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PART I - CHARTER1 1 

ARTICLE I. - CREATION, POWER AND CONSTRUCTION 2 

Section 1.01. - Creation.  3 

The City of North Port, County of Sarasota, State of Florida, was created, as of June 18, 4 
1959, pursuant to provisions of the Constitution of the State of Florida, the laws of the State of 5 
Florida and the Special Legislative Enactment of Chapter 59-1617 as amended by Chapter 59-6 
1618.  7 

Section 1.02. - Powers.  8 

The City of North Port, having been duly created as specified in Section 1.01, shall have all 9 
governmental, corporate and proprietary powers of the Home Rule Powers Act to enable it to 10 
conduct municipal government, perform municipal functions and render municipal services, and 11 
shall exercise any and all powers for municipal purposes within its corporate limits, except as 12 
otherwise provided by the Constitution, General or Special laws of the State of Florida, or 13 
County Charter, and as such shall have perpetual succession and seal.  14 

Section 1.03. - Construction.  15 

The powers of the City of North Port shall be construed liberally in favor of the City, limited 16 
only by the Constitution of the State of Florida, by general and special laws of the State of 17 
Florida and specific limitations contained therein and the County Charter. Future special acts 18 
pertaining to the jurisdiction and exercise of powers by this City shall be considered amendments 19 
to this Charter and, pursuant to provisions adopted for incorporation of other Charter 20 
amendments, shall be incorporated as official amendments to the Charter.  21 

In construing this Charter and each and every word, phrase or part thereof, where the context 22 
will permit:  23 

(a)  The singular includes the plural and vice versa.  24 

(b)  The masculine includes the feminine and neuter and vice versa.  25 

(c)  The word "oath" includes affirmations.  26 

(d)  Reference to any office or officer includes any person authorized by law to perform 27 
the duties of such office.  28 

(e)  "City or municipality" shall mean the City of North Port, Florida. 29 

                                                           
1 Editor's note— Printed herein is the city charter as proposed by Ordinance No. 88-18, adopted on November 8, 
1988. Amendments are indicated by parenthetical history notes following amended provisions. The absence of a 
history note indicates that the provision remains unchanged from the original. Obvious misspellings have been 
corrected without notation. For stylistic purposes, headings and catchlines have been made uniform citations to state 
statutes, and expression of numbers in text as appears in the Code of Ordinances has been used. A consistent scheme 
of capitalization has also been used. Additions for clarity are indicated by brackets. 
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Section 1.04. - Intergovernmental relations.  30 

The City may exercise any of its powers or perform any of its functions and may participate 31 
in the financing thereof, jointly or in cooperation, by contract or otherwise, with any one or more 32 
municipalities, political subdivisions or districts or agencies of the State of Florida or any other 33 
state or the United States or any agency thereof. 34 

 35 

ARTICLE II. - CORPORATE BOUNDARIES 36 

Section 2.01. - Corporate boundaries.  37 

The boundaries of the City shall be the legal description on file in the office of the City 38 
Clerk and is hereby incorporated by reference as the same may from time to time be amended as 39 
provided herein.  40 

State Law reference— Municipal annexation, F.S. ch. 171.  41 

 42 

ARTICLE III. - LEGISLATIVE 43 

Section 3.01. - Form of government and composition.  44 

(a)  The form of government, as established by the Special Legislative Enactment Chapter 59-45 
1617, as amended by Chapter 59-1618, is hereby adopted and shall be a 46 
Commission/Manager plan. The Commission shall hereinafter be called the "City 47 
Commission" and shall constitute the governing body.  48 

(b)  The City Commission with all legislative powers vested therein shall consist of five (5) 49 
Commissioners elected by the electors of this City as provided herein and in accordance 50 
with election procedures established by Ordinance. Beginning with the assumption of office 51 
meeting following the general election on November 6, 2012, and thereafter annually at the 52 
first regularly scheduled City Commission meeting in November, the City Commission shall 53 
elect, by majority vote, one of its members as Mayor, and one of its members as Vice-54 
Mayor. The Vice-Mayor shall assume the duties of the Mayor in the absence thereof. The 55 
term of the Mayor and Vice-Mayor shall be one (1) year. A Commissioner may not serve as 56 
Mayor or Vice-Mayor for two consecutive terms.  57 

(Ord. No. 91-24, 11-25-1991; Ord. No. 04-40, § 2.01, 8-23-2004; Ord. No. 07-20, § 2(2.01), 5-58 
14-2007; Ord. No. 2012-16, §§ 2.01, 2.04, 7-23-2012)  59 

Section 3.02. - Election and term of office.  60 

(a)  Number of districts. There shall be five (5) City Commission districts, numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, 61 
and 5.  62 

(b)  Districts.  63 
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(1)  Adoption by Commission. The City Commission shall by ordinance adopt the 64 
boundaries of the five (5) districts.  65 

(2)  Specifications. The districts shall meet the following specifications:  66 

(a)  Each district shall be formed of compact, contiguous territory;  67 

(b)  The districts shall be based on the principle of equal and effective representation 68 
as required by the United States Constitution;  69 

(c)  The districts shall be as equal in population as possible, with no more than a 5% 70 
deviation in population based on average population of the districts.  71 

(3)  Procedure.  72 

(a)  The City Commission shall hold one or more public hearings prior to bringing any 73 
proposed districting plan to a vote. Proposed plans must be available to the public 74 
for inspection and comment not less than one month before the first public hearing 75 
on said plan. The plan shall include a map and description of the recommended 76 
districts. The Commission may utilize management, staff or consultants in the 77 
drawing of the district boundaries.  78 

(b)  The City Commission shall approve an initial districting plan through passage of 79 
an ordinance no later than December 31, 2014. Thereafter, the City Commission 80 
shall approve a districting plan no later than ten months (300 days) prior to the first 81 
regular City election following the decennial census. This provision shall not be 82 
deemed to prohibit the City Commission from considering restructuring the 83 
boundaries of the districts in the event of major changes in the population of any 84 
district brought about by annexation, contraction, or substantial population shifts.  85 

(4)  Failure to enact ordinance. If the City Commission fails to enact a districting or 86 
redistricting plan within the required time, the City Attorney shall, the following 87 
business day, inform the Circuit Court, Sarasota County, and ask that a special master 88 
be appointed to do the districting/redistricting. The special master shall, within sixty 89 
days, provide the court with a plan drawn in accordance with the criteria set forth in 90 
§3.02(b)(2). That plan shall have the force and effect of law unless the court finds it 91 
does not comply with said criteria. The court shall cause an approved plan to go into 92 
effect no later than 210 days prior to the first regular City election after the decennial 93 
census, or if the plan is for the initial districts, by May 31, 2015. The City shall be liable 94 
for all reasonable costs incurred by the special master in preparing the plan for the 95 
court.  96 

(c)  Initial implementation of districts. Districts Seat Number 1, 2 and 3 shall be implemented 97 
for the general and primary elections in 2016 taking the place of the three non-districted 98 
seats that would have been up for election in 2016. Districts Seat Numbers 4 and 5 shall 99 
initially be implemented for the general and primary elections in 2018, taking the place of 100 
the two non-districted seats that would have been up for election in 2018. A sitting 101 
commissioner who is affected by the districting may serve out the balance of his or her term 102 
as a representative of his or her former seat.  103 
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(d)  Each seat on the City Commission is hereby designated as District Seat Numbers 1, 2, 3, 4 104 
and 5 respectively. The five City Commissioners shall be elected, at large, to one of the five 105 
district seats.  106 

City Commissioners shall hold office for a term of four years. No person shall be elected to 107 
the office of a city commissioner more than twice, and no person who has held the office of a 108 
city commissioner, or acted as a city commissioner, for more than two years of a term to which 109 
some other person was elected city commissioner shall be elected to the office of a city 110 
commissioner more than once.  111 

At the 2016 primary and general municipal election, three Commissioners shall be elected to 112 
District Seat Numbers 1, 2 and 3 respectively. Except as otherwise provided herein, primary and 113 
general municipal elections for District Seat Numbers 1, 2 and 3 shall be conducted every four 114 
years thereafter. At the 2018 primary and general municipal election, two (2) Commissioners 115 
shall be elected to District Seat Numbers 4 and 5, respectively. Except as otherwise provided 116 
herein, Primary and General municipal elections for District Seat Numbers 4 and 5 shall be 117 
conducted every four years thereafter.  118 

(e)  All elections to the Office of Commissioner shall be on a nonpartisan basis without regard 119 
for or to designation of the political party affiliation of any candidate on any petition or 120 
ballot.  121 

(f)  Municipal elections shall be conducted every two (2) years. City Commissioners shall be 122 
elected to serve a term of four (4) years to fill vacancies occasioned by the expiration of the 123 
terms of members of the City Commission and shall serve until their successors are elected, 124 
qualified and sworn.  125 

(g)  Every candidate for City Commission shall be nominated for such office by the filing of a 126 
petition containing the following:  127 

(1)  The nominee's name, place of residence and Commission District Seat Number (1 128 
through 5) for which he/she seeks to be a candidate; and  129 

(2)  The signatures of not less than twenty-five (25) qualified electors of the District within 130 
the City of North Port. Each signature shall be made in ink and the residence address of 131 
each signatory shall be provided opposite the signature.  132 

Petition forms shall be obtained from the City Clerk. Each candidate shall notify the City 133 
Clerk which Commission District Seat he/she will be seeking when petition forms are obtained.  134 

Candidates may seek election to only one District Commission Seat at a time. Prior to 135 
obtaining petition forms, candidates for City Commission shall take and subscribe to a written 136 
oath or affirmation which shall be furnished by the City Clerk and which shall be substantially in 137 
the form provided in F.S. § 99.021(1)(a) (2007), as amended. Prior to obtaining petition forms, 138 
each candidate shall also appoint a treasurer and designate a primary depository. Completed 139 
nominating petitions shall be filed with the City Clerk any time after noon of the 71st day prior 140 
to the first primary, but not later than noon of the 67th day prior to the date of the first primary. 141 
Signatures shall be verified by the Supervisor of Elections at candidate expense upon filing.  142 

(h)  Except as otherwise provided in this Section, municipal elections shall be held each even-143 
numbered year on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. If less than two (2) 144 
persons qualify for nomination to any Commission District Seat, the qualifying nominee 145 
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shall be deemed elected upon the closing of the qualification period. In each year in which a 146 
general municipal election is held and more than two persons qualify for nomination to a 147 
particular Commission District Seat, a primary election for nomination of City Commission 148 
candidates shall be held on the Tuesday ten (10) weeks prior to the general municipal 149 
election. If any nominee in the primary election receives 50 percent (50%) of the total votes 150 
cast in the primary election for the Commission District Seat he/she is nominated for, plus 151 
one vote, such nominee shall be declared elected to the Commission District Seat without 152 
the necessity of running in the general municipal election. If in the primary election for a 153 
Commission District Seat no nominee receives 50 percent (50%) of the total votes cast in the 154 
primary election for said Commission District Seat, plus one vote, the two (2) nominees 155 
receiving the highest number of votes in the primary election for a particular Commission 156 
District Seat shall be declared candidates for said Commission District Seat and run in the 157 
general municipal election. The candidate for a Commission District Seat who receives the 158 
highest number of votes among the candidates for said District Seat in the general municipal 159 
election shall be declared elected to that District Seat. In the event of a tie vote in the 160 
primary or general election for a particular Commission District Seat, the tie shall be 161 
resolved by drawing lots.  162 

(Ord. No. 91-24, 11-25-1991; Ord. No. 93-17, 4-12-1993; Ord. No. 94-15, 9-12-1994; Ord. No. 163 
04-40, §§ 2.02—2.04, 8-23-2004; Ord. No. 07-46, §§ 2.01, 2.02, 11-26-2007; Ord. No. 2011-14, 164 

§ 2(2.01), 7-11-2011; Ord. No. 2012-16, § 2.02, 7-23-2012; Ord. No. 2014-22, § 2.01, 5-27-165 
2014; Res. No. 2017-R-02 , § 2.01, 1-10-2017; Ref. of 11-8-2016)  166 

Section 3.03. - Compensation.  167 

(a)  The City Commission shall receive an annual compensation and expense allowance as 168 
determined by the City's budget.  169 

(b)  Any ordinance which changes the compensation of the Commissioners will not take effect 170 
until the next General City election. 171 

Section 3.04. - Judge of election.  172 

The City Commission shall be the judge of the election and qualifications of its own 173 
members and its decision shall be reviewable only by the courts of competent jurisdiction. 174 

Section 3.05. - Qualifications of elected members.  175 

(a)  Members of the City Commission shall be citizens of the United States, State of Florida 176 
and the City of North Port and shall be registered voters of the City of North Port.  177 

(b)  A one (1) year district residency requirement as determined by voter registration for the 178 
office of Commissioner at the time of filing is hereby established.  179 

(c)  Members of the City Commission shall discharge the duties of each respective office and 180 
shall hold no other government office or be employed by the City of North Port during their 181 
respective terms of office.  182 

(d)  Public officials and employees of the City of North Port shall be governed by the Code of 183 
Ethics for Public Officers and Employees (112.311 and 112.313 et seq., Florida Statutes, as 184 
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the same may from time to time be amended) and by those additional standards of conduct 185 
that may be or are adopted by ordinance. Violations of any provisions of such Code of 186 
Ethics or standards of conduct in addition to any criminal penalty involved shall, pursuant to 187 
the constitutional and statutory procedures, constitute grounds for removal and punishment 188 
as provided by general law.  189 

(Ord. No. 91-24, 11-25-1991; Ord. No. 04-40, § 2.05, 8-23-2004; Ord. No. 2012-16, § 2.03, 7-190 
23-2012)  191 

 192 

ARTICLE IV. - CANVASSING ELECTIONS AND ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE 193 

Section 4.01. - Canvassing elections.  194 

At the hour of 9:30 a.m., on the day following the certification of ballots by the Supervisor 195 
of Elections after the special or general election, the City Commission shall convene for the 196 
purpose of publicly canvassing said election at which time the Commissioner(s)-elect shall be 197 
officially announced.  198 

(Ord. No. 06-27, 2(2.01), 9-11-2006; Ref. of 11-7-2006) 199 

Section 4.02. - Assumption of office.  200 

At the hour of 9:30 a.m., on the day following the certification of ballots by the Supervisor 201 
of Elections, the City Commission shall convene and the newly-elected Commissioners shall 202 
subscribe to the oath of office.  203 

(Ord. No. 06-27, § 2(2.02), 9-11-2006; Ref. of 11-7-2006) 204 

Section 4.03. - Vacation of office.  205 

(a)  The office of a Commissioner shall become vacant upon his death, resignation, removal 206 
from office in any manner authorized by law.  207 

(Ord. No. 04-40, §§ 2.06, 2.07, 8-23-2004) 208 

 209 

ARTICLE V. - JURISDICTION AND RESPONSIBILITIES 210 

Section 5.01. - Powers of the City.  211 

(a)  The police powers of the City of North Port and the police jurisdiction granted under this 212 
Charter shall extend to and be in full force and effect upon all property within the corporate 213 
limits as defined in this Charter.  214 
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(b)  The City may borrow money, contract loans and issue bonds (general obligation or 215 
revenue) from time to time to finance the undertaking of any capital or other project for the 216 
purposes permitted by the State Constitution and may pledge the funds, credit, property and 217 
taxing power of the municipality for the payment of such debts and bonds. No general 218 
obligation bonds or revenue bonds shall be issued by the City unless approved by vote of a 219 
majority of the qualified electors of the City voting on the issuance of such bonds in a 220 
general or special election.  221 

(c)  The City shall have all the powers granted to municipal corporations and to cities by the 222 
Constitution and laws of this State and by this Charter, together with all the implied powers 223 
necessary to carry into execution all the powers granted. Except as prohibited by the 224 
Constitution of this State, general or special laws, County Charter or as restricted by this 225 
Charter, the City shall and may exercise all municipal powers, functions, rights, privileges 226 
and immunities of every name and nature whatsoever.  227 

State Law reference— Municipal Home Rule Powers Act, F.S. ch. 166. 228 

Section 5.02. - Powers of the City Commission.  229 

All powers in the City, except as otherwise provided in this Charter or by the Constitution of 230 
the State of Florida or by general or special laws or County Charter are vested in the City 231 
Commission. The City Commission shall determine the manner in which such powers of this 232 
City shall be exercised as prescribed by ordinance or resolution.  233 

State Law reference— Ordinance and resolution defined, F.S. § 166.041(1). 234 

Section 5.03. - Powers of the Mayor.  235 

(a)  The Mayor shall preside at all meetings of the City Commission, perform such other duties 236 
consistent with the office as may be imposed upon it by law or City Ordinance and shall 237 
have a vote in the proceedings of the Commission.  238 

(b)  The Mayor may use the official title of office when necessity arises from the general laws 239 
of the State and shall be recognized as the official head of the City by the courts for the 240 
purpose of serving civil process; in the exercising of military law and for all ceremonial 241 
purposes; be responsible to see that all laws, provisions of this Charter and acts of the 242 
Commission are faithfully executed; sign on behalf of the City all intergovernmental 243 
agreements, ordinances, resolutions and any other official documents.  244 

(Ord. No. 90-31, 9-13-1990; Ord. No. 91-24, 11-25-1991; Ord. No. 04-40, § 2.09, 8-23-2004; 245 
Ord. No. 2012-16, § 2.05, 7-23-2012) 246 

Section 5.04. - Organizational structure of city government.  247 

(a)  The City Commission shall, by ordinance, activate or deactivate departments as deemed 248 
necessary for the efficient administration and operation of city government. The following 249 
departments may not be deactivated except by referendum:  250 
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(1)  City Manager  251 

(2)  Police Department  252 

(3)  Fire Rescue District  253 

(4)  Department of Finance  254 

(b)  The following offices shall not be subject to abolishment by the City Commission:  255 

(1)  City Clerk  256 

(2)  City Attorney  257 

(Ord. No. 04-40, § 2.10, 8-23-2004; Ord. No. 2012-16, § 2.11, 7-23-2012)  258 

Editor's note— Notwithstanding subsection (a) of the above section, departments may be 259 
abolished by a unanimous vote of the governing body. See F.S. § 166.031(5); AGO 03-36. 260 

Section 5.05. - Appointments of advisory boards & committees.  261 

The City Commission may appoint advisory boards and committees composed of citizens 262 
qualified to act in an advisory capacity to the City Commission, the City Manager or to any 263 
department of the City government, with respect to the conduct and management of any property 264 
or institution or the exercise of any public function of the City. The members of any such board 265 
or committee shall serve without compensation for the time fixed in their appointment or at the 266 
pleasure of the Commission, and their duties shall be to consult and advise with appropriate 267 
municipal officers and make written recommendations which shall become part of the records of 268 
the City.  269 

(Ord. No. 90-31, 9-13-1990) 270 

Section 5.06. - Standing advisory boards.  271 

The City Commission shall always maintain the following Advisory Boards:  272 

(a)  Charter Review Advisory Board.  273 

(b)  Planning and Zoning Advisory Board. 274 

 275 

 276 

ARTICLE VI. - MEETINGS OF THE COMMISSION 277 

Section 6.01. - Meetings.  278 

The City Commission shall meet at such time and place as prescribed by ordinance, except 279 
that it shall meet regularly not less than once each month but not in the month of August. All 280 
meetings shall be public except as provided by State law. The public shall have the right to be 281 
heard as provided for in City Code.  282 
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(Ord. No. 06-27, § 2(2.04), 9-11-2006; Ref. of 11-7-2006; Res. No. 2017-R-03 , § 2.01, 1-10-283 
2017; Ref. of 11-2-2004) 284 

Section 6.02. - Rules.  285 

(a)  The City Commission shall determine its own regulations, rules and order of business. In 286 
promulgating the regulations, rules and order of business proceedings, the City Commission 287 
shall be guided by parliamentary law procedures.  288 

(b)  The Chief of Police or his duly designated deputy, shall attend all meetings of the City 289 
Commission and aid in the enforcement of order under the direction of the presiding officer. 290 

Section 6.03. - Quorum.  291 

A majority of all members of the City Commission shall constitute a quorum, but a lesser 292 
number may adjourn from day to day and compel the attendance of absent members in such a 293 
manner and under such penalties as may be prescribed by ordinance. No action of the 294 
Commission, except as otherwise provided for herein and in Article VII (Vacancies) hereof, shall 295 
be binding unless adopted by the affirmative vote of the majority of a quorum present. 296 

Section 6.04. - Majority vote requirements.  297 

It shall require a majority vote of the entire City Commission for the enactment of 298 
ordinances, resolutions and contractual commitments, unless otherwise specified in this Charter, 299 
ordinance or general law. 300 

Section 6.05. - Journal.  301 

The City Commission shall keep a journal of record (minutes) recording the proceedings of 302 
all meetings. This record shall be a public record, and any person shall have access to the journal 303 
at all reasonable times. 304 

Section 6.06. - Voting.  305 

Voting on ordinances shall be by roll call and shall be so recorded in the journal. All other 306 
issues may be by voice vote (yeas or nays) or, at the option of the presiding officer, by roll call 307 
vote. 308 

Section 6.07. - Conflicts of interest.  309 

Section 112.3143, Florida Statutes, as the same may from time to time be amended, is 310 
hereby adopted and incorporated by reference. 311 

 312 

 313 

314 
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ARTICLE VII. - VACANCIES 315 

Section 7.01. - Vacancy in the office of Mayor.  316 

In the event a vacancy occurs in the Office of Mayor, the Vice Mayor shall assume the 317 
duties of the Mayor for the remainder of the Mayor's unexpired term. The City Commission shall 318 
elect a new Vice Mayor for the remainder of the Mayor's unexpired term.  319 

(Ord. No. 91-24, 11-25-1991; Ord. No. 04-40, § 2.13, 8-23-2004; Ord. No. 2012-16, § 2.06, 7-320 
23-2012) 321 

Section 7.02. - Vacancies requiring special election.  322 

In the event a vacancy in the office of City Commissioner occurs ninety (90) days or more 323 
prior to the next general election, the Commission shall forthwith call a special election for the 324 
purpose of filling such vacancy. If a vacancy occurs less than ninety (90) days prior to the next 325 
general election, the City Commission shall fill the vacancy by appointment made by a majority 326 
vote of the remaining members. The appointee shall serve until the next general election.  327 

(Ord. No. 91-24, 11-25-1991) 328 

Section 7.03. - Extraordinary vacancies.  329 

In the event three (3) or more vacancies on the City Commission occur due to death, 330 
disability, forfeiture of office or resignation, the City Clerk shall immediately notify the 331 
Governor of the state, who shall fill the vacancies by appointment, and the same shall serve until 332 
the next general or special election. The City Clerk shall then declare these offices as vacancies 333 
and proceed with an election for the unexpired term of each position in accordance with the 334 
City's Election Ordinance. 335 

 336 

ARTICLE VIII. - ELECTIONS 337 

Section 8.01. - Procedure.  338 

(a)  The general or special elections of the City shall proceed as prescribed by provisions of 339 
this Charter and the Election Ordinance of the City, State law, and the rules and regulations 340 
of the Sarasota County Supervisor of Elections.  341 

(b)  All necessary arrangements shall be made by the City Commission.  342 

(c)  Candidates for City Commission must qualify for election no later than 67 and no earlier 343 
than 71 days before the election. A candidate shall file his qualification papers with and pay 344 
the qualification fees to the City Clerk.  345 

(Ord. No. 91-24, 11-25-1991; Ord. No. 04-40, § 2.13, 8-23-2004; Ord. No. 07-46, § 2.03, 11-26-346 
2007) 347 
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 348 

ARTICLE IX. - LEGISLATIVE ENACTMENTS2 349 

Section 9.01. - Ordinance enactment.  350 

(a)  Each ordinance shall be introduced in writing and shall embrace but one subject and 351 
matters properly connected therewith. The subject shall be stated clearly in the title. No 352 
ordinance shall be revised or amended by reference to its title only. An amendatory 353 
ordinance shall set out in full the revised or amended section.  354 

(b)  Except as provided in 9.02 herein, the proposed ordinance shall be noticed at least ten (10) 355 
days prior to its adoption once in a newspaper of general circulation in the Municipality. The 356 
notice shall state the date, time and place of the meeting, the title of the proposed ordinance, 357 
the place within the Municipality where such proposed ordinance may be inspected by the 358 
public and that interested parties may appear at the meeting and be heard with respect to said 359 
proposed ordinance.  360 

(c)  Each ordinance shall be considered at a public hearing at two (2) separate meetings at least 361 
one (1) week apart. On the first reading, the ordinance shall be read in its entirety unless the 362 
City Commissioners present at the first reading unanimously vote to waive full reading and 363 
have the Ordinance read by title only. The City Commission may waive reading of exhibits 364 
to ordinances. On the second and final reading, the proposed ordinance shall be read by title 365 
only and proffered for its adoption.  366 

(d)  Each ordinance that is adopted by the City Commission shall be authenticated by the 367 
Mayor, the City Attorney and the City Clerk and shall bear the seal of the City.  368 

(Ord. No. 90-31, 9-13-1990; Ord. No. 91-24, 11-25-1991; Ord. No. 92-14, 8-10-1992; Ord. No. 369 
2012-16, § 2.07, 7-23-2012)  370 

Editor's note— The provisions of F.S. § 166.041(c) govern adoption of certain land use 371 
ordinances. 372 

                                                           
2 State Law reference— Adoption of ordinances and resolutions, F.S. § 166.041. 
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Section 9.02. - Emergency ordinance.  373 

An emergency ordinance may be enacted when, by a vote of four (4) members of the City 374 
Commission, it is deemed necessary for the public health, safety and welfare of the City. An 375 
emergency ordinance shall not be enacted which modifies a franchise, land-use plan, 376 
appropriation, or budgetary matters or which rezones private real property. Administrative 377 
procedures for enactment shall be as prescribed by ordinance. If at least four (4) members of the 378 
City Commission are unavailable in times of an emergency for reasons beyond their control, the 379 
City Manager or his designee may grant the initial and temporary procurement of goods and 380 
services. At the next regularly scheduled North Port City Commission meeting, the Commission 381 
shall consider whether to ratify the City Manager's actions.  382 

(Ord. No. 06-27, § 2(2.05), 9-11-2006; Ref. of 11-7-2006) 383 

Section 9.03. - General appropriation ordinance/resolution.  384 

A general appropriation ordinance or resolution shall be enacted to reflect the daily 385 
operation of the city for each ensuing fiscal year. Administrative procedures for enactment shall 386 
be as prescribed by ordinance or resolution. 387 

Section 9.04. - Annexation ordinance.  388 

The City Commission may annex any lands to the City of North Port by ordinance, provided 389 
that all requirements and administrative procedures are as stipulated by general law.  390 

State Law reference— Annexation, F.S. ch. 171. 391 

Section 9.05. - Rezoning ordinance.  392 

The rezoning of private real property from one zoning classification to another may be 393 
accomplished only by ordinance as prescribed by general law and ordinance. 394 

Section 9.06. - Boundary ordinance.  395 

The City Commission shall, by ordinance and without referendum, redefine its boundaries to 396 
include only those lands previously annexed and shall file said redefinition with the Florida 397 
Department of State as prescribed by general law and ordinance. 398 

Section 9.07. - Organizational structure ordinance.  399 

The City Commission may abolish or create municipal departments, except those stipulated 400 
in Article V, Section 5.04, herein, and amend provisions of the Charter which have been 401 
judicially construed to be contrary to either the State or Federal Constitution or general or special 402 
laws of the State. Such actions shall be enacted by ordinance and sustained by the unanimous 403 
vote of the Commission.  404 

Editor's note— Notwithstanding the above section, departments may be abolished by a 405 
unanimous vote of the governing body. See F.S. § 166.031(5); AGO 03-36. 406 
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Section 9.08. - Resolutions.  407 

A resolution is an expression of a governing body concerning matters of administration, an 408 
expression of a temporary character, or a provision for the disposition of a particular item of the 409 
administrative business of the governing body. Therefore, a resolution shall be introduced in 410 
writing and shall embrace but one (1) subject and matters properly connected therewith. The 411 
subject shall be clearly stated in the title. A resolution shall be noticed once in a public place of 412 
the Municipality for at least five (5) days prior to adoption and shall be enacted at a City 413 
Commission meeting and may be read by title only and proffered for its adoption.  414 

(Ord. No. 06-27, § 2(2.06), 9-11-2006; Ref. of 11-7-2006) 415 

Section 9.09. - Effective date.  416 

All ordinances, except emergency ordinances, enacted by the City Commission shall take 417 
effect as of the date of the second and final passage thereof or at such time as provided therein. 418 
An emergency ordinance shall take effect immediately upon initial passage. Resolutions enacted 419 
by the City Commission shall take effect as of the date of adoption or as stipulated therein. 420 

Section 9.10. - Codification.  421 

Immediately after adoption of this revised Charter, and at least annually thereafter, the 422 
Commission shall provide for the preparation of general codification of all City ordinances. 423 

 424 

ARTICLE X. - CHARTER AMENDMENTS 425 

Section 10.01. - Amendments, how authorized.  426 

(a)  The City Commission shall, by ordinance, amend any part of the Charter when such part is 427 
pre-empted by general or special laws or when, as a result of annexation or de-annexation, 428 
the corporate boundaries of the City change. Upon passage of subject ordinance, the 429 
governing body shall have the amendment incorporated into the Charter and file same with 430 
the Florida Department of State.  431 

(b)  The City Commission may, by ordinance, and the electors of the City may, by a petition 432 
signed by ten percent (10%) of the registered voters, submit a proposed amendment to the 433 
Charter, or the Charter Review Advisory Board may recommend a proposed amendment. 434 
The governing body shall subject the proposed amendment(s) or petition(s) to referendum at 435 
the next general election or at a special election called for that purpose. Upon passage of the 436 
amendment by majority of the electors voting in the referendum, the governing body, by 437 
ordinance, shall have the amendment incorporated into the Charter and shall file same with 438 
the Florida Department of State.  439 

(c)  Amendments to the Charter shall be effective immediately after approval by the electorate  440 

(Ord. No. 92-2, 3-23-1992)  441 
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State Law reference— Charter amendments, F.S. § 166.031. 442 

 443 

ARTICLE XI. - ADMINISTRATION 444 

Section 11.01. - General policy.  445 

Upon appointment, the City Manager shall be the Chief Administrative Officer of the City 446 
and shall be responsible to the City Commission for the proper and efficient administration of all 447 
City affairs placed in his charge by and under this Charter and as may be promulgated by 448 
ordinance. 449 

 450 

ARTICLE XII. - CITY MANAGER 451 

Section 12.01. - Activation or deactivation of office.  452 

The submission of a petition to the governing body signed by ten percent (10%) of the 453 
registered electors shall cause the question of activating or deactivating said office to be placed 454 
upon a ballot for the next general election of the City. If the majority of those voting approve the 455 
deactivation of said office, the City Government shall revert back to the Commission with a 456 
Mayor system.  457 

(Ord. No. 92-2, 3-23-1992; Ord. No. 2012-16, § 2.08, 7-23-2012) 458 

Section 12.02. - Appointment and qualifications.  459 

The City Commission shall appoint a City Manager by majority vote of the governing body. 460 
He shall be appointed solely on the basis of his executive and administrative qualifications and 461 
without regard to his political persuasion. It shall not be necessary that the City Manager be a 462 
resident of the City at the time of his appointment; however, he shall be required to establish 463 
residency in the City within a one (1) year period after appointment. 464 

Section 12.03. - Compensation.  465 

The City Commission shall determine and establish the compensation for the City Manager. 466 

Section 12.04. - Removal.  467 

The City Manager shall be removed from office for good cause by majority vote of the 468 
entire City Commission who shall within ten (10) days of such determination serve written 469 
notice to the City Manager. After having served one (1) year, he may demand written charges 470 
and a public hearing upon the same by the City Commission and his final removal shall not take 471 
effect until such hearing has been held, but the Commission may suspend him from office 472 
pending such hearing. 473 
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Section 12.05. - Vacancy.  474 

In the event of a vacancy occurring in the office of the City Manager for any reason 475 
whatsoever, the City Commission shall designate a properly qualified person to execute the 476 
functions of the office until such time as a new City Manager is forthwith appointed. 477 

Section 12.06. - Powers and duties.  478 

The City Manager, as Chief Administrative Officer of the City, shall be responsible to the 479 
City Commission for the proper administration and management of all affairs of the City 480 
including, but not limited to, those placed under his authority under this Charter. Neither the 481 
Commission, nor any member thereof, shall dictate the appointment of any person to office or 482 
employment by the City Manager or in any manner prevent the City Manager from exercising 483 
his own judgment in selecting the personnel of his subordinates, and its members shall deal with 484 
the Administrative service through the City Manager, and neither the Commission, nor any 485 
member thereof, shall give orders to or make requests upon any of the subordinates of the City 486 
Manager, either publicly or privately. Any such dictation, orders, requests or interference upon 487 
the part of a member of the City Commission with the administration of the City shall be cause 488 
for his removal from office. He shall:  489 

(a)  Supervise all governmental and proprietary functions of the City and all departments 490 
and divisions.  491 

(b)  Employ or remove all employees of the City (except appointees of the City 492 
Commission and the Legal Department) subject to the provisions of this Charter and all 493 
ordinances and personnel rules and regulations.  494 

(c)  Promulgate such rules and regulations and amendments thereto for appointment, 495 
promotion, discipline and removal of employees of the City, except as otherwise 496 
provided for in this Section.  497 

(d)  Enforce all ordinances, franchises and contracts of the City.  498 

(e)  Attend all City Commission meetings, either in person or by his duly designated 499 
representative, with a voice but not a vote in the proceedings.  500 

(f)  At the first meeting each month of the City Commission, submit a summary report of 501 
receipts and disbursements.  502 

(g)  Advise the City Commission of the financial and other needs of the City and submit 503 
an annual Operating and a Five-Year Capital Improvement Budget to the City 504 
Commission in which he shall furnish detailed estimates of the expenses of conducting 505 
all departments, divisions and all governmental and proprietary functions of the City 506 
and any other information which he deems advisable or which is required by the City 507 
Commission to determine budgetary requirements for the ensuing year.  508 

(h)  Be the purchasing agent for the City.  509 

(i)  Sign warrants for payment of moneys for the City.  510 

(j)  Be custodian of all real property and tangible personal property of the City.  511 

(k)  Perform such duties as may be prescribed under this Charter or as may be required of 512 
him by ordinance or resolution of the City Commission.  513 
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(l)  Determine whether any officer, clerk or employee shall require bonding and the 514 
amount thereof. When bonding shall be required, the costs of same shall be paid by the 515 
City of North Port.  516 

(m)  Sign all contracts, agreements and applications for the City of North Port after such 517 
has been approved by City Commission at a regular or special City Commission 518 
meeting.  519 

(Ord. No. 02-32, § 2.01, 7-24-2002; Ord. No. 04-40, § 2.15, 8-23-2004; Ord. No. 2012-16, § 520 
2.12, 7-23-2012) 521 

 522 

ARTICLE XIII. - CITY CLERK 523 

Section 13.01. - Appointment and qualifications.  524 

The City Commission shall, by majority vote, appoint the City Clerk and a Deputy City 525 
Clerk solely on the basis of their executive and administrative qualifications and without regard 526 
their political persuasion. It shall not be necessary that the City Clerk be a resident of the City at 527 
the time of the appointment; however, he shall be required to establish residency in the City 528 
within a one (1) year period after appointment. 529 

 530 

Section 13.02. - Compensation.  531 

The City Commission shall determine and establish the compensation for the City Clerk and 532 
Deputy City Clerk.  533 

(Ord. No. 04-40, § 2.16, 8-23-2004) 534 

Section 13.03. - Removal.  535 

The City Clerk and/or Deputy City Clerk shall be removed from office for good cause by a 536 
majority vote of the entire City Commission who shall, within ten (10) days of such 537 
determination, serve written notice to the City Clerk. 538 

Section 13.04. - Vacancy.  539 

The Deputy City Clerk shall carry out the duties of the City Clerk until such time as a new 540 
City Clerk is appointed.  541 

Section 13.05. - Duties.  542 

The City Clerk shall be the head of the Department of Records. He shall be the custodian of 543 
all official records of the City and the custodian of the official City Seal. He shall be responsible 544 
to the City Commission for the proper administration of all affairs concerning the records of the 545 
City placed in his charge by and under this Charter and as may be promulgated by ordinance or 546 
by resolution but not limited to those placed under his authority by this Charter, and shall:  547 



CURRENT CHARTER OF CITY OF NORTH PORT, FLORIDA 
 

Page 17 of 19 

(a)  Make recommendations concerning the records of governmental and proprietary 548 
functions of the City.  549 

(b)  Record all official actions of the City Commission.  550 

(c)  Serve as the election official for the City.  551 

(d)  Authenticate documents of the City.  552 

(e)  Attest all written contracts and instruments on behalf of the City.  553 

(f)  Prescribe and be responsible for a system of review, retention and disposition of 554 
records of all governmental and proprietary functions of the City and all departments of 555 
the City.  556 

(g)  Administer oaths required or authorized under general law, the City Charter or 557 
ordinance of the City.  558 

(h)  Countersign warrants for payment of obligations.  559 

(i)  Perform such duties as may be prescribed by general law, by the City Charter, by 560 
ordinances of the City, or by direction of the City Commission.  561 

(j)  Attend all meetings of the City Commission, either in person or by his duly designated 562 
representative, and keep a journal of its proceedings, the correctness of which 563 
proceedings as entered in such journal shall be certified to after each meeting by his 564 
signature and the signature of the presiding officer of the City Commission.  565 

(Ord. No. 92-14, 8-10-1992; Ord. No. 02-31, § 2.01, 7-22-2002) 566 

 567 

ARTICLE XIV. - CITY ATTORNEY 568 

Section 14.01. - Appointment and qualifications.  569 

The City Commission shall, by majority vote, appoint a City Attorney who shall be a lawyer 570 
admitted to practice in the State. 571 

Section 14.02. - Compensation.  572 

The City Commission shall determine the compensation for the City Attorney by contractual 573 
agreement. 574 

Section 14.03. - Removal.  575 

The City Attorney may be removed by a majority vote of the entire City Commission or by 576 
mutual consent of both parties. 577 

Section 14.04. - Vacancy.  578 

In the event a vacancy occurs, the City Commission shall direct the City Clerk to cause the 579 
announcement of the vacancy and the City Commission shall appoint a City Attorney. 580 
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Section 14.05. - Duties.  581 

(a)  The City Attorney shall be the legal advisor and counselor for all departments and all of its 582 
officers in matters relating to their official duties. He shall prepare or review all contracts, 583 
bonds, and all other legal and official instruments in which the Municipality is concerned 584 
and shall endorse on each his approval of the form and correctness. No legal document with 585 
this Municipality shall take effect until his approval is so endorsed thereon.  586 

(b)  He shall act as prosecuting attorney before the Code Enforcement Board.  587 

(c)  He shall prosecute and defend on behalf of the City all complaints, suits and controversies 588 
in which the City is a party, except when the City's defense is provided either by contract or 589 
law by a third party.  590 

(d)  He shall furnish the City Commission, the City Manager and the head of any department 591 
his opinion on any question of law relating to any matter concerning their respective powers 592 
and duties.  593 

(e)  He shall perform such other duties as are required of city attorneys under the general laws 594 
of the State of Florida.  595 

(f)  He shall advise the City Commission as to their compliance or non-compliance with the 596 
provisions of the Charter and Florida Statutes.  597 

(g)  He shall attend all meetings of the City Commission, either in person or by his duly 598 
designated representative to supply those legal services as may be needed during the 599 
meeting.  600 

(Ord. No. 92-14, 8-10-1992; Ord. No. 02-33, § 2.01, 7-24-2002; Ord. No. 04-40, §§ 2.18, 2.19, 601 
8-23-2004) 602 

 603 

ARTICLE XV. - INITIATIVE 604 

Section 15.01. - General authority.  605 

The citizens of the City shall have power to propose ordinances to the Commission or 606 
request reconsideration of adopted ordinances by petition signed by ten percent of the qualified 607 
voters, provided that such power shall not extend to: (a) the budget or capital program; (b) any 608 
ordinance relating to appropriation of money; (c) salaries of City employees; (d) any aspect of 609 
land development; e.g., zoning, building construction, sign regulation, etc.; (e) emergency 610 
ordinances. 611 

Section 15.02. - Procedure.  612 

Procedure for implementation of proposal or reconsideration of an adopted ordinance shall 613 
be initiated or executed by ordinance. 614 

 615 

616 
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ARTICLE XVI. - SUITS AGAINST CITY OR CITY OFFICIAL 617 

Section 16.01. - Procedure.  618 

(a)  No suit against the City may be instituted unless first presented in writing within thirty (30) 619 
days after the injury or damage has occurred with such reasonable specifications as to time 620 
and place and witnesses. Written notice must be presented to the City Clerk. It shall be the 621 
duty of the City Manager, upon receiving such notice from the City Clerk, to submit a 622 
written report to the City Commission.  623 

(b)  Any suit against a City Official brought about as a result of an Official acting within the 624 
scope of his authority shall be indemnified by the City.  625 

Editor's note— Insofar as the first sentence of subsection (a) relates to tort claims, it is 626 
superseded by F.S. § 768.28(6). 627 

 628 

ARTICLE XVII. - SEVERABILITY CLAUSE 629 

Section 17.01. - General provisions.  630 

Should any part, section, subsection, sentence, clause or provision of this Charter be 631 
construed by the courts of this State to be unconstitutional, ineffectual or inoperative for any 632 
reason, the remainder of this Charter shall not be affected.  633 


