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County/Municipality

City of Bartow

CityofSarasota

City of North Port

Section(s) in Respective Code

Chapter 46, Section 46-4

Chapter 34, Article V, Section 34-41

Chapter 46, Article V, Section 46-148

Definition(s)

(a) sleeping or otherwise being in a temporary shelter
out-of-doors; or

(b) sleeping out-of-doors; or
(c) Cooking over an open flame or fire out-of-doors.

Note; Sarasota refers to camping as "Lodging out-of-doors"

Lodging out-of-doors means using public or private property for
living accommodation purposes by the erection, use or
occupation of any tent, hut/ lean-to^ shack or temporary shelter
for sleeping purposes or the laying down of bedding such as a
blanket or sleeping bag or similar material for the purpose of
sleeping. Living accommodation purposes means to remain
living, to dwell or to reside at a place for a period of time for the
purpose of using such place as a home.

Camping is defined as:
(a) sleeping or otherwise being in a temporary shelter or tent
out-of-doors; or

(b) sleeping out of doors inside a sleeping bag or on top and/or
covered by materials, i.e., federal, cardboard, newspaper; or
(c) cooking over an open flame or fire out of doors; or

(d) sleeping inside a car, pickup truck, recreational vehicle or
camper

Municipal Camping Ordipances and Regulations Overview

Camping Regulations and/or Prphibitions
as may be specifically authorized by the goverijmental authority.
Camping is prohibited on all property is the cit^ used for
residential purposes; provided, however, that camping Is
permitted on such property with the permission and consent of
the property owner. _ ^

It shall be unlawful far any person to use any Rublic ar private
property in the city for lodging out-of-doors ex'pf
germjssion and consent of the property owner;

u!
:e

ilic ar private
3t with the

Permission and consent to lodge out-of-doors on property
owned by the city may be given for a spedfiedjperiod of time by
the affirmative vote ofthe. city.cpmmissinn.. -

Camping is prohibited on all private property iA th(
by the owner/ the owner s family, lessees o1
written permission and consent of the private
Such written permission and consent shall stat|
persan(s) entitled to camp upon the private prjlperty,
adequate description of the property including|address,
owners name with signature and telephone nt<ml
shall be carried on the campers at all times and st

produced to law enforcement upon request. Cim
in strict accordance with state and local law. Nj) c

type shal! be allowed at any time on city owned or operated
property, except in those areas that are develcjpi
designated for such use. Camping is prohibited';ir
North Port except as otherwise set forth in thej

] the city, except
iperty, or with
iroperty owner.

i the name of the

iperty, an

address, the

mber. A copy
shall be

mpfires shall be

l camping of any
1 or operated
Bed and
in the City of
text above.

Penalties

(b) Second or subsequent offense: A judicial proceeding
before the county court in and for Polk County, Florida
and upon conviction imprisonment in the county jail for
a period not exceeding 30 days and a fine not to exceed
$500.00.

Penalties for violation of these codes were not explicitly
stated or referenced within this section.

k/iolation of this code shall be punished by a fine not
more than $500.00, imprisonment for a term not exceeding
50 days or by any combination thereof.

Exceptions
(a) There is no available lodging in the FL-503 "Lakeland, Winter

Haven/Polk County" Continuum of Care established by the
United States Department of Housing and Urban Development.

(b) The individual suspected of camping is fleeing violence.
Being in a tent, hut, lean-to, shack or in a temporary shelter in
a public place is not alone sufficient to constitute a violation
of this section. One or more of the following shall also exist to
determine whether the camping was for living purposes:
(a) numerous personal belongings are present
(b) the person is engaged in cooking activates
(c) the person has built or maintaining a fire
(d) The person has engaged in digging or earth breaking
(e) The person is asleep and have no other permanent place
to live
Only under the written consent of the property owner if not the

owner, family of the owner, or lessee of the property where one

is camping

Note: Only Lakeland gave an explicit definition of the timeline in which one is allowed to came (30 minutes)
For other counties & municipalities, if one is found to be in violation of what is defined to be "camping" without meeting an exception, they are to be prosecuted, no matter how long they have been on the property.



Sate of vehicles. Any vehicle or boat offered for sale must be owned by the resident of the
residential iot where the vehicle is Only one vehicle may be offered for sale at any time.

(h)

L/y/'ng or camping in vefiicles. No vehicle or boat permitted to be on a residential !ot shal
be occupied by any person(s), used as living quarters or for camping, or otherwise inhabited
overnight for a period in excess of 30 consecutive days.

/^ ^)


