis without regard for or to designation of the political
party affiliation of any candidate on any petition or ballot.

(f) - Municipal elections shall be conducted every two (2) years. City
Commissioners shall be elected to serve a term of four (4) years to fill
vacancies occasioned by the expiration of the terms of members of the
City Commission and shall serve until their successors are elected,

gualified and sworn: unless otherwise provided herein. *allows for winners in
primary or those who have no opposition.

(g) - Every candidate for City Commission shall be nominated for
such office by the filing of a petition esrtairing-providing the following:

(1) - The nominee's name, place of residence, Commission
District Seat Number (1 through 5). The candidate must reside in

the district for which they run fer—which—he/lshe seeksto-bea
candidaterand
7
*This was added and not criginal language, a question arose in 2016 whather it was citywide or enly in district. These are registered voters or qualified
electors as vote hadn't occurred.
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(2) - The signatures of not less than twenty-five (25) qualified
electors veters—ef-the-Distriet within the City of North Port. Each
signature shall be made in ink and the residence address of each
signatory shall be provided opposite the signature.

Petition forms shall be obtained from the City Clerk. Each
candidate shall notify the City Clerk which Commission District Seat
he/she—the candidate will be seeking when petition forms are
obtained.

~ondid electi | District € iz
S I | I- ‘16 p - I I | - - I- - E [. l l E
it C - ol 3l LiGiubiegen : I

£ . bk bestl Ko arriihiod b this B Clodl L hicl
hall| | ially in the f idedin—F-S—§99.023(1)a)
Eggg;; I |.17 p . l . . " w E i

lid hall_al . L ciaiei .

depositony.’® Completed nominating petitions shall be filed with
the City Clerk any time after noon of the 71% day prior to the first
primary, but not later than noon of the 67 day prior to the date of
the first primary. Signatures shall be verified by the Supervisor of
Elections at candidate expense upon filing.*®

first Tuesday-after the first Monday-in-November? If less than two

(2) persons qualify for nomination to any Commission District Seat,
the qualifying nominee shall be deemed elected upon the closing of

the qualification period. In each year in which a general municipal
election is held and more than two persons qualify for nomination
to a particular Commission District Seat, a primary election for
nomination of City Commission candidates shall be held on the
Tuesday ten (10) weeks prior to the general municipal election. If
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any nominee in the primary election receives fifty percent (50%)
plus one vote of the total votes cast in the primary election for the
Commission District Seat they he/she is—heminated—for—plus—one
vote—such-nominee—shall be declared elected to the Commission
District Seat without the necessity of running in the general
municipal election. If in the primary election for a Commission

District Seat, no nominee receives fifty percent (50%) of the
total votes cast in the primary election for said Commission
District Seat, plus one vote, the two (2) nominees receiving the
highest number of votes in the primary election for a particular
Commission District Seat shall be declared candidates for said
Commission District Seat and run in the general municipal
election. The candidate for a Commission District Seat who
receives the highest number of votes among the candidates for said
District Seat in the general municipal election shall be declared
elected to that District Seat. In the event of a tie vote in the primary

or general election for a particular Commission District Seat, the tie
shall be resolved by drawing lots.

*The above changes are because there have been issues with the idea that someone may be
elected but unable to take the seat for months. The language clarifies that once “elected” they take
office. For Ex: if no one chooses to run for a seat the person who filed is officially elected by
qualification, yet they must sit until Nov. Same goes for someone who wins in Primary. Many
residents have expressed issues with the provisions.

(i) Beginning of term. Terms will begin two business days following
the certification of ballots by the Supervisor of Elections. The City
Commission shall convene for the purpose of announcing the election

results, and the newly elected Commissioner(s) shall subscribe to the
oath of office.!

*Hurricane Charley displaced many of the Charlotte County Commissioners. Many had to reside out of district for
nearly 2 years as their homes were rebuilt and they fought with insurance. Most ignored the district
requirement and allowed them to do so. However, one was lambasted within the media and proceeded to
resign under the scrutiny. This allows for these types of emergencies to be addressed. This also addresses
the requirement to continue residency throughout the term of office. (l) we know that the clerk arranges
the swearing in ceremony.
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() Commissioners must reside within their District for the duration of
their term. If relocated out of District, but still within the County, due to
a_declared emergency or loss of residence due to emergency
circumstances, said Commissioner has 6 months to reestablish residency
within their District. If the Commissioner is unable to reestablish within
the 6 month deadline due to good cause, they may be granted a onetime
continuance for an additional 6 months by a majority vote of their peers.
If a Commissioner is unwilling or has not reestablished residency within
their District in the provided timeline the seat is considered vacant at the
closing of business on the day of final deadline.

() - The provisions of the general election laws of the State of
Florida shall apply to elections held under this charter.?

) - All necessary arrangements shall be made by the City
Clerk Cemmission’>

SECTION 3.03 - COMPENSATION:

(a) - The City Commission shall receive an annual compensation and
expense allowance as determined by the City's budget.

(b) - Any ordinance which changes the compensation of the
Commissioners will not take effect until the next General City Election.

SECTION-2-04--JUDGE QEQUALIEICATIONS:

*Just unethical

SECTION 3.05 - QUALIFICATIONS OF ELECTED MEMBERS AND

CANDIDATES:

(a) - Members of the City Commission shall be citizens of the United

Z1




States, State of Florida and the City of North Port and shall be registered
voters of the City of North Port.

*Per the dept. of state residency can only be determined by a court. Factual support can be by tax
receipts, bank accounts, DL, homestead, utilities, lease/mortgage and such. By swearing the Oath you
are committing to the truth of being in that residence for the year and thereafter.

(b) _Candidates for a City Commission district seat must be a
resident of that District for a minimum of one (1) vear prior to filing for

election A-enre{d)}-year-district-resideney-requirement-as-determined-by

(d) - Public officials and employees of the City of North Port shall be
governed by the Code of Ethics for Public Officers and Employees as
provided in Part Ill of Chapter 112 Florida Statutes as amended {112.311

and112313 et segFHorida-Statutesas-the same-may-from-time-to-time
be-amended}-and by those additional standards of conduct that may be

or are adopted by ordinance. %elatieﬁﬁ—ef—any—piﬁea%;s—ef—sueh-eeée

ARTICLE 1V - GANVASSINGELECTHONS-AND-ASSUMPTION-OF

PEREE,
SECTION 4.01 - CANVASSING-ELECHIONS:
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ARTICLE V -JURISDICTION AND RESPONSIBILITIES

SECTION 5.01 - POWERS OFFHE CITY:- PROHIBITIONS

i-n—t-his—@har—ter—” *added back into 1.02 (b) is repetitive language as it is mentioned just above.

@ - The City may net** borrow money, contract loans and issue
bonds (general obligation or revenue) to finance the undertaking of any
capital or other project for the purposes permitted by the State
Constitution and may pledge the funds, credit, property and taxing
power of the municipality for the payment of such debts and bonds,
unless approved by a majority of the gualified—electors—voters in a

general or special election.




SECTION 5.02 - POWERS OF THE CITY COMIMISSION:

All powers in the City, except as otherwise provided in this Charter
or by the Constitution of the State of Florida, or by general or special
laws or County Charter are vested in the City Commission. The City
Commission shall determine the manner in which such powers of this

City shall be exercised as prescribed by ordinance or resolution.

*As presented may prohibit (b) having the ability to investigate.
Furthermore, often the CM will say go ahead and get with...so they can
perform the task or retrieve what you’re looking for.

a)

Neither the Commission, nor any member thereof, shall dictate
the appointment of any person to office or employment by
the City Manager or in any manner prevent the City Manager
from exercising his own judgment in selecting the personnel
of the

City Manager’s subordinates;-unless otherwise provided herein.
ane—its Commission member shall deal with the Administrative
services _through the City Manager, and neither the
Commission, nor any member thereof, shall give orders to or
make requests upon any of the subordinates of the City
Manager, either publicly or privately unless authorized to do so
by City Manager—Any—such—dictation; erders,—requests—or
interferance—upon—the part—of —a —member—of the City
Commission—with-the—administration-of the City shall be cause
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for-theCity Commissioner’sremoval-from—office3 But+ The

Commission may express its views and fully and freely

discuss with the City Manager anything pertaining to the
appointment and removal of such officers and employees.®

b) Investigations. The City Commission may make investigation_s
into _the affairs of the city and the conduct of any city
department, office, or agency and for this purpose may
subpoena witnesses, administer oaths, take testimony, and

require the production of evidence.?®

SECTION 5.03 - POWERS OF THE MAYOR: *What if no one wants the
job? (b) it’s a position not an office, it’s not a choice by the voters and
merely a title with no authority. (C) that’s the Attorney’s responsibility.

(a) - At the first regularly scheduled City Commission meeting in
November, the City Commission shall elect, by majority vote, one of its
members as Mayor, and one of its members as Vice-Mayor. The Vice-
Mayor shall assume the duties of the Mayor in the absence thereof.
The term of the Mayor and Vice-Mayor shall be one (1) vyear. A
Commissioner _may not serve as Mayor or Vice-Mayor for two
consecutive terms unless nominated and elected by unanimous vote. *

(b)- The Mayor shall preside at all meetings of the City Commission,
perform such other duties consistent with the effiee position as may be
imposed upon it by law or City Ordinance, and shall have a vote in
~ the proceedings of the Commission.

tb}-(c) - The Mayor may use the official title ef-effiece when necessity
arises from the general laws of the State and shall be recognized as the

official head of the City by the courts for the purpose of serving civil
process; in the exercising of military law and for all ceremonial

purposes; be-respensible-to-see-thatal-laws—previsiens-ef-this-Charter
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and-acts-of-the-Commission-are-faithfully-exeecuted;-sign on behalf of the

City all intergovernmental agreements, ordinances, resolutions and any
other official documents.

SECTION 5.04 - ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE OF CITY GOVERNMENT:

*I don't believe we have the authority or power to abolish any “districts” only departments but if Fire is in there
shouldn’t the others?

(a) - The City Commission shall, by ordinance, activate or deactivate
departments as deemed necessary for the efficient administration and
operation of City government. The following departments may not be
deactivated except by referendum:

(1) - City Manager
(2) - Police Department
(3) - Fire Rescue District

(4) - Department of Finance

(5) Road & Drainage District

(b) - The following offices shall not be subject to abolishment by the
City Commission:

(1) - City Clerk
(2) - City Attorney

SECTION 5.05 - APPOINTMENTS OF ADVISORY BOARDS &
COMMITTEES: *not sure if this should be removed, on the fence. We
are allowed the power but is it specifically enumerated as it is for

counties and other agencies. I'm unsure...
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SECTION 5.06 - STANDING ADVISORY BOARDS:

The City Commission shall always maintain the following Advisory
Boards:

(a) - Charter Review Advisory Board
(b) - Plénning & Zoning Advisory Board

The City Commission may appoint additional advisory boards and
committees with respect to the exercise of any function of the City.>

ARTICLE VI - MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION

SECTION 6.01 - MEETINGS:

*December has always been a very tough time for meetings and staff. FYI- both meeting in public and public comment is required by
law and doesn’t really need to be in the charter.

The City Commission shall meet at such time and place as
prescribed by ordinance, except that it shall meet regularly not less than
once each month but not in the month of August and December. If
there is more than one generalregular meeting per month, one shall
be scheduled in the evening.”® All meetings shall be public and—any
person—shall-have-the rght—to—be-heardon—anymatter—bhefore—the
Commission—except as provided by State Law. The public shall have
the right to be heard as provided by Ordinance inGity-Code. ™
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SECTION 6.02 - RULES:

(a) - The City Commission shall determine its own regulatiens-rules

and order of business: , trpremulgating-theregulations,rules-and-erder
of business—proceedings,—theCity-Commission—and shall be guided by

parliamentary law-procedures.*?

*leave in as it isn’t specified and the police chief is a city manager employee not ours to require their
presence.

(b)- The Chief of Police, or his a _duly designated deputy, shall
attend all meetings of the City Commission and aid in the enforcement
of order under the direction of the presiding officer. *3

SECTION 6.03 - QUORUM:

*the highlighted part conflicts with resolution and ordinance requirements for majority of commission versus those present. |
personally belfeve it should always be “the quorum present”.

A majority of all members of the City Commission shall constitute a
quorum, but a lesser number may adjourn from day to day and compel
the attendance of absent members in such a manner and under such
penalties as may be prescribed by ordinance. No action of the
Commission, except as otherwise provided for herein and in Article MH
M ??(Vacancies) hereof, shall be binding unless adopted by the
affirmative vote of the majority of a quorum present.

SECTION 6.04 - MAJORITY VOTE REQUIREMENTS:
*if this suggestion is added then the last sentence above may be deleted. Furthermore, | don’t ever remember this in the charter

during my previous terms, along with other verbiage seen in the last 2 years.

It shall require a majority vote of the commission quorum present

entire—City—Commissien for the enactment of ordinances, resolutions

and contractual commitments unless otherwise specified in this

Charter, ordinance or general law.
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SECTION 6.06 - VOTING:

Voting on ordinances shall be by roll call and shall be so recorded in

the journal. Allotherissues—may-be by-voicevote{yeas-oernaysiorat
I £ E” i FE- IE’:E“EE”‘IEtE.tLS
SECTION 6.07 - CONEFLICT-OFINTEREST:

ARTICLE VII - VACANCIES

SECTIOM 7504 - VACGANCYIN-THE-OFHEE-BF MAYOR-VACANCIES:
I ias_The offi : — alid

7

 offical hetizadbulan
VACANCIES DEFINED:
SECTION 7.01 *7aken & amended from another Fl. City Charter. Merely simplified language with same intent.

In addition to other provisions of this charter, a vacancy shall be

deemed to exist in any elective office on the day when the officer dies,
effective date of their resignation filed with the city clerk, is removed from
office, moves from the city and/or fails to reside in their elected district, is
convicted of a felony, or of misconduct in office under this charter, is judicially

declared to be mentally incompetent, or is absent from three (3) consecutive
regular meetings of the commission, unless excused by the commission for
cause to be stated in the record of commission proceedings.

SECTION 7.02 - MACANCY REQUIRING SPECIALELECHON—FILLING

VACANCIES: *Taken & amended from another Fl. City Charter

Except as otherwise provided in this charter, if a vacancy in any

elective office occurs within ninety (90) days of the next general election,
, 43




the office shall be filled by appointment of a qualified applicant, per
Article Il of this Charter, within fourteen (14) days after such vacancy
occurs. Appointment shall be by the concurring vote of at least three (3)
members of the commission. The person appointed by the council shall
serve until the next general city election.

If a vacancy in any elective office occurs more than ninety (90)

days prior to the next general election, the commission shall call a special

election to fill the vacancy within fourteen (14) days of occurrence. A
special election shall be held on the first available date per Sarasota
County Supervisor of Elections and governed by the election provisions
of this charter and state statutes.
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SECTION 7.03 - FILLING EXTRAORDINARY VACANCIES: *already defined above,

unnecessary language

In the event three (3) or more vacancies on the City Commission

occur due-to-death-disabilityforfeiture-of office-orresignation-the City

Clerk shall immediately notify the Governor of the State who shall fill
the vacancies by appointment and the same shall serve until the next

general or special election. Fhe—City—Clerk—shal—then—declare—these
offices—as—vacancies—and proceed with an election for the unexpired

term of each position in accordance with the City's Election Ordinance.
ARTICLE VIII - ELECTIONS *°

SECTION 8.01 - PROCEDURE:

(a1 iy £ 4 | aloction.] £ tha S 3
Elorida-shall-apply-to-elections-held-underthis-charter5!

ARTICLE IX - LEGISLATIVE ENACTMENTS

SECTION 9.01 — ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS ENACTFMENT:+reviewed

several different Fl Municipal Charters, not one had the detail that has been deleted, in fact few had a reference at all.

Those that did were basic as amended.
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@ - The procedures for adoption of ordinances and resolutions
provided in Florida State Statutes shall apply. Each ordinance shall be
introduced in writing and shall embrace but one subject and matters

properly connected therewith. The subject shall be stated clearly in the
title.-No-ordinance—shall- be revised-oramended-byreference-to-its-title

. ™ " hall PRTI o
amendedsection™
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SECTION 9.04 - ANNEXATION ORDINANCE: *Leave in as currently we annex only those

requesting. | feel as if this gives us more authority and a defensibility to those who may appeal the actions.

The City Commission may annex any lands to the City of North Port
by ordinance provided all requirements and administrative procedures
are as stipulated by general law.®°

SECTION 9.05 - REZONING-ORDINANCE:




preseribed-by-generaHaw-and-erdinance.®
SECTION 9.07 - @RGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE ORBINANCE:

SECTION 9.08 - RESOLUTIONS: * put back as much was accomplished by mere resolution over the

years, contrary to Charter.

A resolution is _an_expression of a governing body concerning
matters of administration, an expression of a temporary character, or a
provision for the disposition of a particular item of the administrative
business of the governing body. Therefore, a resolution shall be
introduced in writing and shall embrace but one (1) subject and matters
properly connected therewith. The subject shall be clearly stated in the
title. A resolution shall be noticed once in a public place of the
Municipality for at least five (5) days prior to adoption and shall be
enacted at a City Commission meeting and may be read by title only and
proffered for its adoption.®

SECTION 9.09 - ERFECHVEDATE:

SECTION 9.10 - CODIFICATION: *Leave in as it is not specifically notated.
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Immediately after adoption of this revised Charter, and at least
annually thereafter, the Commission shall provide for the preparation of
general codification of all City ordinances.®’

ARTICLE X - CHARTER AMENDMENTS

SECTION 10.01 - AMENDMENTS, HOW AUTHORIZED: *¢ss says 10%, allow for any

election to be used which in turn would save money. Becomes effective when certified, also may have other effective
dates such as seen in districting. Conflicting statement.

(a) - The City Commission shall, by ordinance, amend any part of the
Charter when such part is pre-empted by general or special laws, has
been judicially construed to be contrary to either the State or Federal
Constitution or the general or special laws of the State,®® or when, as a
result of annexation or de-annexation, the corporate boundaries of the
City change. Upon passage of subject ordinance, the governing body
shall have the amendment incorporated into the Charter and file same
with the Florida Department of State.

(b) - The City Commission may, by ordinance, and the electers
voters of the City may, by a petition signed by ten percent (10%}-five
percent{5%)%° of the registered voters, submit a proposed amendment
to the Charter, or the Charter Review Advisory Board may recommend a

proposed amendment. The governing body shall subject the proposed
amendment(s) or petition(s) to referendum at the next primary or

general election or at a special election ealled—fer-that—purpese. Upon

passage of the amendment by majority of the electers-voters voting in
the referendum, the governing body, by ordinance, shall have the
amendment incorporated into the Charter and shall file same with the
Florida Department of State.

e} E hecCl hall bo offectivel liataby ot
apprevalby-the-electerate.

ARTICLE XI - ADMINISTRATION

43




SECTION 11.01 - GENERALROLICY:

ARTICLE XII - CITY MANAGER

SECTION 12.01 - ACFRAHONORDEACTHIAHON-GFOERICE:

SECTION 12.02 - APPOINTMENT AND QUALIFICATIONS:

The City Commission shall appoint a City Manager by majority vote
of the governing body. He-The City Manager shall be appointed solely
on the basis of his—the City Manager’s executive and administrative
qualifications and without regard to his-the City Manager’s political
persuasion. It shall not be necessary that the City Manager be a
resident of the City at the time of his-appointment; however, he-the City
Manager shall be required to establish residency in the City within a one
(1) year period after appointment.

SECTION 12.03 - COMPENSATION:

The City Commission shall determine and establish
the compensation for the City Manager by contract.
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SECTION 12.04 - REMOVAL:

The City Manager may be removed by a majority vote of the entire

City Commission or by mutual consent of both parties.”? shall-be

SECTION 12.05 - VACANCY:

In the event of a vacancy occurring in the Office of the City Manager
for any reason whatsoever, the City Commission shall designate a
properly qualified person to execute the functions of the office until
such time as a new City Manager is forthwith appointed.

SECTION 12.06 - POWERS AND DUTIES:

The City Manager, as Chief Administrative Officer of the City, shall
be responsible to the City Commission for the proper administration
and management of all affairs of the City including, but not limited to,

those placed under his-the City Manager’s authority under this Charter.




for-his-the-City-Manager'sremovalfrom-office—"> He-The City Manager
shall:

(a) -Supervise all governmental and proprietary functions of the City

and all departments and divisions.

(b) -Employ or remove all employees of the City (except appointees
of the City Commission and the Legal Department) subject to the
provisions of this Charter and all ordinances and personnel rules and
regulations.

(c) -Promulgate such rules and regulations and amendments
thereto for appointment, promotion, discipline and removal of
employees of the City, except as otherwise provided for in this Section.

(d) -Enforce all ordinances, franchises and contracts of the City.

(e) -Attend all City Commission meetings, either in person or by his
duly designated representative, with a voice but not a vote in the
proceedings.

(f) - At the first meeting each month of the City Commission, submit
a summary report of receipts and disbursements.

(g) --Advise the City Commission of the financial and other needs of

iccinn in wwhich +ha City Mo

requirements—for—the—ensuing—year. Prepare and submit the annual
budget and capital program to the City Commission, and implement the
final budget approved by the Commission to achieve the goals of the
city; submit to the City Commission and make available to the public a
complete report on the finances and administrative activities of the city
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as of the end of each fiscal year; make such other reports as the City

Commission may reguire concerning operations; Keep the City
Commission fully advised as to the financial condition and future needs

of the city. 7

(h) - Be the purchasing agent for the City.
(i) - Sign warrants for payment of moneys for the City.

(j) - Be custodian of all real property and tangible personal property
of the City.

(k) -Perform such duties as may be prescribed under this Charter or
as may be required of such office himerher-by ordinance or resolution
of the City Commission.

(1) - Determine whether any officer, clerk or employee shall require
bonding and the amount thereof. When bonding shall be required, the
costs of same shall be paid by the City of North Port.

(m)- Sign all contracts, agreements and applications for the City of
North Port after such has been approved by City Commission at a
regular or special City Commission meeting.

ARTICLE XIII - CITY CLERK

SECTION 13.01 - APPOINTMENT AND QUALIFICATIONS:

The City Commission shall, by majority vote, appoint the City Clerk
and—a—DeputyCity Clerk’” solely on the basis of thei—executive and

Administrative qualifications and without regard to their—political
persuasion. It shall not be necessary that the City Clerk be a resident of
the City at the time of the appointment; however, ke-the City Clerk shall
be required to establish residency in the City within a one (1) year
period after appointment.
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SECTION 13.02 - COMPENSATION:

The City Commission shall determine and establish the
compensation for the City Clerk by contractand-Deputy-City-Clerk.

SECTION 13.03 - REMOVAL:

The City Clerk may be removed by a majority vote of the entire City

Commission or by mutual consent of both parties.”® andferBeputy-City

SECTION 13.04 - VACANCY:

In the event of a vacancy occurring in the Office of the City Clerk for
any reason whatsoever, the City Commission shall designate a properly
qualified person to execute the functions of the office until such time as

a new City Clerk is forthwith appointed.” Fhe-Deputy—City—Clerk—shall
b o dutiesof the-CitvClerk-until-such-ti Citv Clagl

. gt

SECTION 13.05 - DUTIES:

The City Clerk shall be the head of the Department of Records. He
The City Clerk shall be the custodian of all official records of the City and
the custodian of the official City Seal. He—The City Clerk shall be
responsible to the City Commission for the proper administration of all
affairs concerning the records of the City placed in his-the City Clerk’s
charge by and under this Charter and as may be promulgated by
ordinance or by resolution but not limited to those placed under his-the

City Clerk’s authority by this Charter.;-and-shalk—The City Clerk shall
(a) - Make recommendations concerning the records

of governmental and proprietary functions of the City.

(b)—R | ol official et fthe Citv Commission
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(c) - Serve as the election official for the City.
(d) - Authenticate documents of the City.

(e) - Attest all written contracts and instruments on behalf of the
City.

(f) - Prescribe and be responsible for a system of review, retention
and disposition of records of all governmental and proprietary functions
of the City and all departments of the City.

(g) - Administer oaths required or authorized under general law, the
City Charter or ordinance of the City.

(h) - Countersign warrants for payment of obligations.

(i) - Perform such duties as may be prescribed by general law, by the
City Charter, by ordinances of the City, or by direction of the City
Commission.

(j) - Attend all meetings of the City Commission, either in person or
by his-the City Clerk’s duly designated representative, give notice of all
meetings to the City Commission and to the public,®* and keep a journal
of its proceedings, the correctness of which proceedings as entered in
such journal shall be certified to after each meeting by his-the City
Clerk’s signature and the signature of the presiding officer of the City

Commission.

(k)— keep on file the legal descriptions of the boundaries of the City

as amended.??

ARTICLE XIV - DEPUTY CITY CLERK

SECTION 13.01 - APPOINTMENT AND QUALIFICATIONS:

The City Commission shall, by majority vote, appoint the Deputy
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City Clerk solely on the basis of-executive and administrative
qualifications and without regard to political persuasion. The City Clerk
shall be required to establish residency in the City within a one (1)
year period after appointment.

SECTION 13.02 - COMPENSATION:

The City Commission shall determine and establish the
compensation for the Deputy City Clerk by contract.

SECTION 13.03 - REMOVAL:

The City Clerk may be removed by a majority vote of the entire City
Commission or by mutual consent of both parties.

SECTION 13.04 - VACANCY:

In the event of a vacancy occurring in the Office of the Deputy City
Clerk for any reason whatsoever, the City Commission shall designate a

properly qualified person to execute the functions of the office until
such time as a new Deputy City Clerk is forthwith appointed.

SECTION 13.05 - DUTIES:

The Deputy City Clerk shall be the assistant to The City Clerk and
shall be responsible for all of the City Clerks duties in their absence. The
Deputy City Clerk shall be responsible to the City Commission and the
City Clerk as may be promulgated by ordinance or by resolution but not
limited to those placed under the Deputy City Clerk’s authority by
this Charter. The Deputy City Clerk shall

(a.) -Make recommendations concerning the records of
governmental and proprietary functions of the City.

(b.)- Serve as the election official for the City in absence of the City

Clerk.
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(c.) Perform such duties as may be prescribed by general law, by the
City Charter, by ordinances of the City, or by direction of the City
Commission and/or City Clerk.

(d.) Attend all meetings of the City Commission, either in person or
by the City Clerk’s designated representative

ARTICLE XIV -CITY ATTORNEY

SECTION 14.01 - APPOINTMENT AND QUALIFICATIONS:

The City Commission shall, by majority vote, appoint a City Attorney
who shall be a lawyer admitted to practice in the State of Florida.

hall | I he City_ I i £ tho Ci
at—the—time—of—appeintment;—however—the City Attorney shall be

required to establish residency in the City within a one (1) year period

after appointment.®

SECTION 14.02 - COMPENSATION:
The City Commission shall determine the compensation for the City

Attorney by contractual agreement.
SECTION 14.03 - REMOVAL:

The City Attorney may be removed by a majority vote of the entire
City Commission or by mutual consent of both parties.

SECTION 14.04 - VACANCY:

In the event of a vacancy occurring in the Office of the City Attorney
for _any reason whatsoever, the City Commission shall designate a
properly qualified person to execute the functions of the office until
such time as a new City Attorney is forthwith appointed.®* ia-the-event

T e hall_di by B EIER
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SECTION 14.05 - DUTIES: *per recent Court Case it is not recommended that the CA “represents’ the
Code enforcement process, Duties are changed to be consistent with other officers.

(a) - The City Attorney shall be the legal advisor and counselor for
the City Commission, the city manager, all city departments, offices,

agencies and city boards. ®° fer-all-departments-and-allofits-officersin
matters—relatingto—their—official—duties—He—The City Attorney shall

prepare or review all contracts, bonds, and all other legal and official
instruments in which the Municipality is concerned and shall endorse on
each his-the City Attorney’s approval of the form and correctness prior

to the commission’s review. No formal contract or legal document®
with the Municipality shall take effect until sueh-his-the City Attorney’s

apprevatsse-endorsed-thereon-legal opinion is provided.

(b)- He The City Attorney shall act as legal advisor for preseeuting-
attorney-befere-the Code Enforcement process Beard. &

(c) - He-The City Attorney shall prosecute and defend on behalf of
the City all complaints, suits, and controversies in which the City is a
party except where the City’s defense is provided either by contract or
law by a third party.

(d) - He—Upon request, the City Attorney shall furnish the City
Commission and its members, City Boards,® the City Manager and the
head of any department, his—the City Attorney’s opinion on any
question of law relating to official city business. any—matter

oo thoi : | dutios.
(e) - He-The City Attorney shall perferm—such-other—duties—as—are

perform such duties as may be prescribed by general law, by the City
Charter, by ordinances of the City, or by direction of the City
Commission.
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(f) - He-The City Attorney shall advise the City Commission as to
their compliance or non-compliance with the provisions of the Charter

and Florida Statutes.

(g) - He—The City Attorney shall attend all meetings of the City
Commission, either in person or by his—the City Attorney’s duly
designated representative to supply those legal services as may be

needed during the meeting.
ARTICLE XV - INITIATIVE

SECTION 15.01 - GENERAL AUTHORITY:

The Citizens of the City and individual Commissioner shall have
power to propose ordinances to the Commission or request
reconsideration of adopted ordinances by petitien submitting a
sighed request.by %)—five percent (5%) ef—the

SECTION 15.02 - PROCEDURE: #pon't see why this is necessary as it seems you need an ordinance

to consider the ordinance in question. If that isn’t the case and it means a new amended ordinance must be
submitted for either, then it should state so clearly.

ARTICLE XVI - SUITS AGAINST THE CITY OR CITY OFFICIAL

SECTION 16.01 - PROCEDURE:




(b) - Any suit against a City Official brought about as a result of an
Official acting within the scope of his-the City Official’s authority shall be

indemnified by the City. %

ARTICLE XVII - SEVERABILITY CLAUSE

SECTION 17.01 - GENERAL PROVISIONS:

Should any part, section, subsection, sentence, clause or provision
of this Charter be construed by the courts of this State to be
unconstitutional, ineffectual or inoperative for any reason, the
remainder of this Charter shall not be affected.
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