
Ordinance No. 2020-44

Citp of ^ortl) ^ort

ORDINANCE NO. 2020-44

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF NORTH PORT, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE CODE OF THE
CITY OF NORTH PORT, FLORIDA, BY AMENDING CHAPTER 74, ARTICLE VI, RELATED TO
GOLF CARTS AND LOW SPEED VEHICLES; PROVIDING FOR ADOPTION; PROVIDING FOR
CONFLICTS; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILtTY; PROVIDING FOR CODIFICATION; AND
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Florida Statutes Section 316.212 authorizes the use of a golf cart upon any City street that has

been designated by the City for use by golf carts as indicated by appropriate signage that such operation
is allowed; and

WHEREAS, before designating a City street for golf cart operation, the City Commission must first

determine that golf carts may safely travel on or cross the public road or street, considering factors

including the speed, volume, and character of motor vehicle traffic using the road or street; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission desires to restrict the use of golf carts to designated City roads, private

property, golf courses, and golf course accessory property; and

WHEREAS, Florida Statutes Section 316.212 provides that no golf cart may be operated on a road that is

a part of the State Highway System unless specifically authorized by the Florida Department of
Transportation, as indicated by signs posted on the road that such operation is authorized, or as otherwise

permitted by the statute; and

WHEREAS, Florida Statutes Section 316.2122 authorizes the use of a low speed vehicle on any road where

the posted speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less, and the low speed vehicle is equipped with headlamps,
stop lamps, turn signal lamps, taillamps, reflex reflectors, parking brakes, rearview mirrors, windshields,

seat belts, and vehicle identification numbers; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission has determined that in the interest of safety, it will prohibit the operation
of low speed vehicles on certain City roads; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission desires to remove the prohibition on golf cart rentals, as well as language

from the Code of the City of North Port, Florida that is repetitive of state statutes; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission has determined that the proposed amendments to the Code of the City
of North Port serve the public health, safety, and welfare of the citizens of the City of North Port, Florida.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF NORTH PORT, FLORIDA:
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SECTION 1-FINDINGS

1.01 The recitals outlined above are incorporated by reference as findings of fact.

1.02 The City Commission has determined that golf carts may safely travel on or cross the public roads

or streets identified in Section 74-152(b) of the Code of the City of North Port, Florida, as set forth
in Section 2.01 of this ordinance, considering factors including the speed, volume, and character

of motor vehicle traffic using the roads or streets.

SECTION 2-ADOPTION

2.01 The City Commission hereby approves and adopts the following amendments to Chapter 74 of
the Code of the City of North Port, Florida:

"Chapter 74 - TRAFFIC AND VEHICLES

ARTICLE VI. - GOLF CARTS AND LOW SPEED VEHICLES QpeftATteN-OW-GtP^SWEETS

Sec. 74-158. - Use-e^gelf carts on city streets.

Pursuant to F.S. § 316.212, it i-&4he intent of the City CommiGsion of the City e^North Port, FloFktey

to allew-golf carts on cortain city ctroots un4e<-eertawi-G0nditiei:t&-&s-set-fQFt+i4H this articler

Sec. 74-150 iSi. - Definitions.

Desianated roadway. A roadway desienated bv the city commission as safe for the operation of

golf carts, and where the use of a golf cart is permitted as indicated by appropriate signage posted

along the roadwav.

Golf cart. A vehicle meeting the definition of golf cart provided in Pursuant to F.S. § 320.01 {^y

a "golf cart" is defined as a motor vehicle for sporting or rocroatiofta-t-pwposes and that is not

eapabte of exceeding speeds of 20 miles per how.

Designated roadway. A roadway-de&tgfwted by the city as safe-fe4-the operation of golf carts an4

wbwe-u-se ofgolf^arts on the roadway is permitted.

Low-speed vehicle or 151,. A vehicle meeting the definition of low-speed vehicle provided in F.S. §

320.01. All low-speed vehicles must be registered and insured, and equipped with headtamps,

stop lamps, turn signal lamps, taillamps, reflex reflectors, parking brakes, rearview mirrQrs,

windshields, seatbelts, vehicle identification numbers, efficient brakes, reliable steering

apparatus, safe tn'es, and^ reel reflectorized warn ing devices in both the front and rear,

Sec. 74-151 ISA. - Golf carts. ee&ignate4-F®a4way®»

(a) Golf cart operation. The operation of a golf cart is only permitted on private property,

designated city roadwavs, on a golf co^^^^ property. Golf carts

meeting the definition set forth in section 74 151 and mooting the minimum equipment
st-andards established by Florida Statutes are authorized on designated roadways within the

€tty. The city commiGGJon may designate additional roadways for golf cart, use or change or

remove such designation by resolution from time to time.
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{t)l Designated city roadways. The operation of a golf cart is only authorized on designated city

roadways where appropriate signage is posted in compliance with F.S. § 316.212(1). The city

designates the following roadways:

{1} All city roads in Cedar Grove,Phase 1 A;

[21 All city roads in Holiday Park Recreational District;

{3} All city roads in Lakeside Plantation Community Development District; and

f4} Plantation Boulevard.

^ The portion-of Plantation Boulevard located within the city is a docignatod roadway. Lokcsido

Plantation Community Development District shall bo rosponGiblo for posting oppropriato sigfts

on Plantotion Boulevard to include all intorsoctions allowing such use, as diroctod by the city.

Se&-74-453^-State roactsr

A golf cart may not be operated on o road or street that is a part of the state highway-et-yrS;

highway system unless spocifically authorized by the city and DcpartmontofTranoportotion as

provided in F.S. 5 316.212(2).

Sec. 74-152 *54. - Low speed vehicles (LSVs). Rutes-ef-&pefa«®«T

{a]^ Low-speed vehicles are prohibited on any road where the posted speed limit is more than 35

miles per hour, except when crossing such a road atan intersection,

{bji In the interest of safety, low-speed vehicles are prohibited on the followinR city roadways

regardless of the posted speed limit:

{11 Atwater Drive;

{2} Biscayne Drive;

{3} Chamberlain Boulevard;

{41 Cranberry Boulevard;

{5} Haberland Boulevard;

{6} Pan American Boulevard;

{7} Panacea Boulevard;

{81 Price Boulevard;

{91 Salford Boulevard;

{101 San Mateo Drive;
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(11) Sumter Boulevard; and

{121 Toledo Blade Boulevard.

{a}-4e€a<-t:©a4&rA-^e4-eart-may-^ftly-be operated ofi-desigtwte4-»:eadweys-eftei-pest+ng of the

(:e^WFe4*igf^s)-wh4eh a utherizes syeb-QpeFat-ion-

(b) Hours ofeperattefl—A golf eart mey-e+4y-be-epeFate4-efl-des»gnotQd roadways dmwg-the

beurs between sunrise and sunset.

(c) Equipment. A golf cart must be equipped w^-e^wevA-bfakes, reliable steering apparatus,

safe-tires, a reat-v+ew mirror, an<i-i:e£t-Fefte€torized warning devices in both the front and reah

(d) L44wensed drivers and age. No golf cart shati-be-epcroted by anyefte undef-tho ago of 16

years and the driver, regardless of agerflwst-pe&Goss a valid driver's liconGC or leawcr'G permit

&<^3}ect to the rostrictiem-set forth by-Florida Statwtesr

^e)-€em^Ua«€e-w.ith-tFaff<€-laws-Gelf carts Ghati-eew^y-w+tb-ati-appti€»bte4e€a<-aFKi ctoto traffic

iaws-aftd-may bo tiekotod foi-troffic vi&latiefts4n the same manner as a m-etei-whiclo under

ftwkla-law and shall be cweupied by no m&re passenger-fr-than forwbem-yiere are seats4ft

tbe-gefrea^

{^)—Ne-FCfltal. There sha4t-be-fto opGra^6t^Q^-fer^e4-geW-eaf^-wi the city-&fr4be-Vi)rious streets,

rigbte-e^-wayratieyG or property-of tho Cityr

Sec. 74-153 ASS. - Penalties.

A violation of this article is a noncriminal traffic infraction punishable as a movine violation as

provided in F.S. § 318.18.

{a^-A-vtetetiefl-ef-Section 74-152, seetiefi-?4-153—&t*bsection 74-154(a) or (b) is a nef?t4m4R&t

ti^ft64n^ra€tieft-^yft+sbabte- as--a--mev+Hg-w04atiefl-^^ amended:'

{b)—A-vtela^F^ef—syte&e6tt©fl—74-te4(-e)—i& a—RefwriwH:>a^^ punishable as a

fteftflftevwg-welat}efras-p<:ev^d4n-F;S-§-34&73Q-

{e)—A-wetation of sybse€tteft-74-3-54{^}—is-a—nefteFW:Hnal traffte-H:>frae-t-i&H—pw:Hsbablc as a

ftefmwv+f>g-wete^efl-«5-pfevi4e44ft-PTS-^-34A7^

{4^-A-v4etetiwhe^-fryte&ee^eft^^-^4^-&h^4(-be-pyflishablo os-pwvidod in F.S. eh. 318.

^-A-wetet4eft-e^ybseetie«-74-454^)4s-pWH^^

W-ftrst violation ..... $ 58.00

(2) Secon4-we4ation if violattefl-eeews^w4tNn4we-ye&F&^-4rGt violation ..... 158^00

(3) Third violation ifviolation-eeey-r-s-withm-foy+^ears ofs&cond violation ..... 258.00"
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SECTION 3 - CONFLICTS

3.01 In the event of any conflict between the provisions of this ordinance and any other ordinance or

portions thereof, the provisions of this ordinance shall prevail to the extent of such conflict.

SECTION 4 - SEVERABILITY

4.01 If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or provision of this ordinance is for any reason

held invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such provision shall be

deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision and such holding shall not affect the

validity of the remaining portions hereof.

SECTION 5-CODIFICATION

5.01 In this ordinance, additions are shown as underlined and deletions as strikothrough. Any

additional codification information and notations appear in italics. These editorial notations shall

not appear in the codified text.

SECTION 6 - EFFECTIVE DATE

6.01 This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption by the City Commission of the City of
North Port, Florida.

READ BY TITLE ONLY at first reading by the City Commission of the City of North Port, Florida in public
session this 10th day of November 2020.

PASSED and DULY ADOPTED by the City Commission of City of North Port, Florida on the second and final
reading in public session this 9th day of February 2021.

CITY OF NORTH PORT, FLORIDA

/'

-(\y//./z'^- './l'L-t' ^•^•^.^c

GISELE "JILL" E. LUJ<E
MAYOR

ATTEST

(\iim\'[L}>.h^^
HEATHER TAYLOR, CMC
CITY CLERK
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APPROVED AS TO FORM AND CORRECTNESS

^s^
AM^tRl, SLAYTON
CITV ATTORNEY
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