
 

Attachment 

D 









APPROVED NOVEMBER 22, 2010 

11-09-10 Commission Special Meeting  Page 1 of 3 

 

NORTH PORT CITY COMMISSION 

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2010 

 

PRESENT: Commissioner Blucher, Chair; Commissioner Jones, Vice-Chair; Commissioners 

Garofalo, Treubert, and Yates; Commission Intern Demkovskiy; Interim City Manager 

Lewis; City Attorney Robinson; City Clerk Raimbeau; Deputy City Clerk Adkins; and 

Interim Police  Chief Vespia. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The North Port City Commission Special Meeting was called to order in City Chambers at 1:00 p.m. by 

Chair Blucher. 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was led by the Commission 

 

1. DISCUSSION, AND ACTION, REGARDING COMMISSION PRIORITIES ON 

PROJECTS AND FUNDING. 

 

Interim City Manager Lewis reported the reasoning for scheduling the meeting.  Thereafter, Assistant 

City Manager Schult provided a summary of the costs and funding sources of each proposed Commission 

priority: (1) Warm Mineral Springs; (2) NCAA Baseball Fields; (3) Aquatic Center/Pool at Butler Park; 

(4) Blueways Phase I; (5) Big League Dreams; and (6) Economic Development (incentives). 

 

Questions and concerns ensued: (1) clarification was provided that items 1 through 4 are included in the 

City’s Capital Improvement Program; (2) the Escheated Lot funds for the Aquatic Center can be switched 

with the Surtax III funds; (3) some of the costs expended have been in-house however, approximately 

$90,000 has been expended thus far in appraisal, survey costs, and legal costs; $10,000 in negotiating the 

original licensing agreement for Big League Dreams; $450,000 for the licensing payment and for 

consulting fees for the Aquatics Master Plan; $5,800 on the NCAA Baseball Fields; and $4,000 on the 

aquatic center/pool; (4) an economic impact report on the City’s investments is in the process of being 

compiled for the proposed projects; (5) the cost for the NCAA fields was confirmed to be $5.8 million; 

(6) a study will be made on the Level of Service impact of Price Boulevard traffic in connection with the 

anticipated attendance at the proposed NCAA ball fields; (7) the opportunity to purchase Warm Mineral 

Springs has changed to a Fee Simple Sale of property; (8) with the most recent sale offer of Warm 

Mineral Springs, the City and Sarasota County operating roles and costs need to be determined; (9) 

Commissioner Yates recommended adding road resurfacing to the list of priorities; and (10) clarification 

was provided that Sarasota County is partnering with the City in the Economic Development priority, and 

their financial contribution and participation are in addition to the estimated costs stated in the backup 

material.  Thereafter, public comment was held. 

 

Commissioner Jones moved to approve the Commission priorities as follows: Priority #1 for the 

Economic Development funds to be set aside as proposed.  Priority #2, the Aquatic Facilities to be 

pursued as a 50 meter pool.  Priority #3 to continue with the Blueways Project as proposed.  Priority #4 

to bring back a proposal for Warm Mineral Springs.  No other projects on the list shall be pursued.  

Lastly, to send letter to Big League Dreams requesting a refund of the City’s money; seconded by 

Commissioner Blucher. Motion failed on a one-to-four (1-4) vote. Commissioners Garofalo, Blucher, 

Treubert, and Yates dissenting for reasons stated during discussion. 
 

Discussion ensued: (1) Commissioner  Garofalo could not support the motion because it was all-

inclusive; (2) Commissioner Blucher agreed with the 50 meter pool but disagreed with the Blueways and 

did not support the motion the way it was stated; (3) Commissioner Treubert did not support the motion 

cgreiner
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due to not including all of the proposed projects and as funding comes in, projects could change; and (4) 

Commissioner Yates expressed concern that North Port residents did not want to purchase Warm Mineral 

Springs, that road rehabilitation in the community was an economic driver, and the City could apply  the 

funds currently earmarked for the purchase of Warm Mineral Springs toward road resurfacing.   

 

Commissioner Garofalo moved to approve $3.5 million in the fund for Economic Development for 

current projects and establishing a future fund; to move forward with 50 meter pool with the amenities 

at Butler Park for approximately $4.3 million; to move forward with Warm Mineral Springs and the 

savings from all projects not on the list of priorities shall be allocated to an additional road fund.  The 

motion died for lack of a second. 

 

Commissioner Jones moved to approve $4 million for the Economic Development fund to be allocated 

from funds previously allocated to the NCAA Baseball Fields project; seconded by Commissioner 

Garofalo. Motion carried on a three-to-two (3-2) vote. Commissioner Blucher, Commissioner Treubert 

dissenting.  No reasons were stated. 

 

Commissioner Garofalo moved to approve the 50 meter swimming pool, by using its current funding; 

moving the Blueways Phase I project from the Surtax funding for 2010-2011 to the 2011-2012 Fiscal 

Year and allocating the 2010-2011 funding of $450,000, as well as the $3.7 million savings from the 

NCAA Baseball fields to be applied to the 50 meter pool at Butler Park for the 2010-2011 funding year; 

seconded by Commissioner Jones. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Commissioner Treubert moved to put all priority projects listed on hold with no further staff time 

devoted, until a decision is made on Warm Mineral Springs; seconded by Commissioner Garofalo. 

Motion carried on a four-to-one (4-1) vote.  Commissioner Yates dissenting. 
 

Commissioner Yates opposed the City’s acquisition of Warm Mineral Springs due to the current difficult 

economic times and that this use of public funds does not benefit North Port residents directly and it 

would be a mistake to pursue something that North Port citizens oppose.  A town hall meeting was 

recommended. 

 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT:  3:37 p.m. – 3:42 p.m. 
 

3. ADJOURNMENT:  

 

Chair Blucher adjourned the North Port City Commission Special Meeting at 3:43 p.m. 

 

 

 

CITY OF NORTH PORT, FLORIDA 

 

ATTEST: 

 

BY:_____________________________ 

                                                                                     JIM BLUCHER, COMMISSION 

                                                                                     CHAIR 

 

__________________________ 

HELEN M. RAIMBEAU, MMC 

CITY CLERK 
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Minutes approved at the Commission Regular Meeting 

                                                                                                 this_________Day of _____________2010. 


