AL| 000S'198°Lt6 | 18UAOBOS
Ajumo)) ejoseres
il

N

sopads
psusjoaiy
< : .‘\.. ﬁ

SU82$9|NIB0d GEOUO_G_._Q<

. Apl-gn.dg

Bos  DpHOYL

807 L0-L¥SNT

‘606€°¢9G°CL.L e SJIAISS JJIP|IM PUB ysid 'S'N
2y} joeuo9 ‘Ael-qnuos epuoj4 ayj Bupoasjoad
suolje|nbal je19paj UO UOIJBULIOUI BIOW IO «

‘suonejn6as ajqesidde

3y} Inoge uiea| 0} UoiIaJ0Id 92IN0SaYy

10} ¥se pue Qo0s 198’ L ¥6 1B 18jua] |[ed

AQuno) ejoseleg ay) 1oL ‘shel-gnios Aq
pasn aq Aew jey) jo| e Buidojaaap ale noA §| «

"ue|d UoOHEBAIaSUOD JejqeH ay} uo uolewloul
910W INO pulj 0} UOI}DIB)0Id BIIN0SY JO}
)Se pue 000S°198° L ¥6 Je Jajua) [leD Aunod
ejoseles ayj JOBjUO) "UBld UOBAISSUOY)
1e}qeH apimAjunod e Jo JuaLuysi|qelsa ay}
ybnoJiy 1enqey gnios uiejuiew pue aniasald
0} Bupjiom s| Quno) ejoseseg “saloads sy}
Bunosjoud Jo sueaw 3seq sy sl Jeliqey jewido
jo sjoey} pabeuew uo suoie|ndod Aef-gnios
10 uonoajoud ay| "saatasaud Ael-qnios |esoj
pue [euoibal jo Juawysijgelsa ay) poddng «

"226E Y0888 981)-110}
HalV SHIPIM [[eD "sisau 112y} Jo sAef-qnias jo
juswisseley Jo UOIIINIISAP Shodijew Joday «

‘a|qissod se

yonw se sapjolsad Jo asn ay}) aonpay ‘shel

ay} Aq pasn pooj} ajeulwejuod 1o jw Aew

SapIoNISad "sawoy pue sasinod jjob punole

sjsad palopisuod Ajjensn sj0asul U0 paady
sAel-qniog "sapionsad Jo asn ay} JoLISaY «

‘(Ajje1oadse sje2) sjewiue oi3sawop

woJy sAel-gnios Bunsau Aq pasn Bulaq seale

109j04d pue AJUNWWOD JNOA Ul SME| YSED|
1oadsay -sjad Jnok woly sAef-qnios 309j04d »

‘spaau Buideaspue| JnoA yins 0} sjue|d gnios
ajeudoidde 1ayjo puswiwooal UBd adIAIeS
uoisualx3 aAijeladoo?) [eoo| JnoA ‘Auadoid

JnoA uo sqnuos yeo s.uewdeyn pue ¥eo
ajAW yeo aAl pues Jo sayojed ajeAlno pue
109101d ue|d "sAel-qnios 10} Jeliqely apIACId «

djay uod> nok moH

‘so|iuaan( paoualiadxaul Ajjeioadse

‘sAel-qn.os o} Jealyy Juesyiubis e asod osje
S9Igowolny "S100pul Way} doay| 0} siaumo jad
Joj Juepoduwi si )1 os sBop pue sjed oafsswop 0}
wioIA udjie) aney sAel-qruos Auepy "aedeospue|
119y} ul syeo gnias jo spuelsi apiaold

Aew sisumopue| ‘sAel ay) ajepoluwoase 0}
Japlo u| ‘aoussald uewny jo jueiajo} AisA aq 0}
puno} uaaq aAey sAel ay) ‘sallojuls) Ael-qnios
oju; depano seale |eljuapiIsal aI8UAA

"BpUO|H JO }SBOD }SaM BU)

uo JBAIAINS 118U} 0} |BONLD S| Auno?) ejoseleg
ul sAef-qnias Jo uoljeAIasuod ay] ‘jejiqey
qruos Jo uoyjealssald ay) uf Juswafe |BanID
Jsow ay} si bujuing paquosald ‘sansasald
pue seale jeinjeu u| ‘saatasald pajeubisap
uiyum Juswabeuew jeyqey Buipniouy
‘souepodw Junoweled Jo si suonendod
Bunsixa Jo uonealasaid ‘juswdojaaap

uequn Ag pajuswbely pue pajejosi Aqeledal
uaaq aAeY s1ay)o ‘pajeulwi|@ usaq aney
suone|ndod Auely “juswdojaaap jeinynoube
pue |eloJaWwwo? ‘[euapisal 0} anp ssoj jejgey
s| suofjejndod Ael-qnios o} Jeauy) )sajeald ay |

sjpaly|

'sBbe pup
Jsau syl Jo saiads
SIy} §99)|0 4o ||}
imc._c; ‘ssassod o}
|[nymojun si §) *sAol
-qnuos o sppdul
8|qtssod proap
o} sa1puabp asayy
{PPJUODd ‘§pYIgDY gNIdS YIM PUD| UO pjing Of
Bujuunjd a1 nok §j “G /6| Ul uoisswwoD
UOYDAIBSUOD) BJI|P|IM PUR Ysi4 DpLO|4
3y} pup /84| Ul 83IAISG SHIPIIA 8
yst4 's'N oy Aq sewadg pauspaly)]
p so pajsi| som Apl-gnuos ppLol4 ay



Identification

The Florida scrub-jay (Aphelocoma
coerulescens) is generally between 10-12
inches long. It is a cerulean blue and gray
crestless jay that lacks the white wing spots
and tailfeather tips of the more common blue
jay. The head, nape and tail are blue, while
the back and belly are pale gray. A necklace
of blue feathers
separates the
whiter throat

from the gray
underparts, and a
white line over the
eye often blends
into a whitish
forehead. Males
and females

are similar in
appearance.
Juveniles can be
distinguished
from adults by
their dusky brown
heads and necks.

Natural history

Scrub-jay pairs mate
for life. They also
raise their young in
cooperative family
groups, a fascinating
aspect of scrub-jay
family life. The family
group consists of a
breeding pair and their offspring, who act as
helpers. Helpers assist in defending the family’s
territory, nest and young. However, only the
breeding pair — never the helpers — participate
in nest-building, incubating and brooding
activities. This takes place from late February
through the end of June. Long-term studies have
established that breeding pairs with helpers
successfully raise more young than do lone pairs.

Scrub-jays are nonmigratory birds; therefore,
each family maintains a permanent territory
ranging from five to 50 acres (averaging about 25
acres in native habitat, 13 acres in more
developed, or suburbanized, settings). Territories
increase in size as the family group grows and
when the habitat is less than optimal. Scrub-jays
will defend their territory from adjacent families
and predators, such as hawks, snakes and
domestic cats.

Scrub-jays eat a variety of animals and plants.
Insects comprise a major food source during
spring and summer. Scrub-jays may also prey on
frogs, toads, lizards, snakes, birds’ eggs and
even mice. In addition, each scrub-jay harvests
and buries 6,000 to 8,000 acorns from August to
November for use throughout the year. We
should not feed scrub-jays even though they

will readily accept handouts.

Habitat

Scrub-jays are the only bird species unique
to Florida. They have specific habitat
requirements, and are entirely dependent
on oak scrub communities. Scrub is
characterized by 3-4 species of stunted,
low-growing oaks and scattered sandy
clearings. Preferred scrub-jay habitat occurs
when the oaks are between 3-10 feet tall,
along with sandy openings and very few,
scattered trees.

In Sarasota County, most scrub-jay habitat
occurs on scrubby flatwoods. The largest
block of suitable habitat in Sarasota County
is located in Oscar Scherer State Park.
Other small “islands” of scrubby flatwoods
are scattered throughout the county, mainly
to the south. Fire ecology is also an
essential element in scrub communities.
Periodic fires limit tree height and maintain
the sandy clearings that scrub-jays require.
Historically, wildfires maintained the natural
state of scrubby flatwoods. Due to
development and population growth, these
habitats must now be maintained with
prescribed burns every 5-15 years.




