1. Florida does not have a state bird. Many have been taught that the Northern Mockingbird is our state
bird. This is incorrect. In 1927 the Senate passed a resolution naming the Northern Mockingbird as the
state bird, BUT it was never confirmed by the House of Representatives or signed into law by the
Governor. You can confirm this by reviewing Chapter 15 in the state statutes. WE DO NOT HAVE A
STATE BIRD.

2. Four other states have the Northern. M
and Arkansas.

state bird - Tennessee, Texas, Mississippi,

3. The Florida Scrub-Jay is the ONLY bird endemic to Florida, which means it can NOT be found anywhere
else due to specific habitat req’wr nts and behavior patterns. It is representational of Florida’s
environment and varied ecosystem" .;Therefore no other state can support this species or have our
state bird. ‘

4. Florida Scrub-Jays are coopi_‘_"at‘ive breeders (when more than two birds of the same species provide
care in rearing the youngfro one nest) and. resrde in permanent, group-defended territories. They
have found that groups consist of a permanently bonded monogamous pair and one to six helpers.
Helpers participate in the care of raising thelr young fam|ly members. Floridians should have a state

e hard-working, famlly-orlent : nature of our residents thus providing a

Iesome famlly values!

positive model of wh
5. The Florida Scrub- Jay has been present in Flonda for at least 2 million years.

6. The Florida Scrub-Jay was ofﬁmally Ilsted as a threatened state species by Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission in 1975 and as a threatened federal species by the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service in 1987. ‘

7. The Florida Scrub-Jays' populat ns have plums":i‘"
accelerated over the last decade: Tt i
conservation efforts.

ted 90% over the last century and that decline has
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8. With continued unbalanced development in
to bring attention to our Florida Scrub—Jay is lmp': atlve fﬂ
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presence.

10. Wildlife viewing activities are )

economic benefits for many individuals and busmesses cor posed of retailers, manufacturers,

wholesalers and support services grounded m‘our communmes These dlverse players constitute a
$; ‘economy.

’

ses the state’s natural
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treasures. The Florida Scrub-Jay is a bird'we can be proud of that re
enchanting nature of Florida.




