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Criteria & Standards

• Table 8.1.1 in PPM
• Chapter 8.4.1 of the 

PPM
• Urban Buffer maps 

online at 
http://www.dot.state.fl
.us/rddesign/PPMManu
al/BufferMaps.shtm

• Index 17347



The “big table” – 8.1.1



http://www.dot.state.fl.us/rddesign/PPMManual/BufferMaps.shtm



Chapter 8.4.4 – the “ladder”

7’ buffered

6’ buffered

5’ single

4’  single

The buffer stops here!



How to draw the buffer…



At the intersections…

More on this later…







Basic questions
• Are you on-street, or off-street?

• Off-road is a path
• On-street is a bike lane, sharrow, or unmarked lane

Off-street shared use path
On-street bike lane

On-street sharrow



• Are you protected, or not protected?
• Protected means a physical barrier (e.g. a curb)
• A buffer is NOT a physical barrier

Off-street Protected Cycle Track
On-street Buffered bike lane markings 
– NOT protected



• How do we mark a buffer?
• Common markings
• FDOT’s standard markings

Old buffer markings New standard markings



A buffered bike lane is not…
• An “off-street” facility (shared use path)
• A “protected/separated” bike lane
• A “cycle track”

You are either on the street, or not on the street. 
Figure out which you are, and design accordingly.



A buffered bike lane is…
• On street
• Just a bike lane
• At least 6’ wide (7’ standard)
• But it looks wide  enough to drive in…
• The buffer is only there to make it look too skinny 

to drive in…









Riding in a bike lane…

• Is riding in traffic
• Cyclists must still 

understand traffic 
operations to ride safely

• Is not suitable for children 
or adults with limited 
understanding of traffic 
operating principles

• Example – Intersection 
treatment

Cyclist scans for right-turning traffic on 
approach to green signal





Cyclist scans for right-turning traffic at dotted lines

May decide to slow and let motorist merge and 
turn right or…

May decide to exit bike lane, control travel lane, 
and go around turning vehicle













Bike lane design

• Think of the  bike lane as just a very skinny 
through-travel lane

• Route through intersections as if it were a 
through-travel lane

• Ok to discontinue if it cannot be routed logically
• DON’T try to make it into a shared use path!
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