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 1 

City of North Port 2 

 3 

ORDINANCE NO. 2018-09 4 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF NORTH PORT, FLORIDA, AMENDING 5 
THE CODE OF THE CITY OF NORTH PORT, FLORIDA, RELATING TO 6 
PARKING AND STORAGE OF CERTAIN VEHICLES ON RESIDENTIAL LOTS 7 
BY CREATING CHAPTER 59 - PROPERTY STANDARDS, ARTICLE I – IN 8 
GENERAL, RESERVING SECTIONS 59-1 THROUGH 59-15 AND CREATING 9 
SECTION 59-16 - PARKING AND STORAGE OF CERTAIN VEHICLES ON 10 
RESIDENTIAL LOTS; AMENDING CHAPTER 74 – TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES, 11 
ARTICLE IV – STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING, SECTION 74-84, 74-12 
85 AND SECTION 74-92 – STORAGE OF CERTAIN VEHICLES; PROVIDING 13 
FOR ADOPTION; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR 14 
SEVERABILITY; PROVIDING FOR CODING; AND PROVIDING AN 15 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 16 

 17 

WHEREAS, the City Commission held a properly-noticed workshop on January 4, 2018 to 18 
discuss the parking and storage of certain vehicles in residentially-zoned districts, and by 19 
consensus, directed staff to draft an ordinance creating a chapter in the Code of the City of 20 
North Port, Florida titled “Property Standards,” with a subsection titled “Parking and 21 
Storage of Certain Vehicles;” and 22 

WHEREAS, the City of North Port has broad home-rule powers to enact ordinances which 23 
are not inconsistent with general or special law for the purposes of protecting the public 24 
health, safety, and welfare of its citizens; and 25 

WHEREAS, the City Commission has determined that the proposed amendments to the 26 
code serve the public health, safety and welfare of the citizens of the City of North Port, 27 
Florida. 28 



  Ordinance No. 2018-09 

 

Page 2 of 9 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 29 
NORTH PORT, FLORIDA, AS FOLLOWS: 30 
 31 
SECTION 1- FINDINGS: 32 
 33 
The City Commission hereby makes the following findings: 34 
  35 
1.01 The recitals outlined above are incorporated by reference as findings of fact as if 36 

expressly set forth herein. 37 
 38 

SECTION 2 – ADOPTION: 39 
 40 
2.01 The City Commission hereby approves and adopts the following amendments to the 41 

Code of the City of North Port, Florida, creating Chapter 59 to read as follows: 42 
 43 

“CHAPTER 59 – PROPERTY STANDARDS 44 
 45 
ARTICLE I. – IN GENERAL 46 
 47 
Secs. 59-1–59-15. - Reserved. 48 
 49 
Sec. 59-16. - Parking and storage of certain vehicles on residential lots. 50 
 51 
(a) Definitions. For the purposes of this section, the following terms, phrases, words, 52 

and their derivations shall have the meanings given herein: 53 
 54 
(1)   Boat. A vessel or watercraft used, or which is capable of being used, as a 55 

means of transportation on water(s). This definition excludes paddleboats, 56 
canoes, kayaks, floats, jet skis, and rafts. 57 

 58 
(2)   Bus. A vehicle designed for transporting sixteen or more passengers over 59 

public streets. 60 
 61 
(3)  Debris. The scattered remains of broken or destroyed material(s); rubble or 62 

wreckage. 63 
 64 
(4)  Grouped parking. Parked vehicles, grouped together in an organized 65 

manner, facing the same direction.  66 
 67 
(5)  Improved surface. Driveway, gravel, asphalt, concrete, pavers, wood 68 

chippings, shell, or other installed or placed surface. 69 
 70 
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(6)  Motor vehicle. A device or conveyance designed for transporting ten or 71 
fewer persons upon public streets; such as an automobile, car, pickup 72 
truck, van, sport utility vehicle (SUV), motorcycle, or other conveyance as 73 
further defined in Sections 316.003 and 320.01, Florida Statutes. 74 

 75 
(7)  Pickup truck. A motor vehicle with an enclosed cab and either an open back 76 

or a cargo unit. 77 
 78 
(8)  Principal structure. A building or structure carrying out the primary use of 79 

the lot or parcel. 80 
 81 
(9)  Race car. A motor vehicle maintained for the express purpose of speed 82 

competition. 83 
 84 
(10) Recreational vehicle (RV). A recreational-vehicle-type unit primarily 85 

designed as temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, or travel 86 
use, which either has its own motive power or is mounted on or drawn by 87 
another vehicle, and as further defined by Section 320.01(1)(b), Florida 88 
Statutes. 89 

 90 
(11)  Residential lot. A residentially-zoned lot upon which a single-family 91 

residence or duplex is built. 92 
 93 
(12) Semitrailer. A vehicle without motive power designed to be coupled to or 94 

drawn by a truck tractor and constructed so that some part of its weight 95 
and that of its load rests upon or is carried by the truck tractor. This 96 
definition includes any vehicle with a minimum empty vehicle weight of 97 
26,001 pounds or more, excluding recreational vehicles. 98 

 99 
(13)  Storage. A vehicle or boat shall be deemed as “stored” when the vehicle or 100 

boat has not been moved in five consecutive days. 101 
 102 
(14) Trailer. Any vehicle without motive power designed to be coupled to, drawn 103 

by or used in connection with a motor vehicle or truck, and as further 104 
defined by Section 320.01, Florida Statutes.  105 

 106 
(15) Truck. A motor vehicle with an empty vehicle weight of 16,000 pounds or 107 

more, excluding recreational vehicles. 108 
 109 
(16) Truck tractor. A motor vehicle that has four or more wheels and is designed 110 

and equipped with a fifth wheel for the primary purpose of drawing a 111 
semitrailer that is attached or coupled thereto by means of such fifth wheel, 112 
and which has no provision for carrying loads independently. This 113 
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definition includes any vehicle with a minimum empty vehicle weight of 114 
26,001 pounds or more, excluding recreational vehicles. 115 

 116 
(17) Vehicle. Any device or conveyance for transporting person(s) or property 117 

over the public streets. 118 
 119 
(18) Yard, front. The area of a residential lot that extends from the wall of the 120 

dwelling unit, typically containing the front door, and parallels the road to 121 
the road right-of-way. 122 

 123 
(19) Yard, rear. The area that extends across the full width of a residential lot 124 

and lying between the rear lot line and the nearest part of the dwelling unit. 125 
Rear yard depth shall be measured at right angles to the rear line of the 126 
residential lot. 127 

 128 
(20) Yard, side. The area lying between the side line of a residential lot and the 129 

nearest part of the dwelling unit and extending from the front yard to the 130 
rear yard or, in the absence of either of such front or rear yards, to the front 131 
or rear lot lines. Side yard widths shall be measured at right angles to side 132 
lines of the residential lot. 133 

 134 
(b) Parking and storing vehicles on a residential lot. Motor vehicles, recreational 135 

vehicles, truck tractors, boats, and trailers may be parked or stored on a 136 
residential lot only if said lot has a principal structure.  137 

 138 
(1)  When three or more abutting residential lots which are directly touching 139 

and have common parcel boundaries are administratively combined by the 140 
Sarasota County Property Appraiser, one bus, one truck, or one truck tractor 141 
may be parked or stored on the property, provided that the bus, truck, or 142 
truck tractor is not visible from, or is buffered so as to be at least eighty 143 
percent (80%) opaque from, the adjacent residential lots and any right-of-144 
way. Residential lots located across a public right-of-way shall not be 145 
considered abutting. 146 

 147 
 (2)  The following number of vehicles and/or boats shall be permitted to be 148 

parked in the front, side, or rear yards of a residential lot based on lot size: 149 
 150 
 151 
 152 

Lot size 
 

Maximum number of vehicles* 
 

Under 7,000 square feet 6 
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7,000 to 20,000 square feet 8 
Over 20,000 square feet Unlimited 

   153 
* A boat on a trailer or anything on a trailer constitutes one vehicle. 154 

 155 
(3)  An unregistered and/or unlicensed vehicle may be parked on a residential 156 

lot, provided that the vehicle is covered by a non-transparent tarp or is 157 
buffered. 158 

 159 
(4) Recreational vehicles, trailers, and boats parked in the front yard of a 160 

residential lot must be completely resting upon an improved surface. 161 
 162 
(5) Motor vehicles, recreational vehicles, trucks, boats, and trailers may be 163 

parked on the side or rear yard, provided that the side or rear setback 164 
requirements are met for the area where the item is parked. 165 

 166 
(c) Vehicle repair, maintenance, disassembly. Ordinary vehicle maintenance and 167 

repair is permitted, provided that visible debris shall not be left in or on the 168 
residential lot. Any vehicle in a state of wreckage or major disassembly shall be 169 
covered with a non-transparent tarp and shall not be parked or stored more 170 
than twenty-one days other than in a completely enclosed structure. Painting of 171 
vehicles is prohibited on any residential lot except those parcels exceeding 172 
20,000 square feet in size. 173 

 174 
(d) Parking prohibited on improved right-of-way. No recreational vehicle, boat, bus, 175 

truck, truck tractor, trailer, or semitrailer shall be parked on any improved 176 
public right-of-way within any district zoned for residential use except during 177 
the course of a delivery, pick-up, or service activity, provided that on-coming 178 
traffic and pedestrians can be safely observed and that any obstruction of  179 
visibility from adjacent driveways or roadways does not cause a safety hazard. 180 
In no case shall any vehicle or boat parked on a residential lot interfere with the 181 
use of any sidewalk. 182 

 183 
(e) Parking on unimproved right-of-way. Parallel, angled, and grouped parking is 184 

permitted in the unpaved and unimproved right-of-way area adjacent to any 185 
residential lot as follows, provided that on-coming traffic and pedestrians can be 186 
safely observed and that any obstruction of visibility from adjacent driveways or 187 
roadways does not cause a safety hazard. In no case shall any vehicle or boat 188 
parked on a residential lot interfere with the use of any sidewalk. 189 

 190 
(1)  Vehicle(s) shall be licensed. 191 
 192 
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(2)  Vehicle(s) shall be parked in the direction of traffic. 193 
 194 
(3)  No vehicle shall be parked in the unpaved or unimproved right-of-way area 195 

adjacent to any residential lot where the owner of the vehicle is not also 196 
lawfully residing at the property, or without receiving the express 197 
permission of those lawfully residing at the property; except to be in 198 
compliance with the lawful direction of a law enforcement officer. In no 199 
instance shall parking be permitted where doing so may cause damage to 200 
the drainage swale.  201 

 202 
a. If it is determined that a property owner is at fault for damage to a 203 

drainage swale, and if the damage is not repaired by the property owner 204 
within thirty days of written notice by the City, the City shall repair the 205 
damage and the property owner shall be billed the cost of such repair, plus 206 
any administrative costs, pursuant to section 42-24 of this code. 207 

 208 
b. If the bill is not paid within sixty days, the City shall record a lien on the 209 

property for the cost of repair and administrative costs. 210 
 211 

(4)  No vehicle or boat shall be stored within the right-of-way.  212 
 213 

(f) Sale of vehicles. Any motor vehicle, recreational vehicle, truck, boat or trailer 214 
offered for sale must be owned by the resident of the residential lot where the 215 
vehicle is stored. Only one vehicle may be offered for sale at any time. 216 

 217 
(g) Living or camping in vehicles. No vehicle or boat permitted to be parked on a 218 

residential lot shall be occupied by any person(s), used as living quarters or for 219 
camping, or otherwise inhabited overnight for a period in excess of thirty 220 
consecutive days. 221 

 222 
(h) The parking of vehicles that are primarily used for commercial purposes, or that 223 

are not appropriate to be driven on city streets due to their weight, size or length 224 
as provided for in Section 74-55 of this code, is prohibited.   225 

 226 
(1)  Except as otherwise permitted by this section, the storage or overnight 227 

parking of any of the following vehicles is prohibited:  228 
 229 

a.  Truck tractor.  230 
 231 
b.  Dump truck.  232 
 233 
c.  Wrecker.  234 
 235 
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d.  Bucket truck.  236 
 237 

e. Construction equipment, including but not limited to a front-end loader, 238 
bulldozer, skid steer, or ditch digger, with the sole exception of 239 
construction equipment parked during the tenure of an active 240 
construction project.  241 

 242 
f. Heavy equipment tractor.  243 
 244 
g. Bus.  245 
 246 
h. Semitrailer. 247 

 248 
(2) Except as otherwise prohibited by this subsection, the overnight parking of 249 

a commercial vehicle is permitted in the driveway of a residential lot, 250 
provided there is no business or business activity located at the property 251 
and the city street weight limits provided by this code are not exceeded.  252 

 253 
(3) Where it does not exceed the city street weight limits provided for in this 254 

code, the parking of a truck tractor may be permitted in accordance with 255 
Section 59-16(b)(1).” 256 

 257 
2.02 The North Port City Commission hereby approves and adopts the following 258 

amendments to the Code of the City of North Port, Florida: 259 
 260 

“CHAPTER 74 – TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES 261 
 262 
… 263 
 264 
ARTICLE IV. – STOPPING, STANDING AND PARKING 265 
 266 

Sec. 74-84. - Violations.  267 

 268 

… 269 

 270 

(c)  Payment of the penalty shall be made at the police department within ten days of 271 

issuance of the violation ticket. In the event that such payment is not made 272 

within the ten-day period, each day such violation is unpaid shall constitute a 273 

separate violation.  a citation shall be issued for a violation of this article which 274 

shall be deemed as a misdemeanor in the second degree punishable pursuant to 275 

provisions of F.S. § 775.081, F.S. § 775.082 and F.S. § 775.083.  276 

 277 

… 278 
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 279 

Sec. 74-85. - General prohibitions.  280 

 281 

… 282 

 283 

(b) Vehicles can be parked off the roadway (on the berm or shoulder and/or swale) 284 

in a parallel, angled, or grouped manner which conforms to the flow of traffic 285 

and in which the vehicle is completely off the roadway (wearing surface). The 286 

vehicle must be parallel to the roadway and must be parked on the right-hand 287 

side of the roadway (headed in the same direction as the flow of traffic) except 288 

where official traffic control devices designate otherwise. 289 

 290 

… 291 

 292 

Sec. 74-92. - Storage of certain vehicles. 293 

 294 
No trucks, trailers, wagons, motor homes or motor coaches truck tractor, dump 295 

truck, wrecker, bucket truck, heavy equipment tractor, semitrailer, or construction 296 
equipment, including but not limited to front-end loader, bulldozer, skid steer, or 297 
ditch digger, as further defined by Section 59-16(a) of this code, shall be parked 298 
for storage purposes, including overnight, on any public right-of-way within any 299 
district zoned for residential use, with the sole exception of construction 300 
equipment parked during the tenure of an active construction project. A vehicle  301 
shall be deemed as “parked for storage purposes” when it has not been moved in 302 
five consecutive days.” 303 

 304 
SECTION 3 – CONFLICTS: 305 
 306 
3.01  In the event of any conflicts between the provisions of this Ordinance and any other 307 

ordinance or portions thereof, the provisions of this Ordinance shall prevail to the 308 
extent of such conflict. 309 

 310 
SECTION 4 – SEVERABILITY: 311 
 312 
4.01 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phase, or provision of this Ordinance is 313 

for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent 314 
jurisdiction, such provision shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent 315 
provision and such holding shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions 316 
hereof. 317 

 318 
SECTION 5 – CODING OF AMENDMENTS: 319 
 320 
5.01 In this Ordinance, additions are shown as underlined and deletions as strikethrough. 321 

These editorial notations shall not appear in the codified text. 322 
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 323 
SECTION 6 – EFFECTIVE DATE: 324 
 325 
6.01 This Ordinance shall take effect immediately after adoption by the City Commission 326 

of the City of North Port, Florida. No development order or development permits 327 
dependent on this Ordinance may be issued before it has become effective. 328 

 329 
READ BY TITLE ONLY at first reading by the City Commission of the City of North Port, 330 
Florida, in public session this___________day of ________, 2018. 331 
 332 
 333 
PASSED and DULY ADOPTED by the City Commission of the City of North Port, on the 334 
second and final reading in public session this____________ day of _________, 2018. 335 
 336 

     CITY OF NORTH PORT, FLORIDA 337 
 338 
 339 
 340 
  341 
VANESSA CARUSONE 342 
MAYOR 343 

ATTEST: 344 
 345 
________________________________________ 346 
PATSY C. ADKINS, MMC 347 
CITY CLERK 348 
 349 
 350 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND CORRECTNESS: 351 
 352 
 353 
________________________________________ 354 
AMBER L. SLAYTON 355 
CITY ATTORNEY 356 


