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NORTH PORT CITY COMMISSION

MINUTES OF WORKSHOP MEETING
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26, 2012

PRESENT: Commissioner Jones, Chair; Commissioner Treubert, Vice-Chair; Commissioners
Blucher, Garofalo, and Yates; City Manager Lewis; Acting City Attorney Blackwell;
Deputy City Clerk Adkins; Police Chief Vespia; and Recording Secretary Strong:

The North Port City Commission Workshop Meeting was called to order in City Chambers at 2:04 p.m.
by Chair Jones,

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Commission.
1, DISCUSSION REGARDING COMMUNICATION SERVICE TAX

Subsequent to City Manager Lewis providing background information, Finance Director Lear provided a
PowerPoint presentation regarding the Florida Communications Services Tax Simplification Law
(Chapter 202 F.S.) including the findings of a Working Group (Working Group) created by the State to
review the Communications Services Tax (CST) and its administration.

Addressing concerns, Director Lear clarified the following: 1) the Working Group determined that “Voice
Over Internet Programs” are considered data plans and taxable revenue sources have been reduced due to
“land lines” being replaced with cell phones; 2) one of the fastest growing communication industries is
the pre-paid phone plan which adds to the reduction of revenue from the CST; 3) within Chapter 202 F.S,,
local government’s ability to audit telecommunication companies was removed which would have
ensured the reported taxable sales were correct; 4) the Working Group did not research the vnlimited
telecommunication plans but are researching the “bundling” programs which are bundled under “data™
causing less tax revenue; 5) the Working Group determined that the Pre-Paid plans would be taxed where
purchased, not necessarily where used; 6) the Pre-Paid plans were non-existent when the Communications
Services Tax (CST) was adopted and the mechanics of collecting the tax was not covered; 7) the
Working Group consists of different representatives including the retail sector which has a different
impact of pre-paid plans than the telecommunication providers; 8) the CST was designed to be a stable
revenue stream; 9) some cities have bonded the revenue to allow it to be used for improvement projects;
10) the purpose of the Workshop is to bring awareness to the issue, to make this issue a top legislative
priority and protect revenue streams which provide the necessary services from the General Fund; 11)
City Manager Lewis provided clarification on the methodology for the State allocating funds from the
CST and noted that Finance Director Lear, the City Lobbyists and Tampa Finance Director Sharon Fox
will provide updates from the Working Group concerning this issue; and 12) one of the conversations
with the Working Group is to suggest combine the CST with collected sales tax.

2. DISCUSSION REGARDING RESIDENTIAL STREET LIGHTS

Subsequent to City Manager Lewis providing background information, Public Works Director Adumuah
provided a PowerPoint presentation regarding the North Port Residential Streetlight Program.

Discussion ensued regarding: 1) criteria for approving a request for the installation of a new streetlight on
residential streets; 2) process of notifying residents of approval or denial of requested streetlight; 3)
methodology for the funding of the Streetlight Program and allocated funds for requests allocated but not
approved; 4) project related difference between transportation and residential lighting; 5) total mileage of
Toledo Blade Boulevard and Sumter Boulevard; 6) total number of North Port arterial and coliector
roads; 7) street light operation, maintenance and installation costs; 8) option of creating a “Streetlight
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District”; 8) available options for lighting residential properties; 9) cost for installation and removal of
streetlights on Toledo Blade and Sumter Boulevards; 9) monthly streetlight billing from Florida Power &
Light (FPL); 10) streetlight funding in surrounding areas; 11) legal review of options for streetlight
funding; 12) importance of street lighting at school bus stops, intersections, roads recording traffic
accidents, and lighting to ensure public safety; 13) installation of permanent street lights at school bus
stops which are determined annually; 15) suggested Sarasota County School Board responsibility for
street light funding at school bus stops; and 16) parameters for street lighting within a Special Assessment
District.

Discussion continued regarding: 1) methodology for Charlotte County street lighting; 2) creating District
options for street lighting and utility infrastructure; 3) budgeted street light funding; 4) option of re-
structuring the Road & Drainage District to fund the street lighting approvals through ad — valorem
revenue; 5) alternative lighting sources and costs for solar panel lighting; and 6) re-instating the
Residential Streetlight Program,

Commissioner Garofalo left the meeting at 3:57 p.m.

Addressing concerns, City Manager Lewis noted that a Streetlight Workshop will be scheduied for
January or February, 2013 to afford staff the opportunity to provide the following information requested
by the Commission: 1) the total mileage of Toledo Blade and Sumter Boulevards; 2) total number of
arterial and collector roads in North Port; 3) North Port Streetlight Program allocated funds and allocated
funds for requests not approved; 4) street light operational costs; 5) list and number of school bus stops in
North Port; 5) more information on Special Assessment and Lighting District options; 6) information
regarding street light/utility funding options; and 7) alternative lighting sources and costs for solar panel
lighting.

1. PUBLIC COMMENT:
There was no public comment,

2. ADJOURNMENT:

Chair Jones adjourned the North Port City Commission Workshop Meeting at 4:06 p.m.

CITY OF NORTH PORT, FLORIDA

ATTEST:

BY: A orian 5 dortey

- TOM JONES, COMMISSIAN v
CHAIR

LEN M. RAIMBEAU, MMC
CITY CLERK

Minutes approved at the Commission Regular Meeting

this /3 Day of AbYemBer 2012.
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